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Introduction: The Great Chronicle of London
and the Reign of Henry VII*

T

he Great Chronicle of London (hereafter GC) survives in a
single copy in a large manuscript volume now housed in the London
Metropolitan Archives (its current shelfmark is CLC/270/MS03313; see
figure 1).1 Copied by two scribes but not attributed to a named author,
it gives an account of London from 1189 to 1512: the city, its people,
and their concerns. Much of its content has to do with city governance,
particularly as administered by successive mayors, sheriffs, and aldermen,
but it also makes some reference to events of national and international
significance. The extracts from GC presented here in modernized form are
from the sections of the chronicle dealing with the reign of England’s first
Tudor monarch, Henry VII: the years from 1485 to 1509. The extracts
give an account of events in London during this period, and suggest some
of the important preoccupations of the crown and its administration, as
well as those of Londoners (see Chronology, pp. 22–24). They also illustrate aspects of London life during these years, from people’s worries about
sweating sickness and vicious taxation to their delight and curiosity in
civic pageantry and voyages of discovery.
Henry Tudor, earl of Richmond, became king after defeating Richard
III, the last Yorkist king, at the Battle of Bosworth in Leicestershire on
August 22, 1485 (see Genealogies, pp xiii–xv; and figures 2–4 for contemporary likenesses). Although his accession marked a lessening of the dynastic turbulence of the Wars of the Roses, a series of imposters would appear
as claimants to the throne during his reign, with support from former
adherents of Richard III and from foreign powers eager to cause Henry
trouble. GC details the efforts of some of these pretenders, including
*

Bracketed numbers in bold refer to sections of the edited text.
For a diplomatic transcription and an invaluable introduction, see The Great
Chronicle of London, ed. A. H. Thomas and I. D. Thornley (London: George W. Jones,
1938).
1
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Lambert Simnel, Perkin Warbeck, and Edmund de la Pole, earl of Suffolk.
It also gives some account of minor rebellions originating in Yorkshire and
in Cornwall. One cause of discontent during Henry’s reign was the imposition of a series of taxes to support foreign campaigns against Brittany,
France, and Scotland: GC mentions some of the grievances and lists the
sums raised by the crown from the city by various means. Shifting alliances
with foreign powers (France, Burgundy, Spain) are also touched upon, the
ramifications of these especially visible to Londoners who were involved
in the reception of embassies from the continent and from Scotland, some
of which negotiated marriages for Henry’s children.
The spectacle and pageantry of life in London at this period are
vividly present in GC, which gives accounts of the carefully staged ceremonies accompanying royal entries, marriages, funerals, and events of
other kinds. Briefer mention is also made of popular interludes, songs,
and the circulation of printed bills and pamphlets (printing first came
to England in 1476, with William Caxton’s press at Westminster). The
chronicle details some of the less appealing aspects of late medieval urban
life—crimes and public punishment, disease, perilous deaths by drowning
or other accidents—and it shows an informed awareness of the structures
of civic government which were responsible for attending to these. The
tensions between orthodox belief and views characterized here as heretically “Lollard” are also perceptible in its accounts of the policing of pious
practice. GC’s narrative is a rich source of historical information of many
different kinds.

Robert Fabyan and The Great Chronicle of London
The London history provided by GC is an annalistic account whose contents are found in similar forms in other contemporary London chronicles
compiled by people concerned to keep an accurate record of what went
on in their city. It is not entirely appropriate to talk of these chronicles
as having individual “authors,” since the works were brought into being
through a process of synthesis, as their compilers selected details from
a range of existing sources. GC, however, one of the fullest of surviving
London chronicles, reflects more than most others the individual preoccupations of a distinct individual, and his experience as an eyewitness of
events around him. Fortunately we can now attach a name to the person
who seems to have composed or compiled the portion of it covering the
years 1439–1512 (and thus the extracts included here), and who was
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also responsible for copying this portion into the surviving manuscript
(see figure 1). The forms of his handwriting, and references he makes in
the chronicle to particular concerns and acquaintances, identify him as a
London citizen named Robert Fabyan, who is also known to have composed another history called The New Chronicles of England and France
(known as Fabyan’s Chronicle).2
Some outline of Fabyan’s biography is known. Born ca. 1450, he was
the son of John Fabyan and Agnes Bonefey, both originally from Essex.
His father retained interests in the town of Coggeshall in Essex, where
his family held lands, and also became a London citizen and a member
of the Drapers’ Company, one of the most important livery companies of
the city of London, whose members sold and traded in wool and cloth.3
Robert was most probably born in London, possibly growing up somewhere around the area of Cornhill (see Map, p. xvi), where many drapers lived. By 1468 he was apprenticed to Sir Thomas Cook, a prominent
member of the Drapers’ Company, who had served as mayor of London
from 1462–1463. When Cook became involved in troublesome litigation
the young Fabyan seems to have moved to another master, until the point
when he received his freedom of the Company (i.e. became a full member) in 1476. His own career in the Drapers’ Company was a successful
one: he took on apprentices of his own, served as one of the Company’s
wardens and as its master in 1495–1496 and 1501–1502, and was evidently a merchant able to make money through overseas trade in cloth as
well as in retail sales. His wife, Elizabeth Pake, was the daughter and heir
of a draper, whose family, like Fabyan’s own, held lands in Essex.
As Fabyan rose through the ranks of his Company he also became
important in city government, serving as a sheriff from 1493–1494, and
as an alderman for the ward of Farringdon Without from December 1494
until July 1503 (see Map, p. xvi). London’s two sheriffs, elected annually,
had responsibilities for finances and for law and order, answering both to
the city and to the crown. They held sheriffs’ courts to deal with a range
2

See The New Chronicles of England and France, in Two Parts, by Robert Fabyan,
ed. Henry Ellis (London: T. C. and J. Rivington et al., 1811).
3
The livery companies, associations whose members were entitled to wear “livery,”
or forms of clothing specific to their craft, fulfilled the trade and social functions
characteristic of medieval guilds. Medieval London had twelve important companies,
among which the Drapers’ Company ranked third in order of precedence after the
Mercers’ and Grocers’ Companies.
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of different offenses, and were responsible for the city’s prisons and their
inmates. The position of sheriff was an important one, and many holders of
the office went on to become mayor. Service as an alderman meant involvement in local matters of justice and civic government, as well as in tax collection and a variety of other activities. One most important requirement
was attendance at meetings of the court of aldermen at Guildhall, probably at least twice a week, as well as at notable civic events (the presence of
the mayor and aldermen is noted at many of the events recounted in the
following portions of GC). In his various capacities Fabyan would have
been a participant in many of the ceremonies and other events described
in the chronicle, and would have been able to supply details gained, if
not always from first-hand observation, then from other people directly
involved.
As a London merchant trading overseas, and a member of the city
oligarchy, Fabyan had reason to be interested not just in local events but
also in wider political and economic matters. A number of the matters discussed in GC have some bearing on England’s trade relations or on business
regulation or taxation (see below, London in Fabyan’s Time, pp. 14–18).
The other chronicle he is known to have written, The New Chronicles of
England and France, suggests something of his breadth of knowledge, indicating that he knew Latin and had clearly read a wide range of historical
sources. A surviving book that he once owned was a chronicle: a copy of
the world history known as the Liber Chronicarum (Book of Chronicles)
or Nuremberg Chronicle, printed in Nuremberg in 1493, illustrated with
many woodcuts and clearly something of a publishing sensation in its time.
Fabyan’s copy has copious annotations in his hand, and a note of the price
he paid for it. Like another London merchant, William Caxton, he was
evidently interested in the new technology of printing, and experimented
with decorating the materials he copied with letters and ornaments cut
from printed books. His retirement from aldermanic office in 1503 was
perhaps connected with a wish to devote more time to his researches and
to copying the works that he compiled.4 His lengthy will, proved in 1513,
made dispositions for burial in either Theydon Garnon in Essex, where he
4

Most resignations from this office were connected with illness or unusual
circumstances. Fabyan may have been allowed to resign on the grounds that he was
busy writing about the city. In a comparable civic undertaking, Robert Ricart (fl. 1478,
ODNB), town clerk of Bristol, produced an account of the city known as The Maire of
Bristowe is Kalendar.
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had a residence, or in his London parish of St. Michael Cornhill, depending on the place of his death. It specified bequests to various London
churches and fraternities, as well as to prisoners in Ludgate and Newgate,
and to family members, fellow drapers, and others. It included the text of a
long Latin verse epitaph for Fabyan’s tomb, probably his own composition,
on the theme sic transit glora mundi (“thus passes the glory of the world”),
and the detail that his three closest friends were to receive rings engraved
with the word memento (“remember”).

History and Chronicle Writing ca. 1500
Evidently compiled and copied by Fabyan between 1496 and 1512, in
separate bouts of activity, GC is an expansive example of the particular
form of city chronicle that became popular in London during this period.
This form takes its place among many other categories of medieval historical writing, in both English and Latin, ranging from universal chronicles
dealing with the whole of world history to more particularized accounts of
single nations, or of individual religious houses or families. Fabyan clearly
knew a range of Latin histories, including Bede’s eighth-century Historia
ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum (Ecclesiastical History of the English People)
and Geoffrey of Monmouth’s more fanciful Historia regum Britanniae
(History of the Kings of Britain). One of his favorite sources was the fourteenth-century Latin universal chronicle by Ranulph Higden known as
the Polychronicon (translated into English by John Trevisa at the end of
the fourteenth century), which opens with an account of the geography
of the known world before recounting its history. Fabyan also knew works
in French such as Jean Froissart’s fourteenth-century Chroniques, and a
range of English histories of which the most important was the anonymous Brut chronicle (originating in a thirteenth-century French version,
and so named because it gave an account of Britain’s history from the time
of its founding by the legendary Trojan hero Brutus). Most of these works
were composed in prose, although a few used verse intermittently for particular purposes. As evident from the outline above, some are attached to
the names of indentifiable individuals, while others are anonymous and
may well have involved collaboration between several people. The Brut in
particular circulated in a number of different versions as individuals made
changes and additions.
Most of these works were transmitted, both whole and in the form
of extracts, in manuscript copies. As well as belonging to individual own-
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ers, they were to be found in various forms in the libraries of monastic
houses and other institutions, and in London, in the collection of books
kept at the Guildhall (the city’s “town hall”). Once printing had been introduced into Europe in the 1450s many histories were given a new lease of
life in printed form. In England, William Caxton printed English versions
of both the Brut (1480) and the Polychronicon (1482), works which would
stay in print for many years. Caxton’s printed edition of the Polychronicon
extended John Trevisa’s translation of Higden’s Latin work with a whole
new section, called the “Liber ultimus” (Final Book), which Caxton
mostly derived from material in the Brut chronicle. Continental histories
were readily available to English readers in printed editions too, either in
imported copies or for purchase abroad; for his New Chronicles Fabyan
made use of at least one such work, a Latin history of France by Robert
Gaguin, the Compendium de origine et gestis francorum (Compendium of
the Origins and Deeds of the Franks), first printed in Paris in 1495.
The body of London chronicles represented in the extracts here
from GC offered readers history of a very specific kind. These compilations gathered together information about London on a year-by-year
basis, constituting a record of city governance and city life (who did what,
and at what date) which could serve for reference. They met the needs of
those seeking precedents for events in their own time or simply wanting
to remember when someone held civic office, or when a building was constructed, a tax collected, a particular ceremony held. Over forty London
chronicles of this sort have survived, and while some are much sketchier
than GC they generally conform to the same essential pattern. Most are
in English; most take as their starting point the year 1189 (the year of
Richard I’s accession, deemed by a statute of 1275 to mark the start of legal
history); most are organized as annals, that is, covering events year by year,
starting each year with the mayor’s installation at the end of October and
recording the name of each new mayor and pair of sheriffs. Generally they
make no noticeable effort to organize the material they offer into a carefully shaped narrative, often instead running events together in an undifferentiated jumble. Even in GC, one of the fullest and most carefully constructed of London chronicles, this feature is intermittently noticeable.
The assortment of events recorded for William Remyngton’s mayoralty, 1500–1501 (17), illustrates the characteristics of this annalistic
form of compilation. First comes information about the death of an alderman on December 8, with details of the charitable bequests made at his
month’s mind, or commemorative service, and of the man elected in his
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place. Then news of thunder in the night of December 21/22; of the burial of the lord treasurer in Greyfriars Church on January 30; and of the
Turkish capture of Modon. Progress on the rebuilding of the royal palace
of Sheen is noted; then the death of another alderman, on April 2, and his
eventual replacement. Next come accounts of connivance among the bakers of London to raise the price of bread; of gales in the night of June 16; of
the earl of Suffolk’s departure from England in August to consort with the
king’s enemies, and of the punishment of a cheating collier on September
24. The year’s events are rounded off with information about Katherine
of Aragon’s landing at Plymouth on October 2, and of the completion of
building work on St. Anthony’s Church (attached to St. Anthony’s hospital, in the parish of St. Benet Fink). The structuring factor here is chronology. Events are recorded month by month from one October to the next,
and no real attempt is made to organize events according to their relative significance or to explain sequences of cause and effect. The Turkish
capture of Modon—presumably an event of some international importance—gets as much space as a night of heavy winds.
Careful reading can distill from this account of one year some details
of the topography of late medieval London, and of certain aspects of the
socio-political and economic organization of city life, but the chronicle
certainly does not offer a carefully shaped overview. A striking contrast is
afforded by the description of London constructed by the Italian historian
Polydore Vergil of Urbino, who spent a large part of his life in England,
and whose Anglica Historia (English History) was being compiled, in
Latin, at roughly the same time that Fabyan was making the finishing
touches to the last portions of GC. Polydore Vergil arrived in England in
1502 and began his researches ca. 1506–1507 at Henry VII’s prompting;
a version of the Anglica Historia was in shape by 1513, the year of Fabyan’s
death, although it did not go into wider circulation until it was printed in
Basel in 1534. The following extract is taken from a mid-sixteenth-century
English translation:
. . . the famous citie of London is situate in the cowntie of Middelsaxe,
on the north bancke of the river thames.
This most pleasant fludde hath his hedd and originall risinge at the
village named Winchecombe . . . In this moste renowned citie is
there a bridge of stone of wonderous artificiall woorkmanshippe . . .
[i.e. London Bridge]
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. . . Of this cittie have I redde nothing more aunciente then that
which is specified in Tacitus thereof, whoe termeth it Londinium;
bie whose report it appearethe that in times paste it hathe ben a
towne of noe great maiestie . . . Neverthelesse in oure time it is the
most princelie cittie of all others; the hedde of the nation; the palace
of kingges; moste abounding in riches. The river Thames rennethe
bie that parte of the cittey which liethe sowtheward, over the which
there is a bridge, as wee showed in the beginninge . . . .5

The narrator of this account presents himself as a learned researcher: he
has read the Latin historian Tacitus and understands that London had
a name given to it by the Romans. He directs the reader through references to the Thames—its source, the city’s positioning on its banks, and
its bridge; and he demonstrates his command of the narrative by means of
cross-references like “as wee showed in the beginninge.” The construction
and flavor of GC are very different. Although Fabyan sometimes refers
backwards and forwards to other points in his account, he attempts little
in the way of learned reference, and his narrative shaping is largely determined by chronology of events, as one follows another.
While changes clearly came about in the range of historical writing
produced in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, works like GC need not
necessarily suffer when compared with contemporary larger-scale appraisals of the past such as the Anglica Historia. Serving particular functions of
record and commemoration, they were compiled for the requirements and
tastes of a locally delimited readership: Londoners, or those with London
interests, who wanted information about their city and its life in compact
and accessible form. They are most appropriately seen as part of the larger
range of historical writing available in late fifteenth and early sixteenth
century England, and assessed in the light of the readership for which they
catered.

5

Polydore Vergil’s English History, from an early translation preserved among the
MSS. of the old Royal Library in the British Museum. Vol. 1 containing the first eight books,
comprising the period prior to the Norman Conquest, ed. Sir Henry Ellis, Camden Society,
36 (London: John Bowyer Nichols & Son, 1846): extracts from Book I (pp. 3, 47).
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The Great Chronicle of London
and Other London Chronicles
London chronicles seem to have developed as extensions of early lists of
mayors and city officials that first began to be produced in London in
the thirteenth century. Their distinctive organization in sections headed
with the names of the mayor and city officers elected for each year probably reflects the very practical purposes they served: many thirteenth- and
fourteenth-century deeds were dated by the year of a particular mayor and
sheriff, and chronological lists of this information would have served useful reference purposes. Most of the fuller London chronicles were produced in the fifteenth century, although there are a handful of earlier
examples and some later ones; and most are in English, although Latin
and French (other languages in use in later medieval England) also occasionally appear.
Although the different surviving London chronicles have many features in common, no one chronicle is an exact copy of another one, and
their content seems to have been susceptible to various forms of presentation according to the interests or requirements of individual compilers.
Some scholars have suggested that many of the different surviving texts
must have been copied from one single original, now lost; but it has come
to seem more likely that they took shape in more fluid circumstances.
Some of the similarities between them might be explained by compilers having access to the same archive of documents rather than necessarily to one single original chronicle; and the existence of several different
textual “families,” sharing similarities, could reflect situations in which
individuals were lending and borrowing chronicles among themselves,
and highlighting particular kinds of content according to their own special preoccupations. The appearance of a London chronicle in print made
this material much more widely available. A book known as The Customs
of London, or Arnold’s Chronicle, printed first in Antwerp ca. 1502 and
later in Southwark ca. 1525, includes a London chronicle as the first of
its contents, many of which are model business letters and documents.6
Although it is much shorter than GC, this chronicle records some of the
same events. The book of which it was a part was presumably printed for
readers with mercantile interests, members of the English community in
6

The Customs of London, Otherwise Called Arnold’s Chronicle, ed. Francis Douce
(London: F. C. and J. Rivington, et al., 1811).
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the Low Countries who constituted its first audience, and it highlights the
utilitarian appeal of the content of London chronicles.
The people who compiled, copied, and commissioned the production of London chronicles seem likely to have been individuals like Fabyan
with a stake in the city’s governance and its institutions: men who had
connections with the Guildhall or with one or other of the important
livery companies. Compilers seem not to have thought of themselves as
“authors” in anything like the modern sense of the term: such a concept
is hardly appropriate for the often collaborative resources, designed for
shared use and extension over time, that they produced. But information
in the manuscripts can tell us a little about the circles in which the chronicles were copied and owned. One was connected with a goldsmith who
was possibly city chamberlain; one has an ownership inscription connecting it with a Richard Hedley who was a clerk at the Guildhall; another
was maintained by or for members of the Grocers’ Company; one more
was compiled over a number of years at the house of the Greyfriars in
London. The London citizens Richard Hill (fl. 1508–1536), a member
of the Grocers’ Company, and John Colyns (d. 1539–1541), a member
of the Mercers’ Company, included London chronicles among the varied
contents of the manuscript anthologies that they compiled and copied.
Some London chronicles survive in manuscripts with historical material
of other kinds, particularly with versions of the widely circulating Brut
chronicle: readers of these manuscripts would have been able to acquire
knowledge of London’s recent past in the context of a wider-ranging
account of British history.
One small group of surviving chronicles has particularly close similarities to GC. The connections between these accounts most likely came
about because the compilers used a shared exemplar of some kind, and the
same archive of documents. They may also have exchanged information
and borrowed from each other’s compilations, although this cannot be
precisely documented. The closest account to GC is the London chronicle
surviving in London, British Library, Cotton MS Vitellius A XVI (hereafter CV), which like GC runs first to 1439.7 After this point later material
was added by a number of different hands, as if this account were shared
property, or kept in an institutional location where different scribes were
available (the entries in CV become notably more scrappy round about
7

Chronicles of London, ed. Charles Lethbridge Kingsford (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1905), pp. 153–263.
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1503–1504 and the mayoralty of Sir William Capell). Although the correspondences between CV and GC are generally very close, there are certain points at which they differ slightly. For the most part these differences
concern the greater detail given by GC about particular events, whether
the Scottish campaign of 1497 (13), the ceremonies accompanying the
arrival of Princess Katherine of Aragon and her marriage to Prince Arthur
in 1501/2 (18), or the initiatives taken by particular mayors. But there
are also points in GC where the personal interests of its compiler seem to
have prompted certain emphases. GC’s description of the Christmas banquet given for the mayor and aldermen by the king at Westminster during
1493–1494, the year when Fabyan was a sheriff, is much fuller than the
equivalent section of CV, and it conveys a powerful impression of eyewitness testimony. At other points the special emphases of GC relate to
the Drapers’ Company or to the professional interests of its members:
the Drapers’ large contribution to the “benevolence” raised by the king
in 1491 is singled out for mention in GC (7) but not in CV, for example;
while GC gives a more informed description than CV of the clothing of
those receiving Princess Katherine at the bishop’s palace after her reception by the city (18).8
While individual compilers might inject into their own chronicles
material concerning their personal interests or prejudices, most chronicles
reflect shared dependence on a range of sources readily available in the
city. One clue that the compiler of GC knew that he could consult written
records comes in the form of the blank spaces he sometimes leaves for dates
and names, apparently in the knowledge that he could retrieve these at a
later stage and insert them (something he did not always do). Occasional
phrases in GC also make clear its relationship to sources already in existence: for example, Fabyan’s account of the fate of two rebels captured during the Cornish rebellion of summer 1497 concludes with the words “but
what became of them my author does not show” (13). This suggests the
availability of a news report or written account. Examples of such reports
included wholesale in GC include Henry VII’s letter to the mayor and
aldermen about his visit to the Archduke Philip in Calais in 1500, copied after having been “shown” to its assembled addressees, and presum8

Sections of GC not included in the selections here have information about
Fabyan’s first master, Sir Thomas Cook, and about the responses of the Drapers’
Company to particular events in London. GC throughout is also distinctively rich in
detail about clothing and fabrics.
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ably read to them (16); and another letter from the king to the mayor
and aldermen reporting on the Scottish campaign of 1497 (13). The confession extracted from Perkin Warbeck in 1497/8 is included, with the
interesting information that it was printed and “sent into all places in
England and elsewhere” (14). Such copies may have been designed to be
posted in different locations, in the way that bills were customarily posted
around London. Information from posted bills authorized by the bishop
of London in a long-running dispute with the prior of the house of Austin
Canons at Christchurch makes its way into GC (10).
Reliance on documents of this sort as source material readily
explains some of the duplication of matter across different chronicles:
both GC and CV include the letter from Henry VII in 1500, for example.
Accounts of events such as royal entries and other ceremonies are known
to have circulated in written form, and some of these may lie behind
GC’s very full description of the city’s reception of Katherine of Aragon
and of the banquet to welcome the Scottish embassy (18), or of Queen
Elizabeth’s funeral procession (19). Information about matters impinging
on city finances (the raising of taxes to support the Scottish campaign,
for example; 13) would have been recorded in documents kept at the
Guildhall, to which aldermen such as Fabyan (and probably other chronicle compilers) would have had ready access.
Word of mouth was clearly important. The compiler of GC refers
frequently to rumor and hearsay in circulation in the city. Sometimes
this is represented in the text simply by reference to what the chronicler
must have heard from people around him, introduced in the narrative by
phrases like “it was said,” or “some people said” (6, on the remarriage of
Roger Shavelock’s widow: “it was reported …”; 10, on the heretic Joan
Boughton, “some people said …”). At some points these views are more
specifically attached to stories and songs, such as those circulating about
the player named Greenleaf (18) or the “roundels and songs” made to the
“shame and derision” of Perkin Warbeck (12). The compiler is aware that
oral testimony may not always be reliable. He holds back from recounting
all the Greenleaf stories “because they are untrustworthy”; and hesitates
to give an account of the 1494/5 French campaign against Italy until he
can confirm the nature of events from “credible writing” rather than gossip (11). Nonetheless, although this remark suggests a preference for written over oral sources, he often includes in his narrative some account of
the opinions voiced by his fellow Londoners. These allusions occasionally
give a powerful sense of the role of popular opinion in the unfolding of
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events over time. He recounts that Henry VII’s attempts to raise financial
support from the city for his French expedition of 1492, a long-standing
grievance, were popularly termed a “malevolence” rather than the “benevolence” customarily sought (7). The assault made in 1493–1494 on the
Thameside trading base of the Hanseatic League, known as the Steelyard,
is explained with reference to the discontent concerning the impact of
earlier trade restrictions on work opportunities voiced by servants and
apprentices (9).
Although the entries in GC are arranged as a year-by-year account,
the chronicle was clearly not written in a series of annual stints, in the
way a yearly diary might be kept. Rather, it was compiled retrospectively,
and at some distance from the years whose events are covered. Much of
the material that Fabyan copied in his portion of GC, starting with 1439,
covered years about which he had no personal recollection. His account of
Henry VII’s reign may well have been written in more than one phase, the
first of which dealt with events up to and including 1496 (the point when
Fabyan thought GC would end), and the second of which was undertaken
round about 1511/12, shortly before his death in 1513. Although there
are some inaccuracies in the dates to which events are assigned, there are
indications in the form of cross-references that Fabyan worked with at
least some overall sense of what he would include in the chronicle, and
he indicates from time to time his retrospective knowledge of the outcome of various incidents. In the account of 1494–1495 (11) he reflects
gloomily that Sir William Stanley’s arraignment and execution, as a supporter of Perkin Warbeck, was all “for a knave who was later hanged (as
will appear in the time of Nicholas Ailwyn’s mayoralty)”: Warbeck’s own
end is duly narrated in the account of the year 1499–1500 (16). As things
turn out, not all the planned cross-references were completed. Although
Fabyan says he intends to include one of the shameful songs circulating
in 1495–1496 about Warbeck (12), nothing of this kind is forthcoming.
And while the account of the death of the heretic Joan Boughton in 1494
(10) promises that the preservation of her ashes will be discussed further
in the account of Sir Henry Colet’s second mayoralty, 1495–1496, no further mention of it is made.9
9

There are some puzzles concerning the chronology of compilation. Fabyan
remarks in his note of Queen Elizabeth’s coronation in November 1487 “because I
intend to set the order of one coronation in fine libri [i.e., at the end of the work], I
pass over this one … .” This seems to mean that he intends to set out the procedures for
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The impressive size and presentation of GC suggests that someone
(whether Fabyan or another individual, or a prospective institutional
owner) wanted a well-produced and durable volume (see figure 1). It
was carefully copied by its two scribes (the second of whom was Fabyan
himself ), who paid careful attention to the layout and appearance of the
text, supplying rubrication (i.e. sections copied in red) and a number of
large capital letters flourished in color. The manuscript has an alphabetical index to the contents up to 1496, which suggests that it was made to
be user-friendly. It may well have been designed to be lodged in an institutional library in London, where it could be available for consultation.
The Guildhall at this period had two libraries, one for public use founded
earlier in the fifteenth century by the philanthropic mayor Richard
Whittington, and another kept in a record store near the Aldermen’s
Court Room, more specifically for business use. Recent research suggests
that some compilers of London chronicles consulted the resources kept
for aldermanic use, and Fabyan’s compilation may have been undertaken
with this reference collection in mind. The many annotations made to GC
in the years after its completion, some in the hand of the later sixteenth
century historian John Stow,10 suggest that it remained available to interested London readers rather than residing in private hands.

London in Fabyan’s Time
London in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries was a vibrant city
(for a contemporary illustration, see figure 5). It had a resident population
of between 40,000 and 50,000, and as a port it also welcomed many foreign visitors. For purposes of local government it was divided into twentyfive wards, each of which could draw together a wardmote (a gathering
of local men) and would return an alderman who was responsible to the
city’s annually elected mayor for law and order in the ward and attended
the court of aldermen at the Guildhall. The city had various other courts,
and a civic bureaucracy based at Guildhall. It was made up of 113 parishes, with around 50 religious houses, and its own cathedral, St. Paul’s,
coronation, in general terms, as an appendix to his chronicle; but it might just indicate
that this portion of GC was compiled after the coronation of Henry VIII had taken
place in 1509.
10
On Stow (d. 1605), see ODNB, and the introduction to Thomas and Thornley,
eds., The Great Chronicle of London.
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and it sustained many other institutions, such as inns of court for lawyers,
schools, hospitals, and almshouses.
Although GC does not seek to give a comprehensive account of late
fifteenth and early sixteenth century London, its narrative is incidentally
rich in detail about the city’s topography, its administrative structures, and
some of the socio-economic aspects of living in it. City space is defined
by references to London’s river, its churches, its streets, and houses. The
Thames is prominent in the many references to journeys taken by barge,
whether by the king and his entourage (14) or by the mayor and aldermen
(18); and it is lavishly praised in the verse encomium to London presented
to the banquet held for Scottish ambassadors in 1501 (18).11 It features
as a backdrop to the display of traitors’ heads, stuck on poles on London
Bridge (16, 19), and to the bodies hanged on the gibbet at Wapping
(11). The anecdote about deaths at the eel-ships in 1496 is a reminder
of the river’s importance to the provision of resources (13). Major routes
through the city’s streets are traced in the accounts of the ceremonial
receptions of Prince Arthur and of Princess Katherine in 1501 (18), and
of the Archduke Philip in 1506 (22). Very different routes are recorded
to places of execution, such as Tyburn (9), and through streets habitually
used for public displays of punishment: Perkin Warbeck is exposed in the
stocks in Cheapside, for instance, before being taken through Cornhill to
the Tower (14). The chronicle notes the locations of prisons, of brothels
(“over the water,” in Southwark; 11, 23), and of other landmarks like the
notorious Houndsditch, used for years for the disposal of waste but paved
over during the mayoralty of Sir William Capell in 1503–1504 (20). It
gives details of the configuration of streets, especially of those in Dowgate
around the Steelyard (9); and of building projects like the extension of
St. Anthony’s Church in the parish of St. Benet Fink (15, 17). A macabre
archaeological incident brings a reminder of the city’s past, as workers on a
building project in Billingsgate in 1496 discover the undecomposed body
of the wife of an early fourteenth century sheriff (12).
City governance is of course a prominent theme, and the improvements and new initiatives ventured by successive mayors and sheriffs are
noted. Some of these have to do with the business of electing city officials,
or the practicalities of organizing and resourcing the annual dinner for
the newly elected mayor (11, 18). Others are more explicitly addressed
11

This poem has been attributed to the Scottish poet William Dunbar, but its
authorship is unclear.
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to the public good: in 1493–1494 lead pipes are laid to carry water to
the conduit in Gracechurch St. (10), and in 1503–1504 arrangements are
made for the provision in each ward of small lockable houses with stocks,
for the punishment of minor offenders (20). Keeping the peace in the city
was an important business. The 1494 attack on the Hanseatic Steelyard
by disgruntled servants and apprentices of merchant adventurers involved
the attendance of the mayor and sheriffs with a company of armed
men, the organization of a night watch, and a number of court hearings
before those responsible were charged or imprisoned (9). Various other
crimes are mentioned: the forging of false pardons (9, 13) and of coins
(21); swindling (12); sexual immorality and procurement (10, 11). The
pageant-player Greenleaf, a thief and rascal, seems to have evaded justice
(18). Matters of health and safety were also civic concerns. The compiler
records epidemics of the mysterious sweating sickness (1, 16), with a frustrated comment about the inappropriate care that some victims received.
House fires are a matter of frequent concern (e.g., 20, 23). Weather events
of different sorts, and their impact on the availability and cost of certain
commodities, feature with some regularity (e.g., 12, 14, 22). All of these
details give a powerful sense of the feel of life in the city.
The centrality of London’s cathedral church of St. Paul’s to much of
civic life comes over clearly in GC. It plays a role in most of the important
ceremonies described, and it is where prayers are said or thanks are given
at crucial moments. When news of Perkin Warbeck’s capture comes from
the king to the mayor, John Tate, his immediate response is to summon
the aldermen to St. Paul’s to hear the singing of a solemn Te Deum (13;
and see also 8, 19, 20). The delivery of sermons at Paul’s Cross is recorded,
on occasions such as the celebrations for the delivery of Granada in 1492
(8). From time to time wrongdoers are made to do public penance during
these sermons, while their heretical books are burned (12). The story of
Joan Boughton, burned to death as a heretic in Smithfield in 1494, is a
reminder of the active concern of the church to find and make example of
unorthodox beliefs and practices. Fabyan is critical of her heretical views,
refusing even to summarize them: “listening to them is neither pleasant
nor fruitful” (10). He is much more interested in the relic sent to the king
by the archduke in 1505: a leg of St. George, taken round the city in a
splendid procession involving many lords and the knights of the Garter
(21). References to London’s other churches are another significant part
of GC’s content. The dispute between the bishop of London and the prior
of Christchurch weaves in and out of the narrative (10); parish churches
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are mentioned in connection with building projects and with local ceremonies (e.g., 3). The account of a “wonderful miracle” of a child protected from accident concludes with all concerned making their way to
the chapel of Our Lady of Barking, near the Tower of London, “to give
honour and thanks to God and his blessed mother” (22).
Although GC is primarily a city chronicle, it also has a lot to say
about the king and the machinery by which he governed, and about the
court and its movements and activities. The crown and the city of London
were separate entities, but they necessarily had a close relationship. The
royal residences of Sheen (subsequently Richmond) and Westminster were
outside the city boundaries, but sufficiently close to make for easy contact,
and the king used the city for ceremonial events such as the receptions of
foreign visitors described in GC. The verse encomium on London delivered at the banquet for the Scottish embassy in 1501 mentions not just the
rich merchants of London, but also the many “seemly” knights who walk
its streets (18). Visits such as this enabled the king to exhibit the prosperity of his capital, and they brought the city in turn economic and cultural
benefits. Westminster, adjacent to London, features in many of the court
events described in GC, and was also the location for meetings of parliament. Much of the business of the seven parliaments held during Henry’s
reign concerned the raising of money through taxation and through loans
such as those raised from the city, and in its narration of events towards
the end of the king’s reign GC is deeply critical of the effects on Londoners
and others of the imposition of various taxes and fines.
Considerable portions of GC in the years 1485–1509 are taken
up with narration of the various challenges to Henry VII’s right to the
throne. The Yorkshire rebellion of 1489, and the successive promotion
of the fraudulent claimants Lambert Simnel and Perkin Warbeck, feature
significantly in the events recorded. Through these events the crown has
an important presence in the chronicle. Significant royal births and deaths
are noted (see 11, 16, 18, 19, 24), along with betrothals and weddings. As
a well-connected Londoner, and then as a sheriff and alderman, Fabyan
would have encountered the king directly on some of the ceremonial occasions he records. His long description of the king’s Christmas banquet at
Westminster in 1493, during the year when he was sheriff, is infused with
wonder at the splendid entertainments and the dazzling range of dishes
served (10). His account of the Westminster jousts of November 1494,
following the young Prince Henry’s reception into the city, is similarly
detailed (11; compare the sparer account in 8). As an alderman until July
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1503 he would have been present at many of the ceremonies and processions described in GC: the reception of Prince Arthur in 1498 (15) and
again in 1501 (18); the reception of Princess Katherine (18); the visit
of the imperial embassy in the spring of 1503 (19). Events he did not
attend in person would have been matters of local report, or in some cases
noted in newsletters: the menu served at Princess Margaret’s wedding in
Scotland (19) may have reached him in this form.

London and the Wider World, 1485–1509
Although the focus of GC is on London, its contents make plenty of reference to events of wider import both in Britain and further afield. Some
of these references are simply to news of striking incidents from outside
London, such as the monstrous fish caught in a village in Kent in 1502
(18), or the fall of gigantic hailstones at St. Neot’s in 1497 (13). But other
parts of GC track events of national significance. In the years following
Henry VII’s accession, machinations concerning Lambert Simnel’s claim
to the crown involved the arrival of Burgundian troops, and their defeat
by Henry’s forces in June 1487 at the Battle of Stoke in Nottinghamshire
(3). Two years later the Yorkshire rebellion led by John à Chambre caused
the death of the earl of Northumberland, and drew the king north for
reprisals. The claim of Perkin Warbeck to be Richard Duke of York features prominently in GC over several years. Many people were involved in
the plotting (11), which brought Warbeck from the Low Countries first to
Ireland, later to Cornwall, and eventually to Beaulieu in Hampshire where
he took sanctuary but was captured and brought to London (13, 14).
These events, part of the long aftermath of Henry Tudor’s claiming
the crown, thread their way in and out of the narrative alongside reports
of other troubles outside London. The progress of the Cornish rebellion
of 1497 is carefully mapped in the narrative, with much detail about the
rebels’ progress towards Blackheath before their defeat at Deptford Strand
(13). The chronicler notes with evident pleasure the king’s appreciation of
the city’s support for his troops, and the royal thanks offered to the mayor
and aldermen “for the good guidance of the city, and for the victualling
of his army.” Hostilities against Scotland are also a feature of these years:
a letter from the king to the city in the summer of 1497 describes English
successes, but also the recalcitrance of English troops unwilling to finish
off the rout of the Scots (13). Alongside domestic troubles GC also gives
some account of foreign concerns, including the king’s French expedition
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of autumn 1492 and the peace of Étaples (8, 9), and his meeting with the
Archduke Philip at Calais in 1500 (16). Many of these reports sit alongside details about the general imposition of taxes: one in 1488–1489 to
finance hostilities towards Brittany (5); two, granted by successive parliaments in 1496 and 1497, to finance the campaign against the Scots (13).
The king’s requests for loans and taxes from the city are also noted: the
award of one grant is recorded in 1485–1486 (1); of another in 1488 (4);
the “benevolence” requested to finance the French campaign in 1491 (7);
and the tax to support the marriage pageants in 1501 (16).
Fabyan’s membership of London’s community of wealthy merchants
gives an international dimension to GC. A number of the annual entries
make reference to trade-related matters, such as the role of foreign brokers, or
to the merchant adventurers (15; see also 12 for the treaty with Burgundy).
The international cast of the chronicle includes mercenaries like Martin
Schwartz, foreign supporters of Perkin Warbeck, and visitors coming to
London from the continent on diplomatic matters. Henry VII’s relations
with successive popes add to this international flavor. One of three “caps of
maintenance,” or ceremonial caps, sent to the king from successive popes
is welcomed at ceremonies in the autumn of 1496, for example (13). Early
in 1501 a missive from the pope requests help to resist Turkish advances in
eastern Europe (17). In 1492 the taking of Granada from the Turks by the
forces of Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon is celebrated at St.
Paul’s with an oration by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Cardinal Morton,
in praise of the victors, followed by a solemn service and a sermon from one
of Morton’s chaplains (8). In 1504–1505 news comes of another eastern
leader, said to be more powerful than even the Great Turk, but the chronicler comments that these reports were “more rumours than credible” (21).
Interest in the wider world is present in GC’s references to voyages of
exploration, matters which must have concerned the compiler as much for
their trading possibilities as for their promise of strange new lands and customs. John Cabot departs from Bristol in May 1497 to seek “an island … rich
and stocked with valuable commodities,” and the chronicler notes in detail
the merchandise optimistically carried on the ships: “coarse cloth caps, laces,
points and other trifles” (14). Merchants in Bristol and London, as well as
the king, had helped to finance the venture. In 1501–1502 the chronicler
reports seeing men who returned with Cabot from Newfoundland, wearing
animal skins, eating raw meat, and speaking incomprehensibly. He would
see them again two years later in Westminster Palace, at which point they
were “dressed like Englishmen,” although silent (18).
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This little account neatly exemplifies the texture and appeal of GC.
At one level the narrative is a useful record of the chronology of events,
supplying detail about the dates, places, and personnel relevant to matters worthy of note. Its compiler’s specific concerns with London government, and with national and international events likely to be of import to
Londoners—especially to those concerned with trade—make it a valuable
store of political, economic, and social information relevant to the history
of London, and of England and Europe. Its intermittent eye-witness testimony gives it a special flavor, however. Fabyan’s encounters with the men
from Newfoundland, like his evident enjoyment of the Christmas banquet of 1493, or of the receptions of important visitors that he attended,
are registered with touches of wit and with attention to matters not always
included in formal descriptions of such events: references to the spangles of gold falling from revellers’ garments, and to the newly knighted
mayor’s pleasure in being able to greet his wife “as doubly a lady,” bring
the Christmas banquet vividly to life (10). That such impressions are not
always positive ones gives a still keener sense of personal investment in
the events narrated. The sections of GC concerning the latter years of
the king’s reign offer an especially jaundiced account of the activities of
Edmund Dudley and Richard Empson, financial agents to the crown and,
in Fabyan’s firmly expressed view, arrant and cruel extortioners. Like those
responsible for most of the other London chronicles to which GC is affiliated, Fabyan does not identify himself by name as “author” or compiler
anywhere in his work, and would certainly not have viewed his undertaking as an especially personal account of the years it covers. But the special
idiom of his narrative, the particular enthusiasms and prejudices that he
displays, and his evident engagement in the material he draws together,
combine to create a distinctive and appealingly individual impression.

The Great Chronicle of London: Language and Idiom
The extracts from GC presented here are offered in a lightly modernized
form of Fabyan’s late Middle English.12 Features of the original which are
likely to cause particular difficulties for modern readers are the orthography (spelling ), the word order, and the sentence construction; all of
12

The text in its original form can be consulted in Thomas and Thornley, eds., The
Great Chronicle of London, which preserves Fabyan’s orthography (the forms of his
spelling) and punctuation.
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these have been modified to some extent. Some effort has been made to
retain the flavor of the original, however. Fabyan’s favorite rhetorical figures (litotes, or understatement; and occupatio, or emphasizing something
by pretending not to mention it) are retained as far as sense permits; and
versions of frequently used phrases such as “the said,” “the foresaid,” “the
aforementioned,” “that is to mean,” “as after more at large appereth,” and so
on, are kept. Modern equivalents have been substituted for words in GC
which are now obsolete or used only in very specialized contexts, such as
prest (forced loan), mart (market), mistery (guild or company); and in the
case of words whose meaning has changed, such as incontinent (originally
“without delay”). Dates given in GC in the form of saints’ days or liturgical festivals are retained, but with the day and month supplied alongside
in square brackets. When citing day and month Fabyan mostly used the
form “the xiijth day of November” (with roman numerals), rendered here
according to modern usage as “13 November.” Sums of money noted by
Fabyan in roman numerals are given here in arabic numerals (using £. s.
d. for sterling and elsewhere “nobles,” “marks,” “ecus” and so on as appropriate). The spelling of proper names has been normalized; for mayors,
sheriffs, and aldermen, the forms followed are those used in Caroline M.
Barron, London in the Later Middle Ages: Government and People 1200–
1500 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).

Note on the Text
The text here is made up of selections from the portions of GC covering
the years 1485–1509. As noted above, the text has been lightly modernized, and is punctuated according to current conventions. Square brackets indicate editorial insertions, most of which are dates or identifications
of people and places. Ellipses within round brackets ( … ) indicate points
where parts of the original have been omitted in the selections made here.
Ellipses within square brackets [ … ] indicate points where the compiler
left a gap in the original for some reason, presumably because he lacked
or was uncertain of information and left a blank to be filled in at a later
point. No attempt has been made here to incorporate material added to
the original, at these points and also elsewhere, by later annotators such
as John Stow (these insertions are recorded in Thomas and Thornley, eds.,
The Great Chronicle of London). Explanations of unfamiliar terms (e.g.,
distances, weights and measures, forms of currency) are given in the footnotes and in the short glossary below. The footnotes also supply directions
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at particular points to further reading. Biographical details of many of the
people named in the text can be followed up in ODNB.

Select Glossary of Distances, Weights
and Measures, Forms of Currency
ecu: unit of French currency, of variable value
furlong: 220 yards
groat: 4d
hogshead: 126 gallons
mark: 13s 4d
pipe: 63 gallons
rod: 5½ yards

Chronology
[events in square brackets are not included in the extracts from GC]
1457

January 28

[Birth of Henry Tudor]

ca. 1450

[Birth of Robert Fabyan]

1468

[Fabyan apprenticed to Sir Thomas Cook, draper]

1485
1486
1487

1489

August 22

[Battle of Bosworth]

October 30

Coronation of Henry VII

January 18

Marriage of Henry and Elizabeth of York

September 19

Birth of Prince Arthur

[May 24

Lambert Simnel crowned king in Dublin]

June 16

Battle of Stoke Field

November 25

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth

February 10

Treaty of Redon (Henry supports Emperor Maximilian against Brittany and France)

[March 28

Treaty of Medina del Campo (with Spain)]

April 28

Death of earl of Northumberland in Yorkshire
rebellion

June 13

Battle of Dixmude (victory for English and Imperial forces against France)
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1490

Raising of tax to support Henry’s planned French
expedition

1491

[November

Perkin Warbeck appears in Ireland]

1492

January 2

Conquest of Granada by Isabella of Castile and
Ferdinand of Aragon

May

Jousts at Sheen

Sept./October

Henry VII invades France

November 3

Treaty of Étaples (with France)

September

Robert Fabyan named sheriff for the year

October 13

Attack on the Steelyard and Hanseatic merchants

Christmas

Henry VII hosts a dinner at Westminster

1494

November

Jousts at Westminster

1495

February 16

Execution of Sir William Stanley; followed by further trials and executions

July–August

Warbeck’s failed attempt to land at Deal in Kent;
followed by further trials and executions

[August

Robert Fabyan elected master of the Drapers’
Company for one year]

December

Fabyan elected alderman for the ward of Farringdon Without

February

Magnus intercursus (“great treaty”) between England and the Netherlands

September

Brief invasion of England by the Scots

October

Papal emissary brings “cap of maintenance” (ceremonial cap) for Henry VII

May

Start of Cornish rebellion

July 17

Cornish rebellion concluded at the Battle of
Blackheath

September

Truce with Scotland agreed in the Treaty of Ayton
(in the Scottish Borders), following English successes; Warbeck lands in Cornwall

October 5

Surrender of Warbeck

May

Cabot’s second expedition leaves Bristol

1493

1496

1497

1498

October/November Reception of Prince Arthur into the city
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1499

November 16

Execution of Warbeck

November 29

Execution of earl of Warwick

June 9

Meeting of Henry VII and Archduke Philip at
Calais

June 19

Death of Prince Edmund, son of Henry VII

September 15

Death of Cardinal Morton, archbishop of Canterbury

July

Edmund de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, leaves England

[August

Fabyan elected to serve a second term as master of
the Drapers’ Company]

November 12

Reception of Katherine of Aragon into London

November 14

Marriage of Prince Arthur and Princess Katherine

November 18

Jousts at Westminster

Christmas

Mayor’s dinner for Scottish ambassadors

April 2

Death of Prince Arthur

May 6

Trial and execution of Sir John Tyrell and other
supporters of Edmund de la Pole

February 11

Death of Queen Elizabeth

February 22

Funeral of Queen Elizabeth

July

Fabyan resigns from his position as alderman

August 8

Marriage of Princess Margaret, daughter of Henry VII, and James IV of Scotland

January

Arrival of Archduke Philip of Burgundy, with his
entourage

February 9

Treaty of Windsor between Henry VII and Archduke Philip

April 24

Imprisonment of Edmund de la Pole in the Tower
of London

[September 25

Death of Archduke Philip]

1507

[December 21

Betrothal of Princess Mary, daughter of Henry VII,
and Archduke Charles]

1509

April 21

Death of Henry VII

April 24

Henry VIII proclaimed king; Empson and Dudley
imprisoned in the Tower

1500

1501

1502

1503

1506
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Suggestions for Further Reading
The Great Chronicle of London
The single manuscript in which GC survives (now London Metropolitan
Archives CLC/270/MS03313) is described in great detail, with some
illustrations, in the introduction to the edition by A. H. Thomas and I.
D. Thornley, The Great Chronicle of London (London: George W. Jones,
1938). Shorter descriptions are in N. R. Ker, Medieval Manuscripts in
British Libraries: I, London (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969), pp. 86–87; P.
R. Robinson, Catalogue of Dated and Datable Manuscripts ca. 888–1600 in
London Libraries, 2 vols (London: British Library, 2003), i, 36; and (with
illustrations) in London: 1000 Years. Treasures from the Collections of the
City of London, ed. David Pearson (London: Scala Publishers, 2011), p. 28.

Robert Fabyan, Chronicler
Biographical details can be found in Thomas and Thornley, eds., The
Great Chronicle, pp. xliv–xlvi; in Mary-Rose MacLaren’s entry for “Robert
Fabyan” in ODNB, and in M. T. W. Payne, “Robert Fabyan’s Civic Identity,”
in The Yorkist Age: Proceedings of the 2011 Harlaxton Symposium, ed.
Hannes Kleinecke and Christian Steer (Donington: Shaun Tyas, 2013),
pp. 275–86.
As well as composing at least part of GC, Fabyan wrote another
chronicle with a wider chronological and historical scope. It survives in
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Fabyan’s Chronicle. See The New Chronicles of England and France, in Two
Parts, by Robert Fabyan, ed. Henry Ellis (London: T. C. and J. Rivington
et al., 1811). This book contains details of Fabyan’s will, pp. iii–xiii.
Fabyan’s purchase of a copy of the Nuremberg Chronicle, and the
annotations he supplied to it, are described by M. W. T. Payne, “Robert
Fabyan and The Nuremberg Chronicle,” The Library, 7th series, 12 (2011),
164–69. His enhancement of his manuscripts with pieces cut from
printed books is described by Mary C. Erler, “Pasted-In Embellishments
in English Manuscripts and Printed Books ca. 1480–1533,” The Library,
6th series, 14 (1992), 185–206.
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History and Chronicle Writing ca. 1500
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England are Antonia Gransden, Historical Writing in England, II: Ca.
1307 to the Early Sixteenth Century (London and Henley: Routledge and
Kegan Paul, 1982); Edward Donald Kennedy, “XXI. Chronicles and Other
Historical Writing,” in A Manual of the Writings in Middle English 1050–
1500, volume 8, general editor Albert E. Hartung (Connecticut Academy
of Arts and Sciences, New Haven, CT: Archon Books, 1989); Alfred
Hiatt, “Historical Writing,” in A Companion to Middle English Prose, ed.
A. S. G. Edwards (Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 2004), pp. 171–94. The writing of history in the sixteenth century is discussed by D. R. Woolf, Reading
History in Early Modern England (Cambridge: Cambridge University
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ed. and trans., The Anglica Historia of Polydore Vergil, A.D. 1485–1537,
Camden Society, 3rd series, 74 (London: Royal Historical Society, 1950).
The range of surviving London chronicles and their characteristics are the subject of Mary-Rose MacLaren, The London Chronicles of the
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Age, ed. Hannes Kleinecke and Christian Steer, Harlaxton Medieval
Studies, XXIII (Donington: Shaun Tyas, 2013), pp. 256–74, and Edward
Donald Kennedy, “XXI. Chronicles and Other Historical Writing,” in A
Manual of the Writings in Middle English 1050–1500, volume 8, general
editor Albert E. Hartung (Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences,
New Haven, CT: Archon Books, 1989), pp. 2650–54.
More specific information about the circulation and ownership of
London chronicles is provided in MacLaren, The London Chronicles of
the Fifteenth Century, pp. 156–226. Some modern editions of London
chronicles for comparison with GC are the Greyfriars’ chronicle, in The
Chronicle of the Greyfriars of London, ed. John Gough Nichols, Camden
Society, 53 (London: Royal Historical Society, 1852); the annals in The
Customs of London, Otherwise Called Arnold’s Chronicle, ed. Francis Douce
(London: F. C. and J. Rivington, et al., 1811), pp. xix–lii; and the materials collected in Chronicles of London, ed. Charles Lethbridge Kingsford
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1905), pp. 153–263.
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London ca. 1500
An excellent introduction is Caroline M. Barron, “London 1300–1540,”
in The Cambridge Urban History of Britain, Volume I: 600–1540, ed. D. M.
Palliser (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), pp. 395–440.
A more detailed account of London’s government and civic offices is the
same author’s London in the Later Middle Ages: Government and People
1200–1500 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004). The Guildhall and
its libraries are treated in Caroline M. Barron, The Medieval Guildhall of
London (London: Corporation of London, 1974); and Mary C. Erler,
“The Guildhall Library, Robert Bale, and the Writing of London History,”
Historical Research, 89 (2016), 176–86, reviews the access to materials in
these libraries enjoyed by aldermen such as Fabyan.
Orthodoxy and heresy in late fifteenth and early sixteenth century
London are explored by Susan Brigden, London and the Reformation
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989). Civic pageantry and display
are discussed by Sydney Anglo, Spectacle Pageantry, and Early Tudor
Policy (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969); Janette Dillon, Performance and
Spectacle in Hall’s Chronicle (London: Society for Theatre Research, 2002);
and (with a court focus) W. R. Streitberger, Court Revels 1485–1559,
Studies in Early English Drama, 3 (Toronto: Toronto University Press,
1994). For the significance of the kinds of clothing noted in accounts of
civic ceremonies and pageantry, see Anne F. Sutton, “Order and Fashion
in Clothes: The King, his Household and the City of London at the End
of the Fifteenth Century,” Textile History, 22 (1991), 253–76, and Maria
Hayward, Rich Apparel: Clothing and the Law in Henry VIII’s England
(Farnham: Ashgate, 2009).
The poem in praise of London reproduced in GC is discussed by
John Scattergood, “‘London, Thou Art the Flour of Cities All …’: A Late
Medieval Poem and its Manuscripts,” in Manuscripts and Ghosts: Essays
on the Transmission of Medieval and Early Renaissance Literature, by John
Scattergood (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2006), pp. 252–68. Much information about medieval London is included in the later account made
by John Stow: see John Stow, A Survey of London, Reprinted from the
Text of 1603, ed. Charles Lethbridge Kingsford, 2 vols (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 908, reprinted 1971).
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The Reign of Henry VII
General introductions are S. B. Chrimes, Henry VII (London: Eyre
Methuen, 1972); Sean Cunningham, Henry VII (London: Routledge,
2007); Thomas Penn, Winter King : The Dawn of Tudor England
(London: Allen Lane, 2011); and Steven Gunn, Henry VII’s New Men
and the Making of Tudor England (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2016). Ian Arthurson, The Perkin Warbeck Conspiracy 1491–99 (Stroud:
Sutton, 1994) and Anthony Fletcher and Diarmaid MacCulloch, Tudor
Rebellions, 5th edn (Abingdon: Routledge, 2008) supply detail about
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The parliamentary proceedings of the period are discussed by P. R.
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University Press, 2009). C. S. L. Davies, “Information, Disinformation and
Political Knowledge under Henry VII and Early Henry VIII,” Historical
Research 85 (2012), 228–53, reviews the circulation of news during the
early Tudor period.
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Figure 1. The Great Chronicle of London. The start of Robert Fabyan’s entry for
the mayoralty of John Tate, fol. 253. (Photo: London Metropolitan Archives,
City of London (CLC/270/03313).)
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Figure 2. Henry VII. By an unknown Netherlandish artist; ca. 1505.
(Photo: © National Portrait Gallery, London.)
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Figure 3. Henry VII on his deathbed.
London, British Library Additional MS 45131, fol. 54
(collections of the herald Thomas Wriothesley).
(Photo: © The British Library Board.)
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Figure 4. Henry VII and Elizabeth of York. Funeral effigies
designed by the Italian sculptor Pietro Torrigiano,
from their tomb in the Lady Chapel at Westminster Abbey.
(Photo: By permission of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster.)
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Figure 5. “London.” From an edition of the Brut chronicle of England,
printed at Westminster by Wynkyn de Worde, 1497.
(Photo: © Museum of London.)
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1 The King’s Reception into London;
Sweating Sickness in the City

T

he names of mayors and sheriffs in the time of King Henry
the Seventh, who began his reign on 22 August in the year of Our
Lord God 1485.1

1484–1485: Thomas Hill, grocer, mayor; Thomas Breteyn and Ralph
Astry, sheriffs.
This mayor continued in office until 27 September. In which time, that is
to say on 27 August, the king was received into London, the citizens being
again clothed in violet cloth, and so was brought to St. Paul’s, where at the
cross by the north door he offered up three standards, one of which had
the arms of St. George, the second a red fiery dragon painted upon white
and green sarcenet, and the third was a banner of tarteron emblazoned
with a dun cow.2 And that done he was conveyed into the Bishop’s Palace,
and lodged there; and the earl of Oxford was lodged at the Arbour. Great
supplication and exertion was then made to him both for matters concerning himself and for matters relating to the soliciting of causes to the king.
For such people as had occupied their lands by gift of King Edward, or
by purchase, were then eager to confirm their rights, with all such profits
as they had received from all the said lands during all the time of King
Edward’s absence.
Then shortly afterwards the sweating sickness began,3 from which
many people suddenly died for lack of good care; for they were kept so hot
and confined that many were smothered who might have been saved with
more moderate keeping. Thomas Hill, then mayor, died of this sickness on
27 September.

1

GC has 1486: an indication of its overall shakiness with precise dates.
The standards, presumably those from Bosworth, bore Henry’s badges: St.
George, the red dragon, and the dun cow, a legendary beast slain by the romance hero
Guy of Warwick.
3
Sweating sickness was a mysterious disease, characterized by sudden onset and
swift progression of symptoms, that first appeared in England and later spread to the
continent. Its various outbreaks caused many deaths before it disappeared in the midsixteenth century.
2
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1484–1485: Sir William Stokker, draper, mayor; Thomas Breteyn
and Ralph Astry, sheriffs.
Immediately after Thomas Hill, mayor, had departed out of this world,
the aldermen and commoners assembled at their accustomed place, and
after their ancient customs there elected the aforementioned Sir William
Stokker to take the office of mayor, for the remainder of the old mayor’s
year. The which Sir William—because the king had left the city, and the
barons of the king’s exchequer were not then sitting, 4 since the term was
not yet begun—was conveyed with his brother aldermen and the commoners of the city to the Tower Gate, that leads towards Our Lady of
Barking. Where outside the said gate, the lieutenant of the Tower, sitting
with such learned men as he had then appointed, charged the said Sir
William with the same oath that he would have been charged with in the
king’s exchequer, and so departed.
This mayor lived for no more than seven days afterwards but died by
occasion of the sickness mentioned above, just as many more died in that
season. For from the time that Thomas Hill died until this mayor departed
there died four aldermen ( … ) besides many head commoners who died
in the same season. Because of Sir William’s death, the aldermen with the
commoners assembled again at Guildhall on 8 October, and there chose
for their head officer this man following:

1484–1485: John Warde, grocer, mayor; Thomas Breteyn and Ralph
Astry, sheriffs.
This mayor continued in office for the remainder of Thomas Hill’s year: that
is to say until the feast of Simon and Jude [October 28], in which season,
praise God, the aforementioned sickness declined, by God’s forbearance
and by the good and moderate care of such patients as were then afflicted.
Also in this mayor’s time was made speedy provision for the king’s
coronation.

4

As part of his induction process, the new mayor each year was required to take
his oath at Guildhall on October 28, and on the following day at Westminster before
the king and the barons of the exchequer. GC here recounts a departure from normal
practice occasioned by the untimely death in office of mayor Thomas Hill.

38  Selected Extracts

2 The Coronation; Raising Money From the City;
the Merchant Adventurers
1485–1486: Hugh Bryce, goldsmith, mayor; John Tate and John
Swan, sheriffs.
On the day after this mayor had taken on his charge before the barons of
the exchequer, which was on 30 October, the king was solemnly crowned
at Westminster; and after the solemnization in the monastery was finished, a royal and excellent feast was held the same day, with all appropriate trappings, in Westminster Hall.5
And this year about [ … ] the king sent my lord treasurer [Sir Thomas
Lovell] with Master Bray and other honourable personages to the mayor,
requiring from him and his citizens a loan of 6000 marks. In response to
which the mayor assembled his brother-aldermen and the common council on the Tuesday following, by whose authority was then granted to the
king a loan of £2000, which was levied shortly after for him; and this was
taken up by the fellowships6 and not by the wards, to be easier on poor
people. The fellowships of mercers, grocers, and drapers lent and gave up
£937 6s of this loan, which was fairly repaid in the following year.
And in this mayor’s time came about a great altercation among the
merchant adventurers to Flanders,7 concerning the choice of the master
of the fellowship called [merchant] adventurers. The reason for this was
that all fellowships of the city were discontent that the master of that company was mostly taken from the mercers’ company; and because of this
it seemed to all the other adventurers that the mercers had much more
favour in many different ways than had other merchants from other companies. To appease this dispute the mayor called before him at his home
the wardens of as many companies or fellowships of the city as were adventurers into Flanders, and there before him heard all such justifications as
the mercers made for them, and similarly the justifications of the others;
and he took more labour than thanks about this, for in the end they left
5

For further details of the coronation, see Anglo, Spectacle, pp. 10–21.
That is, by the livery companies.
7
The merchant adventurers were a limited company of London merchants who
traded overseas, exporting mostly cloth but importing a range of goods. Some of the
company’s functions were similar to those of the craft guilds, a number of whose more
prominent merchants became members.
6
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unreconciled. And it continued in such a way that at the next market following, the companies of various crafts held so fast to their opinion that
the master, being then a mercer, was discharged; and to observe fairness
someone named Robert Rydon, a man learned in civil law, was admitted.
But when he had occupied the position a short time, he was again discharged and then a draper named Robert Drayton occupied that office for
a time afterwards, and other people following, to the peace of mind of the
said adventurers.
In this mayor’s time wheat was 3s a bushel; also bay salt 2s 8d and
3s a bushel.

3 Henry’s Marriage; the Battle of Stoke Field;
the Birth of Prince Arthur
1486–1487: Sir Henry Colet, mercer, mayor; John Percyvale and
Hugh Clopton, sheriffs.
In this mayor’s time and [ … ] the king married Dame Elizabeth, the eldest
daughter of King Edward the Fourth.
And on 16 June was the battle of Stoke, which was driven by the
earl of Lincoln, son and heir of the duke of Suffolk who recently fled from
this land and went to the duchess of Burgundy, sister to King Edward IV.8
This duchess, as the word went, helped and prompted the said earl to make
war on England. Trusting in significant support from some of her territories, and thus being equipped with a small company of Burgundians, with
a fierce and strong soldier named Martin Schwartz as their captain, they
landed to their sorrow at [ … ];9 and so kept on their journey until they
came near to the foresaid town or village of Stoke, where they were met by
the king’s army, and there fought a fight that was bitter and sharp for as
long as it lasted, on the foresaid 16 June. The victory of this fell to the king,
God be praised; even though in a cunning manner men were set between
8

The Battle of Stoke Field was fought in a village near Newark, Nottinghamshire,
on June 16, 1487. John de la Pole, earl of Lincoln, supported a claim to the throne made
by Lambert Simnel who (supported by former Yorkists hostile to Henry VII) claimed
to be Edward, earl of Warwick, son of George, duke of Clarence and thus nephew
to Richard III. De la Pole cultivated the support of Margaret of Burgundy, sister of
Richard III, Edward IV, and Clarence.
9
They landed at Furness in Lancashire.
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the battlefield and many of the king’s subjects who were coming towards
his grace, showing them that the king had lost the field and fled; through
which cunning contrivance and rumour many men faithful to the king
turned back again, and some men in fear went into sanctuary, and waited
there until better news was brought to them. This battle was fought all
the more bitterly because the forenamed Martin Schwartz was tricked; for
when he undertook this journey he was promised by the earl of Lincoln
and cheered by the thought that after their landing a great proportion of
the country would support the said earl. But when he had made inroads
and seen no such support, he realized he was deceived, at which he said
to the earl, “Sir, now I see well that you have deceived yourself and also
me. But, that notwithstanding, I shall perform all the promises I made to
my Lady the Duchess,” exhorting the earl to do the same. And with this
they sped towards the battlefield with as much courage as if he had had
twenty thousand men more than he had, and there kept their promise in
such a way that he and the earl were both slain on the battlefield, with
many of their people. And when the tidings of this victory were brought
to the mayor, he immediately caused Te Deum to be sung in almost all the
churches in London.
Also in the latter end of this mayor’s year, that is to say the [ … ]
September, the first child of the king and queen was born, and named
Arthur.10

4 Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation;
Raising Money From the City
1487–1488: William Horne, salter, mayor; John Fenkyll and
William Remyngton, sheriffs.
In the beginning of this mayor’s time Queen Elizabeth was crowned at
Westminster on the day of St. Katherine or 25 November; to tell all the
details of which, with the royalty of the feast, would ask a long leisure. But
because I intend to set the order of one coronation in fine libri11 I pass over
this one, as I have done many more.
10

GC gives the wrong year for Arthur’s birth: he was born on September 20, 1486.
In fine libri: a Latin phrase meaning “at the end of the book.” This detail
may suggest that the compiler intended to insert a passage detailing the order of a
coronation, and would do so at the end of his book. It is also possible that he knew at
11
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In the month of July following was another loan made by the city to
the king, of £4000, which was also borne by the crafts or fellowships; of
which the mercers, grocers, and drapers lent £1615, and the goldsmiths,
fishmongers, and tailors lent £946 13d 4d; and the residue of this £4000,
which was £1438 6s 8d, was lent by all the other crafts of the city ( … ).
And in the end of this mayor’s time John Astley, the son of Sir John
Astley, knight, was drawn with two others from Westminster to Tower
Hill and beheaded there.

5 Rebellion at Home and War Abroad
1488–1489: Robert Tate, mercer, mayor; William Isaak and Ralph
Tilney, sheriffs.
In this mayor’s time the commons of the north, prompted by a yeoman
named John à Chambre, rebelled. 12 Intending to appease them by fair
means, the earl of Northumberland took his household retainers with
him, and drew towards them to talk with them in a peaceable manner, for
the said John à Chambre had previously refused to come to the said earl
when he had earlier sent for him. But as soon as the said earl approached
them, they—feeling deadly malice towards him for the disappointing of
King Richard’s hopes at Bosworth Field—set upon him and killed him
and some of his servants. When the king had word of this he sent the
earl of Surrey there with a band of men (which earl the king had recently
accepted to his favour and freed from imprisonment in the Tower, where
he had been kept since the time of the aforementioned Bosworth Field).
And that done, the king hastened after them with a strong company. But
before the king arrived, the earl had engaged with them and killed some of
them and reduced their strength, and taken their forenamed head captain
alive, who was presented with others to the king at York. Then the poor
commons who had helped John à Chambre and his accessories in this riot,
fearing grievous punishment, put halters about their necks, and came in
their shirts into a great court of the palace where the king was lodged, and
the point of writing up his account of the year 1488–1489 that he would be including
an account of a later coronation, that of Henry VIII in 1509: that is, that he was writing
this section after 1509.
12
On the causes and nature of the Yorkshire rebellion, see Fletcher and
MacCulloch, Tudor Rebellions, pp. 20–21.
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there kneeling cried lamentably for mercy and grace; to whom at length
the king granted forgiveness and pardon. And shortly afterwards the said
John à Chambre, and with him a certain number of those found to have
brought about this riot, were hanged at the said city of York upon a foursquare gallows, with one gibbet made above the four others, on which the
said John was hanged as head captain, and the others hanged upon the
lower gallows as his followers or ignorant disciples.
And when the king had quietened that region down, then he
returned to London, where shortly after he called a great council to which
were summoned some people from every city and important town of this
land. By authority of this council the tenth penny of men’s goods throughout this land was granted to the king, for the maintenance of the foresaid
war against the Bretons, who had now put themselves under the French
king’s protection—he had recently married the duchess of that land, who
had previously been promised to the archduke of Burgundy.13 Through
this grant of the tenth of men’s goods, movables as well as unmovables, the
king’s council thought that huge sums of money would be realized to the
king’s great profit. But by the time it was levied and totalled up, with tips
to the commissioners and such charges as were spent in levying the tax, it
amounted to little over a fifteenth. With this money the king repaid such
loans as he had borrowed previously in other mayoralties from his subjects, and ordered other charges for the abovesaid war, which first and last
cost the king far above the sum of £100,000.
In this mayor’s day also, Lord Daubeney, then lieutenant or deputy
for the king at Calais, made a voyage into Flanders with a crew of 2000
men, and there besieged a walled town called Dixmude, which at that time
was strongly fortified with Frenchmen and Flemings. Notwithstanding, he
assaulted that town so fiercely that in the end he won that stronghold, and
killed above 2000 of his enemies, and won from them much ordinance,
such as great guns, crossbows, and other things, which was sent to Calais.
In this encounter Lord Morley was killed, with other Englishmen to the
number of a hundred or more. And when he had delivered the town to the
13
This altercation arose in connection with the efforts of Maximilian I, Holy
Roman Emperor (called in GC “King of the Romans”), to administer lands inherited
after the death of his wife Mary of Burgundy in 1482, and to forge an alliance with
England to support Brittany against the king of France. Maximilian got as far as
marrying Anne of Brittany by proxy; but as events moved on the various alliances were
reconfigured and Anne married Charles VIII of France in 1491.
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archduke’s use, he then returned to Calais—and not without great danger,
for a French captain named Lord Cordes, accompanied with a company of
10,000 men or more, hurried to stop him; but as good fortune would have
it, he arrived too late.

6 A London Suicide
1489–1490: William White, draper, mayor; William Capel and
John Broke, sheriffs.
In this mayor’s time a tailor named Roger Shavelock, dwelling within
Ludgate and keeping a shop there well stocked with items of drapery, cut
his own throat. Hearing of this the sheriffs quickly hurried there, and even
though many of his smaller items were kept to one side by his wife and
servants, they nonetheless requisitioned much cloth and other stuff to
the value of a thousand marks or thereabouts. But while they were getting these goods together and searching them out of corners and other
places, the king’s almoner, named Master Urswick, came, and by virtue
of his office seized the said goods, and so constrained the sheriffs to stop
looking any further; and he put such goods as they had taken into the
hands of a neutral party until their title or his was justly determined. In
the end the right was deemed his, and so he had the said goods, and as it
was reported he gave the said goods back afterwards to the widow, upon
condition that she would marry a servant of his named William Flower;
who shortly afterwards married her.

7 An Execution; Raising Money for War Abroad;
Procedures for Civic Elections
1490–1491: John Mathewe, mercer, mayor; Robert Revell and Hugh
Pemberton, sheriffs.
In this mayor’s time, about Candlemass [February 2], Robert Revell, one
of the sheriffs, died; to replace whom Hugh Pemberton was quickly chosen. And shortly afterwards, Sir Robert Chamberlain, knight—who was
going over into Flanders with one of his sons, for at that time there were
secret rumours that the duchess of Burgundy had the duke of York in her
keeping—was arraigned at Stratford Langthorne with his said son, after
hard imprisonment in the Tower and torture on the rack. And both were
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judged there to be drawn, hanged, and quartered, and then conveyed
again to the Tower, and from there to Westminster where, upon the [ …
], the sheriffs received the said two persons, with one named [ … ]; which
three persons were drawn from there to Tower Hill, where only the said
Sir Robert was beheaded, and the other two pardoned.
Also in this mayor’s time, when the king wanted to make his royal
journey to France,14 he attempted something tried by King Edward in the
time when Robert Drope was mayor. After he had tested the good will of
his nobles, he sent for the mayor, and handled him in such a politic way that
he prompted him to grant £200 towards his good speed, if his grace went
on the journey himself. After this precedent all the aldermen were glad to
grant the same—even though some of them would withhold the payment
for the duration of their lives, and then have their executors pay ( … ).
When the king had dealt with the aldermen in this way, he committed the commoners of the city to various of the lords spiritual and temporal, and joined to them other honourable people, which lords as chief
commissioners divided the companies or crafts of the city among them,
for greater speed. So my lord chancellor, then Doctor Morton, was allocated the fellowships of drapers and others, which he dealt with so firmly
that many of them were charged at £60 a man, and none escaped under
£10 or nearabouts; whereas my lord of Winchester, having the examination of the mercers’ company with other worshipful crafts, allowed them
to pass for 50 marks at best. This benevolence was so extensively charged
to the city that the whole sum came to £9682 17s 4d. For which reason,
and because of the hard dealing of the lord chancellor and some others,
it was named afterwards “malevolence” instead of “benevolence.” But the
king did do one gracious thing : where King Richard, as shown before,
borrowed many notable sums from the citizens and laid for them good
pledges which by his royal power he might have had restored unto his
treasury without payment for them;15 in contrast, Henry of his goodness
allowed to all who had any of the said pledges all such sums as they had
laid out for them—though some of them were not so much in value as the
money which they represented. Then the king visited many areas of the
14

By the 1489 Treaty of Redon Henry was committed (with the Emperor
Maximilian) to supporting Brittany against France. The expedition of autumn 1492
was a belated gesture towards this, but by this point Anne of Brittany had already
married Charles VIII of France, and a peace was negotiated at Étaples.
15
That is to say, he might have taken the pledges back without paying for the loans.
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country, and the commissioners the rest, calling the people before them;
and exhorted them in such a way that the king’s grace was well content
with the loving demeanour of his subjects. And so he had good cause, for
in this way he levied more money than he would have done with four fifteenths. And also with less complaint from his commons: for no-one paid
this charge except men of good means, whereas at every fifteenth poor
people are charged, who complain more about paying 6d than at this time
many did for paying of six nobles.
In this mayor’s time also an act was made by the common council.
In time past the chamberlain16 of London and the masters of the bridge17
have been chosen yearly by the communality of the city on St. Matthew’s
day [September 21], and every man present at the time of the said election has named those they favoured for chamberlain or bridge master, not
regarding the common good of the city—which has meant many times
that indigent men unqualified for office have been admitted, and done the
city no good or worship. Because of this and to remedy the problem it
was now enacted by the mayor and aldermen, with the assent of the common council, that from thenceforth the mayor and his brother-aldermen
shall name two persons that they think suitable for the office of the chamberlain, of the which two the commons shall choose one for their chamberlain for the following year. And in the same way, the mayor and his
brother-aldermen shall name four persons they think most suitable as the
bridge masters, of the which four the commons shall choose two.
In this mayor’s time also wheat was 20d and 22d a bushel in London.

16

The chamberlain, elected by the citizens of London, was responsible for the
city’s finances. The pay was not high (£10 p.a.) and the chamberlain did not receive the
perquisites that went with some other city offices.
17
London Bridge, run by a bureaucracy separate from that of the city, was under
the charge of two bridgemasters or bridgewardens who were elected annually by the
citizens.
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8 Trouble Over the Mayoral Election;
the Relief of Granada; the King Leaves for France
1491–1492: Hugh Clopton, mercer and bachelor, mayor;
Thomas Wood and William Browne, sheriffs.
At the time of the election of this mayor, the fellowship of the tailors, that
some years before had put forward Sir John Percyvale in the election to be
mayor and failed in their purpose, put him forward again in the election,
with the assistance of fullers, shearmen, and dyers, utterly set this year to
have him mayor; they thought that since Hugh Clopton was only just
made alderman the bench would have preferred to take the said Sir John
Percyvale. But the bench, considering the hot appetite Percyvale had to
that office each year, disappointed him this year as they had done in times
past. For which reason the said fellowship of tailors, grievously discontented, spoke many riotous and heinous words about the fellowship of the
drapers, saying that in their malice towards the tailors they kept Percyvale
from that office each year. Because of these words there was great noise
and commotion in the hall that day, and afterwards, the ill-feeling of certain mean people from those two fellowships grew to such an extent that
danger of trouble was suspected to come of it if the mayor had not been
able to take matters in hand ( … ).
In this mayor’s time also, in the month of February, a yeoman of
the crown formerly with King Edward, named [ … ], was drawn from the
Marshalsea to Tyburn and there hanged for treason.
On 6 April, with the mayor and his brother-aldermen assembled at
St. Paul’s, and a great multitude of the citizens in their liveries, the chancellor Doctor Morton came there, and standing on the upper step at the
choir door in St. Paul’s, delivered a suitably fine speech to the people there
about the winning of the city and country of Granada from the Turks by
the valiant power of the king of Spain.18 And when he had finished the
said oration, he returned into the choir, where then, in love of God, Te
Deum was sung for that great victory with great solemnity. And that done,
he went in procession, and after went to the cross, and there sat under the
preacher while a noble sermon was spoken by a chaplain of his. During the
course of this sermon, the preacher showed that in the same year that this
18

The taking of Granada by the forces of Isabella I of Castile and Ferdinand II of
Aragon concluded a ten-year war against Islamic rule on the Iberian peninsula.
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foresaid city and country of Granada was won, a piece of the holy cross
was found in an old wall in the city of Rome.19
In the following month of May a valiant joust was held in the king’s
palace of Sheen, now named Richmond, 20 which lasted the space of a
month, sometimes held in the said palace and sometimes outside on the
green in front of the gate of the said palace. As this joust continued, Sir
James Parker, knight, and a gentleman named Hugh Vaughan ran their
course; but because of a casualty that arose from the malfunctioning of the
headpiece which Sir James wore that day, the said Sir James was so badly
hurt and bruised in the mouth that he died shortly afterwards.
On 9 September, well supplied now with men and equipment for
war, the king in his great wisdom so abundantly provided for everything
that nothing necessary for a royal voyage was lacking; and after being conveyed with honourable triumph through the city towards his manor of
Greenwich, his grace on the foresaid 9 September left his said manor, making his way towards the coast, and made such speed that he took ship at
his pleasure at Sandwich on 6 October, and landed the same day at Calais.

9 Peace with France; Trade; Trouble at the Steelyard
1492–1493:21 Sir William Martin, skinner, mayor;
William Purchase and William Welbeck, sheriffs.
In the beginning of this mayor’s time, on 9 November, a letter recently
sent from the king was read before the mayor and aldermen and common
council in the outer chamber of the Guildhall, headed as follows: “To our
right trusty and well beloved, the mayor, aldermen and common council of our city of London.” The effect of this letter was that the king had
concluded a peace with the French king for the term of both their lives,
and for whichever of them was longest living, a year after that. To have
19
Part of the inscription or title placed by Pilate on the cross at Christ’s crucifixion
(known as the titulus crucis) was discovered in 1492 during repairs to the church of
Sante Croce in Gerusalemme in Rome, where it is still preserved. Its authenticity has
been questioned and it may be a medieval forgery.
20
Sheen was a royal residence. It would burn down in 1497, but Henry VII (also
earl of Richmond) had it rebuilt and changed its name to Richmond Palace (see below,
p. 95).
21
GC here gives the wrong dates of 1493–1494.
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this peace established, the French king granted 45,700 ecus to be paid to
our sovereign lord in certain years, which amounted in sterling money to
£127,666 13s 4d. And according to the effect of the same letter, on the
Sunday following my lord chancellor, standing on one of the steps at the
choir door at St. Paul’s, showed to a great audience then there the same
tidings, and then returned into the choir, and remained there until the Te
Deum was solemnly sung.
And on 17 December, the king landed at Dover and from there
came to Greenwich, and rested there until the Saturday before Christmas.
On that Saturday, 22 December, the mayor and his brother-aldermen
clothed in scarlet, and a fitting number of the commons clothed in violet,
met with his grace at Blackheath22 and conveyed him through the city that
day to St. Paul’s, where he remained and made an offering; and that done
they conveyed him to Westminster, where he kept a royal Christmas.
In the month of January two false pardoners23 who were convicted
before the mayor of forging a false pardon with which they had gone to
various places and deceived people, were set on the pillory for three market days. One of these, because he had pretended to be a priest, was sent
to Newgate where he died, and the other was driven out of the city with a
good deal of shame.
On 17 May four men all fastened on one hurdle were drawn through
the city from the Marshalsea to Tyburn, and there hanged for treason.
And towards the end of this mayor’s time, on the Tuesday preceding St. Edward’s day [October 13], about six o’clock in the morning, certain servants of the mercery, with others, went suddenly to the Steelyard, a
place where the Esterlings lived,24 and there began to rifle and to spoil any
chambers and other houses that they could enter; so that the Esterlings
were hard pressed to withstand them ( … ). At length the Esterlings shut
them outside their gates, and held them closed so long that no-one entered
22

Blackheath, to the southeast of London, was an important location on the route
followed by coronation and other major entries into London, since it was where the
mayor and city officers received the visitor.
23
Authorized pardoners, who were not normally priests, raised money for the
church by selling indulgences (commutations of penance for sin). The system was open
to malpractice, and the pardoners mentioned here were evidently unlicensed and in one
case making a fraudulent claim to priestly status.
24
The guildhall of the German or Hanseatic merchants in London, known as
Esterlings, was in Thames Street, and known as the Steelyard.
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except their friends and those they wished. But not long after the gates
were shut, the streets and lanes thereabouts, which are only narrow, were
stuffed so full of people that one might not look after oneself for others.
Then there was beating and rushing and heaving at the gates to break them
up, but the Esterlings had so strongly shored and fortified them ( … ) that
they might not do any harm to them; and so they continued for around
two hours before the mayor knew anything about it. About nine o’clock,
as the mayor was going towards the Guildhall with the sheriffs to hold
court, someone met with the mayor at Wood Street end, and told him
of this business. At which the mayor sent some of his officers back to his
place for weapons, and the sheriffs sent three or four of their yeomen to
warn all their officers to come in all haste to St. Lawrence Church in the
Jewry; where the mayor soon went, and waited there a short while until
he was accompanied by forty well armed people, or more, and then went
through St. Lawrence Lane into Cheapside, and from there the nearest
way to the Steelyard. But when he came to Dowgate the street was so thick
with people that he thought it best not to enter that way, but turned into
Bush Lane, from which a narrow lane stretches almost straight down to
the Steelyard.
As soon as news of the mayor’s coming was told to those busiest
at the gate, they fled like a flock of sheep, so that before the mayor had
covered the distance from Dowgate to Bush Lane (which is a little over
10 rods25) they had cleared so far off that the mayor came to the gate at
his pleasure, and there took a few without the making of any resistance,
and sent them to prison as suspicious persons. And afterwards he called to
him the constables of that ward, and charged them that if any new assault
was made, that they should call on the support of the honest householders
and resist until he or the sheriffs had warning of it. And then he went into
the place to comfort the merchants, and found it so defensively set out
with guns, crossbows, and other ordinances for war, prepared on both the
water’s side and the street side, that they would have been able to keep that
place a night and a day firing against the whole city.
Then the mayor commanded them that they should allow their
ordinance to stand like that for a day or two and that they should organize a night watch from among themselves in a secret manner; and then
left. Then the mayor and his brother-aldermen made an enquiry into this
25

A rod is a unit measurement equivalent to 5½ yards.
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riot and found that two servants of a mercer named John Pikton were the
beginners of it. When closely examined they accused each other, and similarly others, so that in conclusion there were up to the number of eighty
persons or more accused, who were covenanted servants and apprentices,
and not one householder among all of them ( … ). And when they were
examined about the cause of this riot, they all gave the same account and
said that the trade restrictions imposed by the king so frequently and for so
long caused the adventurers into Flanders to become less prosperous and
thus frustrated, for they had no work through trade to sustain daily living,
since the Esterlings, who were at their liberty, had all their trade into those
parts, and brought from there all such wares as they and other Englishmen
used to bring ( … ). All of which not only did for their masters, but was
also to their own undoing : for where their masters in times past used to
give to a covenanted servant £20 and meat and drink yearly beside other
benefits, now, for lack of business, and because they feared they should
lose their said customers forever—even though the restrictions might not
be maintained—a covenanted servant these days might not find a master
that would give to him five marks a year. So in order to be revenged they
thought this the best remedy—that is, had Fortune favoured them. Then
on account of this riot many were committed to various prisons and the
others bailed on surety, until the king’s pleasure was known.

10 Punishment of Rioters; Hostilities Between the Bishop
and the Prior of Christchurch; Seasonal Celebrations;
Burning of a Heretic
1493–1494:26 Ralph Astry, fishmonger, mayor; Robert Fabyan and
John Wynger, sheriffs.
In the beginning of this mayor’s year, in the month of November, he was
sent for with his brother-aldermen to come to Westminster to the king’s
council, where a straight commandment was given to the said mayor by
my lord chancellor on the king’s behalf: that he with the council of the
city should make enquiries more diligently about the said riot, and having duly learned about it should give an account to the king’s council, so
that his Grace might be sufficiently informed about it. Whereupon the
26

GC again gives the wrong dates here.
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mayor and his brother-aldermen, on the authority of a commission sent
to them for this purpose, made a new enquiry with two inquests; which
after having duly sought out for them knowledge of the truth, indicted as
principal offenders the foresaid two servants of John Pikton, mercer, with
many other accessories. Some of these were taken to the Tower and other
distant prisons, and held there at the king’s commandment for a long time
afterwards. But in the end, since none of their masters were found guilty
of consenting to this riot, the king of his great goodness pardoned them
and set them at their liberty.
Then on 22 February following, a commission of oyer et terminer27
was held at Guildhall before the mayor and other commissioners, where
four people were arraigned before them for treason, of whom the principal was named Thomas Bagnall, the second John Scot, the third John
Heath, and the fourth John Kennington. They were sanctuary men from
St. Martin’s le Grand, and were taken out of the said sanctuary shortly
before, for producing seditious bills and posting them up in various places
in the city, to the defamation of the king and some persons on his council.
For this deed, and other treasons committed by them, three of them were
judged to die, and the fourth, named Bagnall, pleaded to be restored to
sanctuary, on account of which he was sent back to the Tower until the
next term. And on the 26th day of the said month the other three, and two
others—of whom one was a Fleming and the other a yeoman of the crown
named Robert Bulkley, also then condemned at Westminster—were sent
to execution at Tyburn.
On the 16 th day of April, the bishop of London, after long representations and pleading had gone on between him and the prior of
Christchurch in London, came to the said house intending to remove
the said prior from office.28 But he, being warned of his coming, shut the
gates against him and so held the bishop out with strength for the space of
two hours or more. And finally, when he saw that he might not enter, he
27

Oyer et terminer: a term from the form of French used in medieval English law,
meaning “to hear and determine,” used of the kind of commission presided over by an
assize judge.
28
This episode was part of a long-running feud between Richard Hill, bishop of
London, and Thomas Percy, prior of the house of Austin canons at the Priory of Holy
Trinity or Christchurch, Aldgate. It was occasioned by Hill’s fear of scandal arising from
Percy’s relationship with a married woman, Joan Hodges, for whom he had procured
the office of embroiderer.
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then cursed the said prior and all those who helped him to resist, and then
departed. And on the following Friday, the said bishop caused to be fastened on St. Paul’s church doors, and various other places of the city, bills
under his seal denouncing the said cursed prior, and all who maintained
him in his obstinacy; and furthermore stated in the said bills that no man
should presume to take down any of the said bills, upon pain of cursing.
But that notwithstanding, within a short while afterwards an officer of the
archbishop of Canterbury came and took them down, every bill.
During the previous Christmas, the king kept an honourable household at Westminster, and on the twelfth day a sumptuous and great dinner was held in the White Hall. On that day Sir William Stanley, being
then lord chamberlain, sat alone at the high table holding state for the
king, and was served as the king should have been in many points. And
at the second table sat the mayor with his brother-aldermen, who were
worshipfully and plenteously served with all manner of dainties, and welcomed and offered suitable cheer by the lord steward and by Sir Richard
Guilford, then controller of the king’s household. And when the dinner
was done, the mayor with his brother-aldermen was taken into the king’s
chamber, where the king dubbed him knight; and afterwards he was asked
by the lord steward, as if at the king’s commandment, to wait and watch
such entertainments as would be shown that night in Westminster Hall.
That hall was then hung with tapestries, and set with ranked seating along
the hall at the king’s expense, so that the people might well and easily see
the said entertainment.
Then about nine o’clock in the evening, after the king had come into
the hall with several ambassadors from France and Spain, and the queen
with her ladies and gentlewomen, and every estate was assigned to their
position, the king’s players immediately came in and presented a fine interlude before the king. But before they had finished their play a member of
the king’s chapel named Cornysh29 came riding in, costumed after the figure of St. George; and afterwards a fair virgin followed dressed like a king’s
daughter, and leading by a silken lace a terrible, huge red dragon, which
spat fire from his mouth in various places in the hall as he passed. And
when the said Cornysh came before the king he delivered a certain speech
made in the form of balade royale,30 after finishing which he began this
29

William Cornysh the younger, composer and court impresario (ODNB).
Balade royale probably refers to the verse form, likely to have been of seven- or
eight-line stanzas, with five stresses or ten syllables, rhyming ababbcc or ababbcbc; both
30
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anthem of St. George: O Georgi deo care to which the king’s chapel choir,
which stood close by, answered Salvatorem deprecare, ut gubernet Angliam,
and so sang out the whole anthem with lively energy;31 during the course
of which the said Cornysh went out with the dragon, and the virgin was
led to where the queen was positioned. Then came in from the same place
as Cornysh had come from, that is from the lower part of the hall, twelve
gentlemen leading twelve ladies by strips of fine fabric, all richly and finely
disguised, the men as well as women, having before them a small tabouret
and a carefully crafted fiddle. These gentlemen leapt and danced all the
length of the hall as they came, and the ladies glided along after them as if
they stood on a frame running on wheels. They kept their steps so demure
and small that their limbs moved all at once, and when they came before
the king they parted in two and two, and so danced a certain number of
dances; and then in three and three, and lastly by four and four, and continued thus for a good hour. During all of this time it was wonderful to
behold the extraordinary leaps, gambols, and somersaults which the gentlemen made, so that their spangles of gold and other of their ornaments
fell from them in large numbers. But still the ladies kept to their first manner of behaviour so demurely as if they were images, even though some
of them could speak lively and quick-witted English if they were pressed
further—as some of them were there reported to have been.
And when this joyful disport was clearly finished, the disguisers left,
having made due obeisance to the king and queen. At which point a table
of stone still standing there was decorated with table linen, lights, and
other necessaries, and the king and queen and other estates, as it pleased
his grace to command, were seated there. Immediately from the kitchen,
which was behind the common place, came the foresaid twelve gentlemen, still in their disguising costumes, each bearing a dish, and after them
knights and esquires up to the full number of sixty. These sixty dishes were
all served to the king’s group of diners, and straightaway as many were
served to the queen: of which six score dishes not one was of meat or fish,
but all were confections of different fruits and conserves. And as soon as
the king and the queen and the other estates were served, then twentyfour dishes served in the same manner were brought to the mayor’s seats,
forms were used by Middle English poets Chaucer and Lydgate, and much in favor in
the fifteenth century.
31
“O George, beloved of God” and “Intercede with the Saviour, that he may
govern England.”
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with various wines and ale most plentifully available. And finally, as all
worldly pleasure has an end,32 the board was reverently withdrawn, and
the king and queen with the other estates, were conveyed into the palace,
with a great variety of lights; and the mayor with his company went to the
bridge where two barges were waiting for him. And so he came home by
daybreak, and then the mayor kissed his wife as doubly a lady.33
On 28 April an evil old heretic, who had become weak-minded with
age, named Joan Boughton, a widow, and mother of the wife of Sir John
Yonge (some people said this daughter smelled a lot like a heretic, after her
mother), was burned in Smithfield. This woman was four score years of age
or more, and held eight heretical opinions—which I pass over, for listening to them is neither pleasant nor fruitful. She was a disciple of Wyclif,
whom she accounted for a saint, and held so fast and firmly to eight of his
twelve opinions that all the doctors of London could not turn her from
one of them.34 And when she was told that she would be burned for her
obstinacy and false belief, she set these words at nothing, but defied them,
for she said she was so beloved by God and his holy angels that all the fire
in London should not hurt her. But on the next day a quarter of a faggot
with a few reeds consumed her in a little while, and as long as she could
cry she spoke often of God and Our Lady; but no man could cause her to
name Jesus, and so she died. But it appeared she left some of her disciples
behind her, for the night following, most of the ashes of the fire that she
was burned in were removed, and kept for a precious relic in an earthen
pot (as was after demonstrated in the time of Sir Henry Colet’s mayoralty,
as shall be shown later).35
Also in this mayor’s time pipes of lead were begun to be laid to carry
water to the conduit in Gracechurch Street, which was then from pro32
A medieval commonplace, but one that seems to have particularly appealed to
Fabyan, whose will includes verses with the refrain sic transit gloria mundi: “thus passes
the glory of the world.”
33
A lady first by right of being married to the mayor, and secondly because that day
her husband had been knighted by the king.
34
John Wyclif or Wycliffe (d. 1384; ODNB) was a theologian and religious
reformer, whose ideas were central to the challenges to orthodox beliefs and practices
characterized in England as Lollardy. The “doctors” concerned to elicit Joan Boughton’s
beliefs were presumably members of London clergy charged by the bishop to bring
heretics to the notice of the church courts.
35
This reference is not followed up: Joan Boughton is not mentioned again.
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ceeds of the goods of Sir Thomas Hill, late mayor, enclosed and fitted with
a tap ( … ).
And on the 15 th day of August following two men named John
Norfolk and John White were convicted for sexual immorality, and were
afterwards punished on the pillory: that is to say John Norfolk for three
market days, and the other for one day— for their offences were not found
to be the same, even though both, after their punishments had been performed, were banished from the city.
On 5 September in the morning , about the hour of eight, the
bishop of London came again to Christ Church, with some people in
armour under their garments; and notwithstanding that the prior with his
servants held out for a time, yet at length the bishop entered, and took
the said prior, named Percy, and sent him to Paul’s, and there held him
in prison for a while.36 And afterwards, the word was that he sent him to
his prison of Stortford in Essex, where he remained (or elsewhere) all this
mayor’s time.
In the whole time of this mayor’s year wheat was 4s a quarter; malt
3s 4d; bay salt at 12s a wey,37 that contains 40 bushels of water measure;
and Nantwich salt 6d the bushel, white herring 9s a barrel, red herring 3s a
cask, the best red sprat 6s a cask, and Gascony wine 6s a tun.

11 Tournaments; Trials; Perkin Warbeck’s Followers;
Mayoral Dinners
1494–1495: Richard Chawry, salter, mayor; Nicholas Ailwyn and
John Warner, sheriffs.
On the self same day that this mayor went to Westminster to take his
charge, which is 29 October each year, on the same afternoon about three
o’clock was conveyed through the city, with many lords and gentlemen,
the duke of York, second son of the king, a child of the age of four years or
36

On Percy’s removal the king instated Robert Charnock as prior, but Percy
turned Charnock out before being removed from office himself a second time. The
case was tried in ecclesiastical courts at Canterbury and Rome and eventually seems to
have been decided against Bishop Hill, who was felt to have taken the law into his own
hands.
37
A wey is an archaic word for a standard of weight varying according to different
commodities.
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thereabouts; and so, sitting alone on a courser, was taken to Westminster
to the king.38
And on the Sunday after All Hallows’ day,39 9 November, a fine joust
began in the palace of Westminster, at which the challengers—the Lord
Edmund de la Pole (duke of Suffolk), the earl of Essex, Sir Robert Curson,
and Sir John Peche—all four answered as many as would come. On which
said day these four challengers came into the place all clothed in the king’s
livery, that is white and green, their armour as their other clothing, every
one of them bearing upon his helmet a badge of the queen’s livery of blue
silk and murrey40 or purple. And the defenders this day were Sir Edward
Burgh, Sir Edward Darell, and Sir Matthew Baker, knights, with William
de la Rivers and four other unknown gentlemen. I pass over the rehearsal
of their fine entrance into the place, as of their strange devices, and as of
the richly set up gentlemen who brought the challengers and defendants
into the place, and of their excellent horses, for it would ask a long tract of
time. There were many impressive encounters this day, and many a spear
was broken there on either side; but mostly on the challengers’ party, for
Sir John Peche broke twelve spears that day, and the earl of Essex the most
after him, so the prize for this day was given to the challengers ( … ).
Then on the Thursday following, 13 November, the third day of
jousts was held. This day the said four challengers became defenders, and
were brought in by four ladies who led their four horses with four laces
woven from white and blue silk; and the ladies, riding bare-headed upon
four white palfreys, were dressed in white satin, their sleeves being of
crimson satin. And the said knights were in hosting armour, with mighty
ostrich feathers upon their helmets, which they removed when they began
to run; and their horses were armed with protective breast-plates, of
which the upper coverings were half plain black velvet, and the other half
black velvet decorated with gold; and the crests of their horses’ necks were
ornamented with goldsmiths’ work on black velvet of a very costly kind.
And when they had ridden about the place and done their duties to the
king and queen, they immediately began their courses, as they had done
on the other occasion, with sharp spears, and exercised themselves in this
38

Henry was brought from Eltham through the city to be received by mayor,
aldermen, and crafts, in livery, to be made Knight of the Bath on October 31 and duke
of York on November 1, 1494, in the Parliament Chamber at Westminster.
39
November 1.
40
Murrey: a term for a mulberry-red color used in heraldry.
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way for a time. And once those courses were finished then they all ran each
at the other, challengers as well as defenders, everyone knowing in advance
towards whom he should run. In which course three spears were broken,
but it was not certainly known by whom except by the heralds and other
judges assigned there for that day. And then they passed the rest of that
afternoon with tournaying and other martial acts until the heralds cried
“A l’hotel! A l’hotel!”41 at which point every man left. And thus this period
of martial play ended, with great honour to the forenamed lords and gentlemen, and great pleasure to the beholders.
About this time died Sir Ralph Astry, alderman and late mayor, in
whose place was afterwards chosen to that office Robert Fabyan, draper.
And on 29 November, or St. Andrew’s eve, the old prior of Christ
Church named Percy, after long petitions and pleas between him and the
bishop of London, through the help and good will of the archbishop of
Canterbury, and his own good conduct and submission to the archbishop’s
deputy, was this day restored to his former authority, and the other person
who was set in his place was discharged. But the said Prior Percy, within
a short while afterwards, that is on the following 16 December, resigned
again of his own free will in favour of his predecessor, whom the convent
had newly chosen again. But you should understand that this resignation was not for nothing, for he had for a pension one of the best manors
belonging to that house, which was said to have a value of £40 a year.
This year the king held his Christmas at Greenwich, and after the
twelfth day he came to the Tower, where Sir William Stanley, called then
lord chamberlain, was suddenly arrested and put under safe keeping. He
was accused of treason by Sir Robert Clifford, knight, who some time previously had secretly fled the land with other people, and associated himself with the Pretender42 in Flanders—who as was mentioned before was
reputed by his supporters to be the second son of King Edward. This Sir
Robert, when he had been there a long time and seen from a number of
indications that he was not the man he was taken for, and also from the
attitude of those around him understood who his friends were in England,
41

A l’hotel: a jousting term that seems to mean “back home.”
GC’s derogatory term mawmet has a range of meanings, including false god,
idol, usurper, puppet. This pretender was Perkin Warbeck (ca. 1474–1499; ODNB),
originally of French birth, who was promoted by Yorkists as Richard Plantagenet, duke
of York (one of the princes in the Tower, sons of Edward IV whose fate at the hands of
Richard III remained unclear).
42
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with the intention of coming back to his natural home made such overtures to his English friends that they bought his pardon for him. And so
he was brought over, escaping not without some danger from that other
party; and so at length was accepted into the king’s grace and favour, and
after his return many men were accused, as will appear later on.43
Upon the following 29 January an oyer et terminer was held in the
Guildhall before the mayor and other commissioners of the king’s council, which continued for three days consecutively. On the first day of
this enquiries were made upon the following people: first the dean of St.
Paul’s; the provincial of the Black Friars; the prior of Langley; the parson of St. Stephen’s Walbrook, named Dr Sutton; William Daubeney,
some time clerk of the jewel house with King Edward; Sir Thomas
Thwaites, late treasurer of Calais; Robert Radcliffe, esquire; Sir Simon
Mountford, knight; Thomas Cressener, gentleman, and steward with the
Lord Fitzwater; Robert Holbourn, shipman; a Dutchman named Hans
Troys; and Thomas Astwood, steward of Martin Abbey.44 Of which twelve
people, on the next day following, Friday 30 January, were judged and
condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered: the forenamed dean of
Paul’s, the provincial of the Black Friars (an excellent divine, and one of
the most famous preachers at that time about London), and the foresaid
prior of Langley. Which three people the king, of his gracious goodness,
and after a certain time of imprisonment, pardoned and acquitted. But

43

Stanley (ca. 1435–1495; ODNB) had been a supporter of Edward IV, but
then helped Henry Tudor on his return to England to take the crown, and was made
chamberlain of the royal household. In 1493 he conversed with Clifford about Perkin
Warbeck’s claim to the throne and sent Clifford to Warbeck’s support in Brabant.
Apparently disillusioned, Clifford came back to England in late 1494, testified against
Stanley, and was pardoned and rewarded. Stanley was tried, confessed to treason, and
was executed.
44
All of these individuals were implicated in the conspiracy to replace Henry
VII with Perkin Warbeck. The dean of St. Paul’s, William Worsley (ca. 1435–1499;
ODNB), was attainted on November 14, 1494 although later pardoned; the provincial
of the Black Friars (the English Dominicans) was William Richford (d. 1501); the
Dominican prior of Langley was Thomas Powys; and Dr William Sutton (d. 1503),
vicar of St. Stephen Walbrook, was a well-known preacher. Thwaites had served Edward
IV as chancellor of the Exchequer and treasurer of Calais; Robert Radcliffe is described
elsewhere as “porter of Calais”; Mountford was an MP; Cressener was cousin and
steward to John Ratcliffe, sixth baron Fitzwater (1452–1496).
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they felt such shame about their deeds that the dean and the said provincial died shortly afterwards.
Then on the next day, Saturday, were arraigned there the forenamed
Dr Sutton, Sir Thomas Thwaites, Robert Radcliffe, Sir Simon Mountford,
William Daubeney, Thomas Cressener, Robert Holbourn, Hans Troys,
and Thomas Astwood. Of the which nine, seven were judged and condemned to die, and two (that is to say Dr Sutton and Sir Thomas Thwaites)
were taken back to the Tower. These two, on the Tuesday following, were
brought again to the Guildhall, and with them a priest named Master
Lessy,45 and then all three were found guilty of misprision.46 For which
offence they were condemned to prison until they had paid a penalty to the
king at his pleasure. And on the next day, Wednesday, the mayor and other
commissioners being again set at the said hall, enquiries were again made
on a stranger or Breton named Pety John. And upon the same afternoon,
being 4 February, were drawn from Newgate to the Tower Hill Sir Simon
Mountford, Robert Radcliffe, William Daubeney, Thomas Cressener, and
the foresaid Thomas Astwood; where the first three were beheaded, and
Cressener and Astwood were pardoned—to the rejoicing of many people,
for they were both young men. The next day, Thursday, was arraigned at
the same hall the forenamed Breton Pety John, and judged to be drawn
from Newgate to Tyburn, and there to be hanged, beheaded, and quartered. And in the same morning were the forenamed Robert Holbourn and
Hans Troys drawn from Newgate to Tyburn and there hanged, beheaded,
and quartered. And on the Friday following the said Pety John was drawn
from the foresaid prison to Tyburn and there hanged.
And the very same day Sir William Stanley was arraigned before the
chief justice of the king’s bench and other lords of the king’s council, in
the forenamed court of king’s bench in Westminster Hall; and on the next
day he was arraigned again in the same court and judged by an inquest of
knights and other worshipful people, and there condemned to be drawn,
hanged, and quartered. After that court had given and awarded that sentence, the said Sir William was conveyed again to the Tower. Then, on
the following Monday, the mayor with other commissioners sat again at
Guildhall for an oyer et terminer, which was adjourned until the Monday
following. On which Monday, 16 February, about eleven o’clock, the said
45
46

Described elsewhere as steward to the duchess of York.
Misprision: failure of duty by a public official.
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Sir William Stanley was led between two of the sheriffs’ officers from the
Tower Gate to the scaffold on the hill, and there beheaded. This man was
very powerful in Cheshire and Lancashire, and had many mighty landed
men in his retinue, so that he could raise a strong force in a short period;
and beyond that he had very substantial movable goods besides his land,
to such an extent that the common fame spread about after his death that
the king’s officers found in his castle of Holt47 40,000 marks in ready
coin, over and above many rich jewels of gold and silver, and armour sufficient for a great host of people. All of this he lost, with land and income
which extended above £2000 a year, for a knave who was later hanged48
(as will appear later in the time of Nicholas Alwyn’s mayoralty); and not
just him but many others, as has been partly recounted before, and will
be told of many others in what follows. On which Sir William’s soul, and
all Christians, Jesus have pity and compassion, amen. Also in this mayor’s
time were recounted great acts of war done by the French king in Italy,49
which I pass over because my knowledge of them came by word of mouth
and not in credible writing.
And in the latter end of this Lent, white herring was so plentiful in
London that it was sold under 4s a barrel.
In the month of April two men were convicted before the mayor for
forging false evidence and other writing, and afterwards, for the same, set
on the pillory for three market days ( … ).
In the following month of June died the noble princess the duchess
of York, mother unto the excellent prince King Edward IV; upon whose
soul and all Christians Jesus have mercy, amen.
On the second day of June a procurer from the brothels named
Thomas Toogood was set on the pillory, who was proved guilty before the
mayor of enticing two women dwelling at the Queenhithe50 to become his
servants, and to act as prostitutes in his house, in the area of the brothels.

47

Holt near Wrexham, now in Clwyd, Wales.
For a knave . . . hanged: Perkin Warbeck.
49
Charles VIII of France began a campaign against Italy, leading troops over the
Alps in September 1494. By 1496 Henry would be drawn into the Holy League against
Charles. News of the Italian campaign evidently came by word of mouth rather than in
the form of written newsletters.
50
Queenhithe, an important landing place on the Thames, was named after Henry
I’s queen, Matilda, who was granted duties for goods landed there.
48
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Also on 3 July a group of people to the number of 500 or more
arrived at a place or harbour in Kent named Deal, who were supporters
of that ungracious pretender in Flanders who with the help and comfort
of a few ignorant persons had deceived so many men, as later will appear.
With fourteen small ships, and expecting help from the commons of Kent,
he caused the said number of ships to land, and hoved still on the water
close by, with other scoundrels. When his other men had been on land for
a while, and saw no comfort of people drawing towards them but rather
signs to arouse discomfort, they withdrew bit by bit towards their ships.
At which the mayor of Sandwich, aware of this, and with a company that
he had got together beforehand, came so quickly upon them that some
were compelled to fight, while the others fled to their ships. In this fight
a few men were slain, and around a hundred and sixty taken alive, among
whom were four captains by the names of Mountford, Corbet, White,
and Belt; this Mountford was the son of Sir Simon Mountford, previously
beheaded. And when the chief rebel, with the remainder of his foolish
company, saw his men thus slain and taken prisoner, seeing well that there
was no profit in waiting, he hoisted up his sails as quickly as possible and
withdrew to the west. And the others, thus taken, were led to Sandwich,
and then on towards London, so that on 12 July foresaid, Sir John Peche,
then sheriff of Kent, brought them secured in cart ropes, like horses harnessed to draw a cart, and some in carts, to the foot of London Bridge;
where the sheriffs of London, ready there, reportedly received 159 rebels,
of whom forty-two were sent to Newgate and the remnant were taken to
the Tower. These were mostly Flemings and other foreign men, gunners,
and the like, such as lived by theft and marauding.
On the next day, Monday, a doctor of civil law named Draper, and
chaplain unto the bishop of London,51 was taken by force out of St. Paul’s
church, and so conveyed by servants of the archbishop of Canterbury
(then Cardinal) to Lambeth and there confined for a time.
On the following Thursday, 16 July, the forenamed Mountford,
Corbet, Belt, and one called Mallevery were had from the Tower to
Greenwich, with other of the foresaid rebels to the number of fifty, and
there arraigned. After they had heard their indictments read, they all submitted themselves to the king’s grace without more process of law. And on
the 24th day of the said month a certain number of the said prisoners who
51

Richard Draper, prebendary of Twyford 1495–1498, reputedly arrested because
of a dispute between the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishop of London.

62  Selected Extracts

were aliens were led from Newgate to Westminster, and there arraigned in
the White Hall, and there all judged to be hanged in such places as should
afterwards be assigned by the king’s council; after this sentence was given
to them, they were led back again to Newgate. And on the same day the
forenamed Corbet died in the Tower, because of wounds received when
he was first taken, for he would allow no plasters to be laid to his sores.
This was the son of an honest man of London named Corbet, grocer, to
whom a wharf or quay on the water’s side called Corbet’s Quay formerly
belonged.
On 30 July, by authority of the mayor and aldermen and of a common council assembled there in the Guildhall, William Buk, tailor, was
exempted from the office of the sheriffwick 52 of London for the term
of four years, giving £75 13s 4d to the repair of the conduits; the said
William Buk died before the said four years were expired. And the rebels
previously condemned were put to death in different places, such as in
Kent, in Essex, Sussex, Norfolk, and Suffolk, and hung there by the sea
coasts for a long time afterwards; of whom one, an Englishman, as he was
carried with others towards his execution, spending one night at a town in
Essex named Chelmsford, broke from his keepers in the night, and afterwards with great danger escaped to the sanctuary of Westminster. On 4
September were brought through the city to the Tower nine of the forenamed rebels, who came from Fotheringhay from the king, among whom
were Mountford, Belt and White, and a Frenchman or Breton named
Captain Genin. This Genin and Belt were on the 7th day of the said month
led on their feet from Newgate to the Tower Hill, and there beheaded; and
afterwards, their heads were set on London Bridge, where they remained
a long time. And on the following Saturday four Dutchmen were led from
the said prison to a place on the east side of St. Katherine’s called Wapping
on the Ooze, and hanged there in the water, so that at every high tide the
water flowed over them and their gibbet. And the same day were six others
carried in a cart to Tyburn and hanged there.
In the meantime tidings spread widely that the said pretender with
his supporters had landed in Ireland; for which reason, or for other considerations prompting the king, a general inquisition was made through
England, and specially within the city of London, for all men, women, and
children born within the said country of Ireland, and dwelling within this
52

Sheriffwick: the area over which a sheriff has jurisdiction.
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realm, and the names, ages, and faculties53 of them, to be presented to the
king’s exchequer by the deadline of a certain day.
On 14 October a parliament began at Westminster, for which Sir
Robert Drury, a knight of Suffolk, was chosen as speaker; and this parliament ended on St. Thomas’s day [December 21] before Christmas. By
authority of this parliament, among other acts, the Lord Fitzwater was
attainted of treason, although the king taking sureties for his good conduct pardoned him of his life after that day.
In this month also was hideous thunder, wonderful for that time
of the year. And in this month of October passed from this present life
the youngest daughter of the king, 54 being of the age of four years or
thereabout, at his manor of Eltham. From there the corpse was carried to
Westminster, and buried on the north side of St. Edward’s shrine. And
in the same month died Sir William Hussey, chief judge of England, to
which office was afterwards admitted Mr Fineux.
This mayor, among other well ordered things in his time, first began
the dinner which is now held by the mayor annually upon St. Edward’s
day [October 13]. Always previously, the newly chosen mayor, after he
was brought home to his own house, was accustomed to provide for three
courses of food, and to have with him that day at dinner several of the
aldermen, with the recorder and others of the council of the city, who
on that afternoon would attend him to present him to the chancellor of
England. Providing for this was difficult for him not only because of the
short notice, but also because it was more expensive for him to buy his
provisions, which cost him much more on account of the urgency and
haste in which he had to get them. Another inconvenience also came
about from this, since on the said day of the election several of the aldermen who were likely to be presented for election would provide for the
said dinner, with the result that every year some were disappointed, for if
one succeeded in his purpose then another failed, and some years both:
and they not only wasted their money but also sustained some derision—
as some I might bring to mind who eagerly desired the position for a long
time before it fell to their lot. On account of all this and considering the
matter along with other inconveniences, this worshipful and wise mayor,
with full consent of his brother aldermen to continue the same custom
53

Faculty had a range of meanings, including “trade, occupation” (OED n. II. 8)
and “means, resources” (OED n. I. 5).
54
Henry VII’s daughter Elizabeth (b. 1492).
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yearly, feasted the said new mayor and all the aldermen, with the council
of the city, upon the said day of the election: and so to his great praise the
custom has continued since that time.

12 Perkin Warbeck; a Preserved Corpse; a Treaty with
Burgundy and the Mayor’s Letter; Punishment of Heretics
1495–1496: Sir Henry Colet, mercer, mayor; Thomas Kneseworth
and Henry Somer, sheriffs.
In the beginning of this mayor’s time, on 16 November, the sergeants’ feast
was held at the bishop of Ely’s palace in Holborn, where dined the king,
the queen, and many lords of this land who were then near to the city,
and many honourable persons. This feast was made by these newly made
sergeants-of-law as follows [their names are listed].
And on 17 January, being Sunday, two heretics called Richard
Mildenall and James Sturdy carried faggots55 before the procession at St.
Paul’s, and afterwards stood before the preacher during his sermon.
And in the end of this month of January fell great snow, after which
followed mighty frosts, and after that great murrain of beasts,56 and specially of sheep, for lack of sustenance: for a load of hay in this winter was
sold for 13s 4d.
Upon Candlemass eve, while the frost still lasted, was received an
honourable embassy into London, sent from the archduke of Burgundy,
of which the head man was called lord of Bevyr or the earl of Camfyer.57
These ambassadors were received, with many men of honour, both by the
spirituality and the temporality, and so conveyed to Crosby Place58 and
there lodged.

55

Heretics were made to carry faggots, bundles of sticks, to signify the fires that
would be lit as they were put to death by burning.
56
Murrain: death by infectious disease, thus also an epidemic of such disease.
57
Philip of Burgundy, seigneur de Beures (son of Anthony, the Grand Bastard of
Burgundy), the principal Burgundian ambassador.
58
Crosby Place was a large mansion in the ward of Bishopsgate, built by a wealthy
London wool merchant, Sir John Crosby, in 1466. It was later used as a residence by
Richard III and Sir Thomas More, among others. The medieval hall was taken down in
1910 and moved to Cheyne Walk in Chelsea.
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And on the Sunday following two men stood at St. Paul’s Cross during all of the sermon, of whom one was garnished with painted and written papers in token that he was convicted of perjury, and the other stood
with a faggot in his neck in token of being a heretic.
And about this time sprang up lively and widespread tidings that
Sir Edward Brampton, knight, who previously in King Edward IV’s time
was here on good authority, and fled this land in King Richard’s days,
had sent to the king precise information about the aforementioned idol
or pretender: that he was born a Fleming, and that his name was Peter
Osbeck, otherwise Steinbeck.59 And shortly afterwards were made various roundels and songs about him to his shame and derision, of which I
intend to express one.60 In the end of this mayor’s time, notwithstanding,
he made his way through many countries, and through the contrivance of
the ignorant sorts of people he had about him, behaved in such a way that
he deceived some princes, such as the French king and others, as appears
afterwards from his confession in the days of Purchase, the mayor. 61 And
lastly in Scotland he married the daughter of the earl of Huntley, a woman
of goodly personage and beauty, to her confusion; and thus this wretch
prospered a season to many a man’s undoing, and finally to his utter shame
and destruction.
In the Lent season, on Passion Sunday, 62 a heretic named Hugh
Glover bore a faggot before the procession at St. Paul’s, and afterwards at
the Cross stood with the same faggot during the whole sermon.
And on 25 March a cooper named John Gamelyn was set on the pillory, because he was found guilty before the mayor and aldermen of brewing or mixing old and corrupted wines with new ones, to the great hurt
and jeopardy of all those people who drank these mixed wines.

59

Warbeck, born Pierrechon de Werbeque, was the son of John Osbek, comptroller
of the town of Tournai. After the fall-out from the failed landing in Deal in 1494
Warbeck found support in both Ireland and Scotland, where under the protection
of James IV he married Lady Katherine Gordon, daughter of George, earl of Huntly,
in 1496. During the later stages of the conspiracy she was forced to take sanctuary
(possibly the “confusion” noted below) although she survived after Warbeck was
unmasked and executed.
60
This seems not to have been included.
61
See below: the mayoralty of William Purchase, pp. 81–85.
62
The fifth Sunday in Lent, just before the start of Holy Week.
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In this mayor’s time, almonds, that most commonly used to be sold
for 3d a pound, and for 4d when they were scant, were so scarce to come
by now in Spain and other countries that they are brought from, that the
grocers sold them for 14d a pound.
In the month of April, as labourers dug for the foundation of a wall
within the church of St. Mary at Hill near to Billingsgate, they found a
coffin of rotten timber; and in it a corpse of a woman, whole, with skin
and bones unseparated, and the joints of her arms pliable without breaking the skin; upon whose sepulchre was engraved “Here lie the bodies of
Richard Hackeneie and Alice his wife, the which Richard was sheriff of
London the fifteenth year of the reign of King Edward II,” as before in this
book appears.63 That was beyond the term of 170 years, and so she was
kept above ground three or four days without offence; but then she grew
unsavoury, and so was buried again.
In this mayor’s time also a treaty64 was concluded between the king
and the archduke of Burgundy, since for a long time commerce between
this land and his had been restricted; for the keeping and establishment
of which were promised above the seals of both princes the seals of various towns of both lands, of which London was one. So the king sent to
the mayor and council of the city to have the said promise performed,
whereupon the mayor called a common council to know the mind of the
commons. By this council it was quickly answered that their common seal
should not pass for that purpose, because of many risks. When the king
knew of this, he sent down a commandment for another council to be
assembled; on which day his grace sent to Guildhall the lord treasurer, Sir
Reginald Bray, Sir Thomas Lovell, and others of his council; and a request
was newly made by the said lord treasurer for obtaining the foresaid seal,
setting out as many points touching the king’s honour as he could sound
out in his message, for he was a man who spoke well. And beyond that, the
chief justice of this land, and the master of the rolls, who at the same time
were also sent with the others, exhorted the commons in every way they
could. But the merchant adventurers held together firmly, and by their
instructions made the common sergeant outline implications that would
dishonour the king and be harmful to his subjects if their seal should pass,
63
Richard de Hakeneie, sheriff in 1321–1322 (well before the year in question
here), is recorded variously as a woolmonger and a fishmonger. Stow, Survey, i, 209,
recounts the story of the finding of the bodies, citing Fabyan as his source.
64
Often called the magnus intercursus, or great treaty.
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so that after a long debate about this matter between the king’s council
and the common council, the citizens finally obtained a respite of six days:
in which time they trusted to devise a bill so favourable to the king that
he and his council should be well content; whereupon this assembly was
dissolved. But because the lord chamberlain was then ready to leave for
Calais to keep the appointment that was made and fixed before between
the king and the foresaid ambassadors, finally the king was content with
the mayor’s hand and seal only; and this mayor was bound in manner and
form as follows:
The mayor’s agreement:65
To all true Christian people these present letters beholding or hearing, Henry Colet, knight, now mayor of the city
of London in the realm of England, wishes health in our
Lord everlasting. Whereas between the high and mighty
prince, my sovereign lord Henry, by the grace of God king of
England and of France and lord of Ireland on that one party,
and the noble prince Philip, the archduke of Austria and
duke of Burgundy on that other party, certain treaties and
friendly commerce in trade and other mercantile communication concerning the profit of both princes, their realms,
and subjects, 24 February last past, at London, were finally
concluded and determined; know you me, the said Henry,
at the request and commandment of my said sovereign lord,
and at the contemplation of his letters to me in that behalf
directed and delivered, of good faith to have promised, and
me and my heirs, to the said prince Philip the archduke, to
his heirs and successors, under pledge and bond of all my
goods present and to come, to have bound, and by these presents promise and bind, that I shall procure, instance, and as
much as in me is shall do, that the same my lord the king, his
heirs and successors, and the said intercourse and friendship,
and all and singular in the same contained and specified,
well fully and truly shall hold, observe and fulfil; and by his
subjects and servants in that them concern or hereafter shall
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concern, well and truly shall do to be held, observed, and fulfilled; and to contrariant doers and breakers of the same shall
minister or do to be ministered justice. In witness whereof
I have put to these presents the seal of arms of me, the said
Henry. Written at London the 1st day of [the] month of May,
in the year of our lord God 1496, and the [eleventh] year of
[the reign] of my said sovereign lord Henry the seventh.
In this mayor’s time, and the month of September, the king of Scots, 66
with banner displayed, equipped with great numbers of people and accoutrements for war, entered four miles into this land and burned houses and
destroyed two small peels67 or towers, and did more harm with bragging
and boasting than by dint of sword. But as soon as he knew of the Lord
Neville’s coming with 4000 men, and others out of various coasts of the
north to fight with him, the following night he hurried so fast over the
River Tweed that he carried his people and his ordinance over in eight
hours or little more—having spent two days over the business of his coming into this land.
On 12 October a young man named John Camell was set upon the
pillory, who craftily and falsely managed the switching around of four
boxes, of which two were stuffed with coral beads, rings, and other stuff
to the value of 20s or four nobles, and the other two were stuffed with old
nails, stones, and other similar things. He would buy certain stuff to the
foresaid value on the strength of the two good boxes, and promise one
of them for a pledge until he brought his payment. But when he had to
deliver his pledge, he was so crafty in changing the boxes round that he
would hand over the worst and keep the best, for they were so alike in
appearance as well as in all other proportions that no-one could distinguish one from the other. And thus he deceived many people. But finally
he was spotted, and complained about to the mayor, and afterwards convicted and punished, as is said above.
And on the following Sunday, four heretics did open penance at St.
Paul’s in the way that has often been described before in this book, and
during the sermon many of their books were burned in front of them.
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And in this mayor’s time a law-suit began between the city and the
foreign or alien brokers, who assumed that role without being admitted
by the mayor and the bench, and without other ordinances made for them
by good authority. This suit or plea continued until the time of Sir John
Percyvale’s mayoralty,68 and then ended, as is made plain in the part of the
book dealing with his time.
Here afterwards follow the names of the aldermen who ruled the
wards of the city in this mayor’s time, with the charge that every ward is
charged with at every fifteenth [a list of names of aldermen follows, then
of mayors and sheriffs from the time of Henry IV].69
Then to proceed further with this matter, you shall understand that
next in order succeeded as mayor of this noble city John Tate, mercer, who
took his charge at Westminster after the ancient custom on the morning
after the feast of St. Simon and St. Jude [October 28], in the beginning
of the 12th year of our most dread sovereign lord king Henry the seventh.

13 Resourcing Hostilities against the Scots;
the Cornish Rebellion; the King’s Letter About
the Scottish Campaign; Perkin Warbeck Captured
1496–1497: John Tate, mercer, mayor; John Shaa and Richard
Haddon, sheriffs.
In this year, on 24 October, began a great council held at Westminster by
the king and his lords spiritual and temporal, to which council came from
every city, borough, and good town of England certain citizens and burgesses. By authority of this council £120,000 was granted to the king for
defence against the Scots; and once that with other things was concluded,
the said council was dissolved on 5 November following.
The last day of October, while the said council continued, a spokesman
sent from the pope was reverently received at London Bridge by the mayor
and his brother-aldermen. He brought with him a cap of maintenance 70
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sent from the said pope to the king, with a richly garnished sword. This
said orator was afterwards conveyed with many lords and with great ceremony to the palace of the bishop of London, where the king at that time
resided. And on the next day, All Hallows’ day [All Saints’ day, November
1], the king went in procession in the church of St. Paul’s, and had carried
before him the said cap and sword. Once this procession had finished, the
archbishop of Canterbury, then chancellor of England,71 standing upon
the steps at the west end of the choir there, made a notable speech that
lasted almost an hour, showing the effect and cause of the sending of the
said cap and sword, by authority of which the king was admitted by the
pope and his whole council as protector and defender of the church of
Christ. And on the same afternoon in many of the chief streets of the city
many and various great fires were made for a solemnization of the said
matter; which fires were made at the expense of the chamber of London.
This year also, on 18 November, in the church of St. Paul’s, a servant
of Lord Grey of Wilton struck a gentleman’s servant, as a result of which
all business in the church was suspended from Wednesday till Friday at
evensong.
On the following Sunday, while the mayor and his brother-alderman were at St. Paul’s as is their custom, Sir Reynold Bray came to them
from the king with a message, with others of the king’s council, showing
that the king wished to borrow £10,000 from the citizens. The mayor
asked to wait until the following Thursday in order to answer this. On this
day the common council was assembled at Guildhall, and the forenamed
Sir Reynold Bray came there with others of the king’s council; and on this
day, with great representations and prayers made to them to be good intermediaries for the city to the king’s grace, the commons finally granted to
lend the king £4000, which was well and thankfully taken by his grace.
And the same week at Calais was beheaded Lord Fitzwater, who
had been prisoner in the castle of Guisnes72 for a period of time: upon
whose soul and all christians Jesus have mercy, amen.
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On St. Katherine’s day, 25 December,73 at the eel ships, a man and
a woman were drowned, and up to six others in great danger, because a
gangplank from the land to the ship was too short.
On 16 January the parliament began at Westminster, with Mr
Inglesfield as speaker. In this parliament was granted to the king for
defence against the Scots two aids 74 and two quindecims, 75 the which
two aids did not extend over two quindecims. These were levied on men’s
lands, for people with movables of ten marks and above in value, so that
every person worth 20s of land annually above all charges paid 6d, and
every man valued at ten marks in movables similarly paid 6d, and so on
upwards. And in the same period a convocation of the spirituality was
called at St. Paul’s, by whose authority was then also granted to the king
for the foresaid purpose two dimes76 and a half. But because these quindecims, aids, and dimes could not be levied sufficiently quickly before the
king needed them, he therefore borrowed from his lords spiritual and temporal and from various cities and boroughs and other notable men of his
realm just about £50,000 or more, to be repaid from the foresaid grants.
And 13 March following, the foresaid parliament was dissolved, which
was chiefly called for the levying of the foresaid money granted by the
aforementioned general council—which was in fact not sufficient authority for this kind of taxation.
In the latter end of the following May, the commons of Cornwall
gathered together in great numbers and chose a blacksmith for their chief
captain,77 and then came to Exeter and there made a lot of trouble. The
king, then at Sheen, getting to know of this, set off with a small company towards them, and commanded my lord chamberlain, who had been
appointed with a well equipped company to set off against the Scots, to
abandon that journey and to hurry westwards; and did as well as he could to
hurry off towards them. And on Tuesday after St. Barnabas’s day [ June 11]
the queen came with my lord of York, her second son, to Coldharbour,78
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where her grace rested until the following Monday; on which Monday her
grace, with my said lord of York, moved to the Tower of London. And
on the same Monday a messenger, who had been sent out in advance by
the mayor to hear of the disposition of the said rebels, brought confirmed
information to the mayor that they had come as far as Farnham; and that
Lord Audley and a gentleman named William Flammock79 had taken up
with them; and that their number of people was judged to be 15,000 men
and above. Whereupon the mayor on the Tuesday following, which was 13
June, caused a general watch to be kept within the city; and the same afternoon my lord chamberlain with his company, which numbered 10,000
men or less, came to Hounslow Heath,80 to whom some carts with wine
and foodstuffs were sent by the mayor. And on the next morning tidings
were brought to the mayor as he was going in general procession that the
said rebels had come to Guildford; and the majority of them were lodged
on Gil Down; and that the number of them was increased; and how they
were favoured by people in the regions they passed through, because they
paid well for everything that they took. And while they were encamped
at Gil Down, 500 soldiers with spears, from my lord chamberlain’s company, rode there and engaged in a skirmish with their front division, and
killed and hurt a few of them, and took two of their riders at the front and
brought them to the said lord chamberlain, and he sent them to the king;
but what became of them my author does not show.
On Thursday night at about 10 o’clock the said lord chamberlain
with his retinue came into St. George’s Field81 and rested there that night.
And on the same afternoon the said rebels took themselves to Bansted
Down,82 and during the following night they turned into Sussex towards
Rayle;83 and the king lay that night at Henley-upon-Thames or somewhere
near there. In this night various secret communications were made to
my lord chamberlain by some of the Cornish men: asking that he would
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have the good will to be an intermediary with the king’s grace so that they
might have a general pardon and leave safely for their country, and saying that they would bring him to Lord Audley, the said Flammock, and
The Smith, their captains. But this came to no effect. On Friday in the
morning, about 7 o’clock, the lord chamberlain left with his company and
went towards Croydon. But shortly afterwards he changed his mind and
returned again, so that by 2 o’clock in the afternoon they were again in St.
George’s Field, and the same afternoon many lords also came there with
part of the king’s army. And where provision was made by the mayor that
the citizens should stand in armour, in order, from the bridge towards the
Tower, to receive the king, who that night intended to stay at the Tower,
news came to the mayor that his grace that night would lodge at Lambeth,
so then every man left as he pleased. And in that night the rebels came
to Blackheath84 and there pitched their field, and so remained there that
night in great fear and agony; for some were of a mind to yield them to the
king’s grace, but The Smith with his followers exhorted the others to the
contrary, so that among them were many different opinions and minds;
and many that night secretly stole away from the field in such a way that
by morning there were no more than 9,000 or 10,000 men left. That night
the captains ordered their people how they should fight, and at Deptford
Strand 85 certain guns were laid, and a number of archers appointed to
them who did wonders there during the morning before that crossingplace was won; for a number of the king’s spearmen were killed there by
many good archers from among the rebels, whose arrows, taken and gathered afterwards, measured a full yard in length.
Early the next day, before 6 o’clock, Sir Humphrey Stanley set on
them from one side with a company of vigorous spearmen, and my lord
of Oxford with his retinue came on them from the other side. And while
these two companies had these rebels in hand, my lord chamberlain came
into the field with a fresh company, which upset them so much that shortly
afterwards they broke their positions and fled—indeed The Smith, who
was named Michael Joseph, fled to the friars of Greenwich. But he was
so quickly pursued that he was taken before he got into the church. And
on the field were taken unhurt Lord Audley and the aforenamed William
Flammock; and as many as 200 men of the rebels were killed, but few or
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none of the king’s people, except those mentioned before—no more than
eight of them—who were killed at Deptford Strand.
Then the king, who was hurrying towards the battlefield when he
heard of the overthrow of his rebels, still kept on his way until he came to
the field. Having done what he wanted there he returned towards London,
so that on the hour of two he came to St. Magnus86 where the mayor with
his brother-aldermen stood, according to their duty, to receive his grace.
Then the king called the mayor to him, and after giving thanks and commendations to him for the good guidance of the city, and for the victualling of his army, he there immediately drew the sword he was girded
with, and with the same sword knighted the mayor, the recorder Robert
Sheffield, and John Shaa then sheriff; and having done that went on his
way towards St. Paul’s. After his departure The Smith came shortly afterwards, riding behind a yeoman of the guard; he was clad in a jacket of
white and green of the king’s colours, and he looked as well and spoke as
boldly to the people as if he had been at his liberty. Meanwhile the king,
keeping his route through Cheapside, rode to St. Paul’s and made his offering there, and then returned to the Tower where he found the archbishop
of Canterbury who had been there from the Thursday before. And the
same afternoon proclamation was made through London that any man
who had taken any prisoner on the field should bring him forth to such
persons as the king had assigned by 9 o’clock on Monday; they would then
have their prisoners restored to them or else receive for them suitable sums
of money. Then on the Monday 18 June, were brought before the king
and certain of his council in the Tower the foresaid Lord Audley, William
Flammock, and Michael Joseph The Smith, where they were examined at
some length and afterwards committed again to prison. On Midsummer
Day the king, within the said Tower, made a number of knights, of whom
Richard Haddon, the other sheriff of London, was one. On Monday 26
June, the forenamed Flammock and Joseph The Smith were brought into
the White Hall at Westminster and there arraigned and sentenced to
death. And on the next morning the said two persons were drawn from
the Tower through the city to Tyburn and there hanged, beheaded, and
quartered. And the same Tuesday Lord Audley was led or taken from the
Tower to Westminster, with the axe of the tower carried before him, and
there in the White Hall arraigned and sentenced to death; and the same
86

The church of St. Magnus the Martyr, on the north side of the Thames, close to
London Bridge (located on what is now Lower Thames Street).

The Great Chronicle of London   75

afternoon drawn from there to Newgate where he remained for that night;
and in the morning, about 9 o’clock, drawn from the said place to Tower
Hill, clad in coat armour made from paper all shredded and torn; and there
beheaded. And on the following Saturday their three heads were set on
London Bridge, and the four quarters of the forenamed Flammock were
set on four gates of the city—that is Ludgate, Newgate, Cripplegate, and
Aldersgate—and the four quarters of The Smith were sent to Cornwall
and there set up as was commanded by the king, and the trunk of Lord
Audley was buried within the Black Friars at Ludgate, close by the earl of
Worcester’s chapel.
The reason for the insurrection of these rebels, according to common
rumour, was because of the collection of the money you have heard about,
granted by the last parliament. They held chiefly responsible for this the
archbishop of Canterbury, the bishops of Durham and Bath, Sir Reginald
Bray, and Sir Thomas Lovell, knights; which persons they intended to
have removed from the king. But whatever their outward reasoning was,
God knew their inward intentions: which is likely why they suffered the
same fate as Jack Straw, Jack Cade, and other rebels before them.87 But for
Lord Audley, one reason was to be avenged upon Sir John Cheyne, knight,
as some people reported. May the judgment of all be referred to God, who
may to them be merciful and pardoner of their offences, amen.
In the month of July the king sent northward the earl of Surrey with
a number of other valiant captains and under them 20,000 well equipped
men, who made haste until they came near to the king of Scots, who at that
time had with a huge multitude of Scots besieged the castle of Norham.88
But as soon as he knew that the English army approached near to his army
he immediately withdrew his siege and returned into Scotland.
On 29 August a letter was brought to the mayor, signed with the
king’s hand, of which the content follows:
“Trusty and right well beloved: we greet you well. We doubt not but
that you wish to understand the certainty of the feats and exploits of the
war performed by our army which we recently sent into Scotland under the
leading of our right trusty and right well beloved cousin the earl of Surrey,
having in his company many nobles and lords of this our realm. Wherefore
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we signify unto you that the king of Scots, accompanied with such power
as he could raise from his land, laid siege to the castle of Norham (as much
in his own land of Scotland as in this our land). How so be it he did no
hurt to that castle nor yet to any of our subjects within it, but many of the
Scots were slain at the same siege, some by our ordnance and some by fighting with them. And when the said king had certain knowledge of our said
army coming towards him, he removed his ordnance and shamefully fled
and disbanded his army; after whom followed our said cousin of Surrey
with our said army. But how so be it that we appointed 2000 of the bishopric under the leading of our right trusty and well beloved lord Neville, and
1000 men of our county of Northumberland to have gone in our said army
with our said cousin of Surrey; yet the same, our cousin, seeing the remnant of our army in so great number and so well supplied, and the men of
the bishopric and Northumberland so close to the land of Scotland as they
are, wished them to remain in their own countries and in readiness to come
unto him at any time that he would send for them, for he thought himself
sufficiently accompanied with the remnant of our said army. And so he
with the said remnant entered into Scotland the 15th day of this month,
with our army at sea—then in the Firth of Forth near to Edinburgh—
under the command of Lord Brook, steward of our household.
And the 16th day of this month our said army by land drew down
the castle of Cawmyllis, the tower of Hutton Hall and the tower of
Edington and the tower of Foulden; and on the 17th day of this month our
said cousin of Surrey sent our Herald Norroy89 to the captain of the castle
of Hayton, which was one of the strongest places between Berwick and
Edinburgh, to deliver it to him upon pain of his life; which he denied to
do, saying he was sure of his rescue within a day. Whereupon our said army
besieged that place and set our ordnance to lay into it, and we so laid into
that place with our guns from 2 o’clock until 5 in the afternoon that those
within the castle were glad to surrender themselves and that castle, giving
their lives to our will and pleasure. And thereupon our cousin of Surrey
captured the Scots who were within that castle, and on the following day
razed the said castle down to the ground with our miners.
The king of Scots was within a mile away with all his army, and
within sight of this, and in full knowledge of the siege that was laid and
of the destruction of the said place; and after it was done the said king of
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Scots sent two of his heralds to our said cousin of Surrey, desiring him to
wait for battle and to fight with his army, or else to fight hand for hand
with him; requiring that if he had the victory he should have the town of
Berwick delivered to him for ransom, with many other boastful and bragging words. To the which our said cousin of Surrey answered him, like a
wise man and brave knight, saying that he was there in the field close by,
as he knew and might well see, and ready to wait for him and to stand up
against his malice, praying him to come and give battle as he offered it.
And beyond that he thanked him very heartily for the honour that he did
to him by allowing him to fight with him, and said he thought the town of
Berwick was ours—which even though he could not pledge without our
assent, yet he would put his body to it, which was more precious to him
than all the towns of the world.
And at that our cousin of Surrey arranged our people in order, and
all such guns and other ordnance of ours as he had with him, of which he
was as well equipped and with as plenty of it as had been seen on any battlefield in days past; and was so well prepared that, God willing, he could
have resisted the malice of the said king of Scots or of any other earthly
prince. And in the event, notwithstanding all these requests, brags, and
boasts made by the king of Scots, on the return and report of his said heralds that same king instantly fled, shamefully and suddenly, with all his
company, without any further delay or tarrying. When our army saw that
the king of Scots had gone, and that they had stayed for five days in the
realm of Scotland—and been daily and nightly grievously troubled all that
time with continual rain and cold weather—they withdrew to our town
of Berwick, and after that would in no way return again into Scotland to
finish off the war against the said Scots according to the authority and
commandment we had given to them, but they left, every man towards
his own part of the country, against our commandment and ordinance,
and very much to our displeasure; for they were as well equipped with
provisions and all kinds of ordnance and conveyance as any army ever was,
especially seeing that provisions are far cheaper there than in these parts.
We had also provided for their wages between now and Michaelmas, and
afterwards until such peace had been offered to us by the Scots as might
have been to the honour of us and our realm. The number of them that we
had appointed by land and by water was not far short of 20,000 men; and
according to the same we had suitable preparations made—for provisions
as well as for all other things necessary for that war—as would suffice for
that length of time. The captains write and give the excuse that the people
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under their command were so troubled with rain and cold weather, from
which many had died and many more were sick, that they could not make
them remain; and so they all left and came home, as is rehearsed before—
to our most singular displeasure, for it has been more than a little difficult
to find such a suitable time as this one was to subdue the Scots; for in
our opinion they might have done to them whatever they pleased, with
confidence, for sixteen days at least. And so that we may truly know who
was responsible for making and compounding this great mistake, we have
sent for our cousin of Surrey, our lieutenant and leader of our said army,
so that from him and by other means we may know the certainty of how
and by whom their departure spread, every man to be considered as he has
deserved. We write to you thus now with the intention that you shall be
certain to know such news as we have; and the said restraining of our said
army as has been previously related.”
Given under our signet at our manor of Woodstock, the 28th day of
August.
This year around Bartholomewtide [August 24] credible people
related that in a town in Bedfordshire called St. Neot’s,90 and in the fields
thereabouts, hail stones fell that measured 18 inches round, which did
much harm, especially to corn, besides other things.
Also this year was concluded a marriage between my lord prince
and Katherine, the daughter of the king of Spain.
And on the 9 September, a Saturday and market day, a false pardoner named Symond Lolly was set on the pillory in Cornhill for gathering money with a false pardon and a forged document.
And in this month of September Perkin Warbeck landed in a harbour in Cornwall with only three small ships, as it was reported, and with
him about six score people, or fewer, who went to a village named Bodmin,
where more people joined him; so that shortly afterwards his company was
numbered at 3000 or above, of whom the most part were poor men, and
rascals the whole flock. Then, thus accompanied, he made his proclamations and named himself King Richard IV and second son to the late King
Edward IV; and so established with three noble captains and his chief
counsellors—that is to mean John Heyron, mercer of London, who previously had fled the city of London because of debts, Richard Skelton, and
John Asteley, a scrivener of similar authority and dishonesty—hastened
towards Exeter. On 17 September he made an assault on the said town in
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two places, that is at the east and the north gates, but by the manly knighthood of the earl of Devonshire and the help of the citizens he was repelled,
and around 200 of his men were killed there. Then on the next day they
made another assault and then set fire to the gates and while doing so
fought aggressively. But by the prowess of the said earl and the good assistance of the said citizens they were beaten off again, much to their shame
and harm; in which second assault the said earl was hurt in the arm with an
arrow, and so were various others, but few or none slain, thank God. When
Perkin with his rebels saw the mighty defence made of the city of Exeter,
and the danger to himself and his followers if he stayed there longer, dismayed to consider the losses and injuries among his followers, he left there,
and took his way towards Taunton. There, on the following Wednesday
20 September, he mustered his followers in the fields nearby and counted
their numbers, which he found somewhat fallen off and decreased; for
when the poor and needy people saw the withholding and defence made
against him at the city of Exeter, and that no honourable or honest men
associated themselves with him, just as before they were comforted by him
and his ignorant counsellors, so now providing for their own safety they
immediately withdrew from him in various secret groups. Perceiving this,
and without any support, he passed that day in disguise, and with a company of sixty horsemen left that place in the dead of night and secretly
came to a sanctuary town near Southampton called Beaulieu, where on
the Friday after his aforementioned departure from the poor commoners
who were his followers he was registered with some of his accomplices,
John Heyron and others, as sanctuary men. As soon as this was known,
my lord chamberlain, who was sent after him with a company of spearmen
and others, sent all along the coast 500 of his spearmen to keep him from
the sea and to search the area in case they might hear of him. Shortly afterwards they were informed that he was in the forenamed sanctuary town, to
which certain people were sent straightaway to see that he and his accomplices were kept safely until the king’s pleasure should be further known.
And in the time of this Perkin’s folly, a pirate rebel named James,
who had gathered together at sea a company of pirates to the number of
700 or 800, and had led them as his followers for a certain time with the
intention of helping the said Perkin, met and took the provost of Penryn,
and brought him to the aforementioned town of Taunton, and there tyrannously dismembered him in the market place, and afterwards showed to
the people that he was one of the chief causers and bringers about of the
rebellion of Cornishmen, because having admitted for a commissioner in
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those regions he raised from them much more money than came to the
king’s use; which caused great grumbling and discontent among the commons towards the king, and finally rebellion as then followed.
On the 25th day of the said month came to Westminster the said
Perkin’s lord chancellor, a priest who in former days had been steward to
Sir Ralph Hastings, knight. He was called Sir William Lounde, and his
master trusted him so well that he had the rule and running of his household—to the extent that gold and silver tableware and other precious
things were wholly at his commandment; and as a consequence, having
plenty of his master’s money in his hands, he packed up certain vessels with
him and secretly left his said master and sailed over to Perkin, and there
obtained from him such favour that he was named “chancellor” among his
followers. Because of his departure his said master was afterwards in great
danger, as shall later appear.
On the Sunday following a messenger came from the king to the
mayor confirming to him that Perkin was taken, on account of which
the mayor assembled his brother aldermen at St. Paul’s and there had Te
Deum sung most solemnly. And on the Wednesday following tidings were
brought to the said mayor that the said Perkin, with certain of his accomplices, John Heyron and others, were brought into the king’s presence at
Taunton; where he, of his abundant grace, after their confession of their
wicked inclination towards his grace had been spoken and made plain,
clearly and freely pardoned them and forgave them. After this pardon
was thus granted to them, the said Perkin gave attendance on the king all
the time he rode on his progress westwards. And on St. Luke’s eve, or 17
October, the queen came towards London from Walsingham. The mayor
having knowledge of this met with her grace, and he with the aldermen, all
on horseback, conveyed her grace from that place to the king’s wardrobe,91
with the streets adorned with the crafts of the city standing in their best
liveries as she passed by. And on the next day, St. Luke’s day [October 18],
after having received certain presents from the mayor, her grace departed
that afternoon for Sheen, where on the Saturday before the feast of St.
Simon and St. Jude [October 28] was presented to her grace the wife of
the forenamed Perkin, who was a fair and comely lady, and daughter to
Lord Huntley, an earl of Scotland.
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14 Trials; Perkin Warbeck’s Confession;
Fire at Sheen; Atlantic Voyages
1497–1498: William Purchase, mercer, mayor; Bartholomew Rede
and Thomas Wyndout, sheriffs.
This year on Saturday 18 November, having finished his journey in the
west country, the king came to his manor of Sheen, and remained there
until the following Wednesday, on which day he came on horseback to
Lambeth, and there took his barge and landed at Westminster Bridge,
where the mayor, standing inside the palace with his brother-aldermen,
and a great number of the citizens in order along Westminster Hall in
their liveries, received his grace, with a short speech made to him by the
recorder about the fine success of his journey, and subduing of his rebels.
Before the king on his way to his lodging went the forenamed Perkin, leading a gentleman by the arm; about whom was no little wondering, and no
few curses cast at his head, that time and various days afterwards.
On Tuesday 28 November, the said Perkin was conveyed on horseback through the high streets of the city, and after him was also conveyed a
tall, handsome man, tightly wrapped on horseback in a hermit’s habit, who
was reported to have been formerly a servant of the king and his serjeant
farrier,92 who had falsely withdrawn himself from the king’s service and
stolen over to this Perkin and become his servant, and so continued with
him until he came to England. And when he perceived that everything
was otherwise than he had previously supposed, and that all his intentions were come to a bad end or to nothing, then he disguised himself in
a hermit’s habit and so passed unsuspected through many regions, until
finally he was taken, and brought to the king in his feigned habit. And
when the king had examined him and found out the effect of his thinking
and his purpose, he commanded his said master Perkin to bring him to
the Tower for his faithful service; where as previously mentioned he was
conveyed, with shame enough, and left there in hard and strong prison.
And when the said Perkin had delivered his servant to the wardens of the
Tower, then with those assigned to ride with him he returned again by way
of Candlewick Street towards Westminster, to much wondering and many
a bitter curse.
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And on the Saturday following , or 2 December, the said farrier, and someone named Edwards who had once been a yeoman in the
household of Queen Elizabeth, were arraigned in the White Hall and
there condemned to death. And on the next Monday the said two people
were drawn from the Tower to Tyburn, and there the farrier was hanged,
beheaded, and quartered, and the other only hanged until he was dead,
and their bodies were afterwards buried in London at the Augustine friars:
to whom God be merciful, amen.
During this period, so that this ungracious person Perkin might be
commonly known for what he was, and how many ungracious men had
been led astray by him in taking him for the second son of King Edward,
the king accordingly, to their undoing and to avoid further harm to his
subjects, caused to be printed the pedigree, and this unfortunate fellow’s
carryings-on during this period in taking upon himself to be inheritor of
the crown of England; of which the substance follows, according to his
own confession:93
“First let it be known that I was born in the town of Tournai 94 in
Flanders and my father’s name is John Osbek, which said John Osbek
was comptroller of the said town of Tournai; and my mother’s name is
Kataryn de Faro. And one of my grandfathers on my father’s side, called
Derek Osbek, died, after whose death my grandmother was married to the
undernamed Peter Flamme who was receiver of the said town of Tournai
and leader of the boatmen who row on the water or river of Escaut.95 And
my grandfather on my mother’s side was called Peter de Faro, who kept
the keys of the Gate of St. John in the same town of Tournai. Also I had
an uncle named master John Stalyn dwelling in the parish of St. Piatus in
the same town, who had married my father’s sister, whose name was Joan
or Jane, with whom I lived for a certain time. And afterwards I was taken
by my mother to Antwerp to learn Flemish in a house of a cousin of mine,
and an officer of the said town, called John Steinbek, with whom I was for
the space of half a year, and after that I returned again to Tournai because
of the wars that were in Flanders. And within a year after that I was sent
with a merchant of the said town of Tournai named Berlo, and his master’s
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name Alexander, to the Antwerp market, where I fell sick, and my sickness continued for five months, and the said Berlo put me in lodgings in
the house of a skinner who lived beside the house of the English nation;
and I was taken by him from there to Barow market, and lodged at the
sign of the old man, where I remained for the space of two months. And
after this the said Berlo put me in service with a merchant in Middelburg
whose name was John Strewe, to learn the language, and I lived with him
from Christmas to Easter, and then I went to Portugal in the company of
Sir Edward Brampton’s wife, in a ship which was called The Queen’s Ship.
And when I got there I was put into service with a knight who lived
in Lushborn who was called Pero Vaz de Cunha—which said knight had
only one eye—with whom I lived a whole year; and then because I wanted
to see other countries I took leave of him, and then put myself in service
with a Breton called Pregent Meno, who brought me with him to Ireland.
And when we had arrived there in the town of Cork, because I was dressed
in silk clothes from my said mistress, the people of the town came to me
and insisted that I was the duke of Clarence’s son, who was previously at
Develyn; and as much as I denied it, the holy Evangelist96 and the Cross
were brought to me by the mayor of the town, called John Lewellyn, and
there in the presence of him and others I took my oath on the truth that
I was not the foresaid duke’s son, nor any of his blood. And after this an
Englishman came to me whose name was Stephen Poytron, with one John
At Water, and said to me, swearing great oaths, that they knew well I was
King Richard’s bastard son. To whom I answered, with similar oaths, that I
was not. And then they advised me not to be frightened, but that I should
boldly take it on; and if I would do so they would aid and assist me with
all their power against the king of England—and not only them, but they
were well assured that the earls of Desmond and Kildare would do the
same, for they did not care whose side they took as long as they could be
revenged on the king of England. And so against my will they made me
learn English and taught me what I should do and say, and after this they
called me duke of York, the second son of King Edward IV, because King
Richard’s bastard son was in the hands of the king of England. And after
this the said John Water, Stephen Poytron, John Tyler, Hubert Burgh,
with many others such as the foresaid earls, entered into this false quarrel,
and within a short time afterwards the French king sent an embassy to me
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in Ireland, men named Loyte Lucas and master Stephan Fryon, to advise
me to come to France; and from there I went to France, and from there to
Flanders, and from Flanders to Ireland, and from Ireland to Scotland, and
so to England.”
As recounted earlier, many copies of this confession, once printed,
were sent into all places in England and elsewhere, so that the truth of
such deceitful malice and abominable falsehood might be known, to the
great rejoicing of all the king’s friends and true subjects, and utter discouragement and great agony of all his enemies.
On St. Nicholas’s day, 6 December, a proclamation was made in the
morning throughout the city of a continual and established peace to be
made between England and Scotland for the term of both kings’ lives and
a year after whichever of them lived the longest ( … ).
While the king was holding his Christmas this year at his manor
of Sheen, on the night after St. Thomas the Martyr’s day [December 21],
about 9 o’clock, a huge fire began suddenly in the king’s lodging, and continued until midnight. It was so violent that a very large part of the old
building of that place was burned, and much more harm done to wall
hangings and bed curtains of cloth of gold and silk, and many more valuable furnishings, with plate and other multifarious rich things belonging
to such a noble court. Nevertheless, God be praised, no Christian person
died there, which was to the king’s great relief, considering the notableness
of the court there during the holding of that important feast; at which his
grace was then accompanied by the queen, my lady the king’s mother, my
lord of York, my lady Margaret, and many other people of standing in the
realm ( … ).
About the middle of April arose confirmed news of the French king’s
death.97 And at the beginning of May, while the king was at Canterbury,
a priest was burned for heresy, who was so obstinate in his opinion that
all the clerks and doctors then present could not remove him from his
wrongful belief. When the king was informed he commanded him to be
brought into his presence, and that done, his grace took such great pains
that after long argument and exhortation he caused him to refute his erroneous opinions; and he died in the faith of the church, from which the
king gained excellent honour and fame for his great wisdom.
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On 5 May a solemn funeral ceremony was held at St. Paul’s for the
French king, and on the next day a solemn mass, at which the mayor and
the aldermen were present, and all the fellowships of the city in their liveries, and made their offering there.
You have heard before of the capture of Perkin and his confession
and pedigree,98 and how graciously it pleased the king to deal with him,
and how he kept him afterwards at liberty in his court with many other
benefits which would take a long time to write about. But forgetting the
goodness and the gracious disposition of the king, on the eve of Trinity
Sunday, the 9 June, he stole out of the court around midnight, while the
king was at Westminster. A great search was made for him, but seeing he
might not escape he very soon afterwards went to the Charterhouse of
Sheen, and there entreated the father of that house so pitifully, that after
putting him in safe keeping he went to the king, in whose favour he was
in high standing, and did not leave until he had been granted his life; and
so Perkin was brought again to court. Then on the following Friday in the
palace of Westminster a scaffold was prepared, made of wine casks and
other empty vessels, upon which was set a pair of stocks, and he was locked
tightly in them, and was gazed on in wonder for most of the morning. And
on the following Monday a similar scaffold was made next to the King’s
Head in Cheap, on which the said Perkin stood from 10 of the bell in the
morning until 3 in the afternoon, to his great shame. And that done, he
was brought by trusty guides through Cornhill to the Tower of London,
and left there as a prisoner.
In the month of July Henry Cote alderman was discharged from
office after long suit and efforts made to the bench about this, and
Bartholomew Rede, one of the sheriffs for this year, was chosen in his
place.
And in the said month was repaid the £4000 previously borrowed
by the king from the city, in the time of master John Tate’s mayoralty.
This year there was great drought, and because very little rain fell
from Easter to the beginning of August the grass did not grow. So that this
year a load of hay which in earlier days was sold at London for 5s or 6s now
sold for 10s and 12s and above.
This year also, a Venetian who made himself very expert and knowledgeable in understanding the circuit of the world and its islands, as he
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showed with a map and other convincing demonstrations, persuaded the
king to man and provision a ship at Bristol to seek an island which he said
he knew well was rich and stocked with valuable commodities. 99 Once
this ship was manned and provisioned at the king’s cost various merchants
of London put forward small sums, with the said Venetian in her as chief
patron; and in the company of the said ship also sailed out of Bristol three
or four small ships laden with both small and large kinds of merchandise,
like coarse cloth caps, laces, points, and other trifles. And so they left
Bristol in the beginning of May, and during this mayor’s time no tidings
came back.
On St. Edward’s day [October 13], after the mass of the Holy Ghost
was sung, and the mayor with his brother-aldermen had come into the
inner council chamber to talk about whatever pleased them, a letter sent
by the king was shown by the mayor to the effect that if the commons laid
Sir John Percyvale in the election to be mayor for the year following, the
mayor and aldermen should at the king’s request choose him to the said
office. By means whereof, and by a letter of request made shortly before
and addressed from Dr Savage, then bishop of London, to the mayor, the
aldermen and the commonality of the city, the said Sir John Percyvale was
that day chosen mayor of London. In several previous years the mayor and
aldermen had bypassed him in the election, for it was thought by them
that he was very keen to have the mayoralty, more so than his predecessors
as mayor.

15 Prince Arthur’s Reception in the City;
Another Pretender; City Trade Ordinances
1498–1499: Sir John Percyvale, mayor; Thomas Bradbury and
Stephen Jenyns, sheriffs.
This year on the day after this mayor had taken his oath at Westminster,
or on 30 October, my lord prince100 was received into the city, honourably accompanied with many lords, knights, and worshipful men. His
sword was carried through the city by Sir Gilbert Talbot, knight; and the
mayor and aldermen, sitting on horseback, received his grace in Cheap,
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near to the standard, with the sword-bearer carrying the sword standing
by the mayor, . The streets from Bishopsgate to St. Paul’s were lined with
the crafts in their liveries, and the said prince rode in a gown of crimson
velvet bordered with cloth of gold, and after him rode six followers all
clad in crimson velvet without borders. After a brief speech made to him
by Master Recorder, with an answer courteously given to it by his grace,
and suitable thanks to the mayor and his brothers, he kept on his journey
towards Fleet Street and so onwards to Westminster where the king and
the queen then resided.
And on the next morning, Wednesday, the mayor with his brotheraldermen, accompanied with a certain number of worshipful commoners,
went to the bishop of Salisbury’s palace, located next to the conduit in
Fleet Street, where my said lord prince was then lodged. And there, about
9 o’clock in the morning, within the second chamber, the said mayor with
the others presented his grace with a pair of gilt basins weighing 188 ounces
and a pair of large gilt pots weighing 409 ounces. After delivery of these,
and when the recorder had beseeched his grace to accept that poor little
gift, trusting that afterwards they would remember his grace with a better
one, he [the prince] said these words following: ‘Father mayor, I thank you
and your brothers present here for this great and kind token, which I trust
in time to come I will deserve. And because I cannot thank you enough I
shall ask the king’s grace to thank you; and for my part I shall not forget
your kindness.” These words were spoken with such good deliberateness
and such a confident expression that the hearers were amazed, considering
the tenderness of his age, which at that time was no more than twelve years.
On 8 February a flaxwoman named Margaret Clitheroe was set on
the pillory in Cornhill as a common bawd, and afterwards banished from
the town forever. And the same afternoon John Mathew, alderman, was
buried in the parish church of St. Martin Orgar in Candlewick Street, in
whose place was afterwards chosen as alderman Thomas Wyndout, mercer.
In this period of time in the borders of Norfolk and Suffolk a
new pretender reared up who styled himself the aforementioned earl of
Warwick, who by sly and covert means tried to win himself some adherents. But all in vain: in the end he was brought before the earl of Oxford,
to whom he eventually confessed that he was born in London and that he
was son to a cordwainer101 dwelling at the Black Bull in Bishopsgate Street.
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After this confession he was sent up to the king, and from him to prison,
and after that arraigned and convicted of treason, and finally on Shrove
Tuesday hanged in his shirt at St. Thomas à Watering,102 where he hung
still until the following Saturday, and then because of the offence to passers-by he was taken down and buried, at the age of about nineteen years
or twenty. And it was reported about him afterwards that he confessed
that when at school at Cambridge he was disturbed several times in his
sleep thinking that he should call himself the duke of Clarence’s son and
that he should in the process obtain such power that he should be a king.
On Sunday 24 February, the third son of our liege lord the king was
christened in the [Grey]friars at Greenwich, and was named Edmund.
And in the following month of March the long law-suit between
the city and the foreign brokers came to an end. It had been debated and
pleaded before the king’s council from the time of the second mayoralty of Sir Henry Colet until this time, at which point a direction was
taken by the king and his council, for the term of three years following,
that no foreign brokers should occupy the position of broker except the
number appointed at that time. Formerly, by a custom recently misused,
as many foreigners and aliens occupied the position of broker as wanted
to, in breach of the good old ordinances put in place for this, of which
one special ordinance was that no-one, alien or otherwise, should occupy
the position of broker unless his name and condition were first presented
to the mayor and the bench; and if he were then admitted by them he
should first find two people to act as sureties, bound with him for a suitable sum to the chamberlain of London, that he would occupy that position between merchant and merchant according to the ordinances made
for this. And beyond that he should take a solemn oath before the mayor
to execute the same, with other things which I pass over because they are
too lengthy. These good ordinances were kept for a long time, and only
recently wantonly broken by the singular covetousness of mayors and the
absence of good justice; and because of this, things came to such a pass
that the aliens ruled as much in this matter as the mayor and the bench,
to such an extent that when they wanted to reform things they could not.
Consequently, after great disparagement to the liberties of the city, and
many other wicked improprieties sustained by the kings’ subjects through
the behaviour of the said aliens, the mayor, then Sir Henry Colet, and the
commonality of the city were constrained in order to remedy matters to
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bring an action against some of the said brokers; which action was shortly
afterwards removed before the king’s council jointly by the said aliens, and
there kept until this time to the great cost of the city. But finally it ended
as is shown next: that there should be a certain number from every nation,
namely four from the Venetians, three from the Genoans, two from the
Spaniards, three from the Florentines, two from the Luccans, and two
from every other nation resident in the city that wanted to be involved; all
of these brokers were to be at the admission of the mayor and his brotheraldermen, with many other ordinances which I pass over.
This year the brewhouse called The Swan next to St. Anthony’s was
taken down so the said church could be extended, and it was afterwards
reconstructed at the expense of Sir John Tate late mayor, and constructed
and finished as it now appears.
On the last day of May Sir John Fenkyll, alderman, was buried, and
in his place was afterwards chosen Sir Richard Haddon, mercer.
On 16 June, a Sunday, four heretics stood at Paul’s Cross, and on the
following Sunday seven heretics also stood there; all twelve heretics were
branded with an iron on the left cheek, and a red cross was embroidered
on their gowns.103
On 9 October after long suit and labour made to the bench, Ralph
Tilney, alderman, was discharged; and in place of him Stephen Jenyns, tailor, was chosen to that office.
This year good Gascony wine was sold for 40s a barrel, wheat for 4s
a quarter, and bay salt for 4d a bushel and even cheaper.

16 Trials and Executions; the King’s Letter From Calais;
Deaths of Prince Edmund and Cardinal Morton
1499–1500: Nicholas Ailwyn, mercer, mayor; James Wylford and
Richard Bronde, sheriffs.
This year on Saturday 16 November, Perkin, the mayor of Cork 104
and his son, with one John Taylor, were arraigned in the White Hall at
Westminster; all four were tried there for treason and condemned to death.
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And on the next Monday following, the Chief Justice of England,
with other judges and knights, sat with the mayor on an oyer et terminer.
Before them were indicted Thomas Masborough, formerly bowyer to King
Edward IV; also two citizens, one named Fynche and the other Proude,
and five other people reputed to be servants to Master Digby, then marshall of the Tower, of whom it was reported that they intended to kill their
master and to set at large the earl of Warwick, then prisoner in the Tower,
and the aforementioned Perkin.
And on the next Thursday following the aforementioned earl of
Warwick, aged about 24 years or thereabouts, was arraigned in the great
hall of Westminster; on whom the earl of Oxford sat as judge, under a
cloth of estate; where without any process of law the said earl of Warwick
submitted him to the king’s grace and mercy for treasons committed by
him, there confessed, after which he was condemned to be drawn, hanged,
and quartered; and was afterwards taken back to the Tower.
And on Saturday following, St. Clement’s day and 23 November,
[Perkin] was drawn from the Tower to Tyburn with John à Water, formerly mayor of Cork, as mentioned before, at which place of execution
a small scaffold was set up. Standing on this, the said Perkin made plain
there to the huge multitude of people the particulars of his earlier confession, and accepted there, on pain of death, that he was never the person by whose name he was called, nor any blood relation, but a stranger
born in the condition that he had shown earlier; and the fact that he
called himself the second son of King Edward was due to the efforts of
the said John à Water, there present, and others, as previously he had
truly shown. After this confession, and having asked forgiveness of the
king’s grace and of all others he had offended against, he took his death
patiently there on the gallows, and the said John à Water with him; and
their bodies were afterwards cut down, and their heads chopped off
and carried to London Bridge, and there stuck on two poles; and their
bodies were conveyed afterwards to the Augustine Friars, and there
buried.
And on the following Thursday 28 November, the aforementioned
earl of Warwick was brought out of the Tower with two servants of the
marshall of that place, and delivered at the outer gate to the sheriffs, by
whose officers he was led from there to the scaffold, and there beheaded.
After the execution, his body and the head were laid in a coffin and carried
back into the Tower. This execution was carried out at about 3 o’clock in
the afternoon—may Jesus have mercy on his soul and all Christians!—and
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the next day the body and head were taken by water to Bisham 105 near
Windsor, and interred there with the earl’s ancestors.
Then on St. Andrew’s eve the mayor sat again with the chief justice
and others in the Guildhall of London. Before them the forenamed eight
people were then arraigned, to live or die. One inquest was concerned
with three of them, and the other with five. Of those eight people, four
of them—named Strangwysh, Blewett, Astwood, and Long Roger—were
judged and condemned to be drawn, hanged, and quartered; and on the
following Monday, one called Fynch was similarly condemned.
And on the next Wednesday following the aforenamed Astwood
and Blewett were drawn from the Tower to Tyburn, both on one hurdle,
and there hanged and beheaded. After the execution, their bodies were
taken to the Augustine Friars and buried there. This Astwood was the
same man that was condemned to death for similar treason during Richard
Chawry’s mayoralty, and then pardoned by the king: for which reason his
death was less lamented.
This year at the feast of Christmas the Jubilee or Year of Grace
began at Rome,106 during which all the pardons of England were annulled.
At the beginning of the month of May, the king and queen took sail
at Dover for Calais, where while they stayed a certain time the archduke of
Burgundy came to them at St. Peter’s Church, as will appear later.
On 6 May the common council granted that a tax of a fifteenth and
a half should be levied on the inhabitants of the city for the expense of
certain pageants to be prepared for the arrival of my lady princess Dame
Katherine, daughter to the king of Spain, to be married to my lord Prince
Arthur, as is recorded earlier in the time of Master John Tate’s mayoralty.
And on 24 May Thomas Wyndout, alderman, was buried; in place
of whom William Brown, mercer, was afterwards chosen for that office.
On the following Sunday, while the mayor and his brother-aldermen were in St. Dunstan’s Chapel at St. Paul’s, a letter was shown sent
from the king from Calais to the said mayor and aldermen, of which the
substance follows:
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“Trusty and well beloved: we greet you well. Since our letters
recently sent to you about our news and activities we remembered the
honourable embassy sent to us by our cousin the archduke of Burgundy,
and his sincere, courteous and warm offers with regard to everything that
might be for our diversion and pleasure. Hearing also that he had come to
his town of St. Omer, we considered that it was appropriate to our position to give him suitable thanks for the sending of his embassy and the
kind and warm offers made to us on his behalf. In which regard we sent
to our cousin a special embassy of our highly trusted counsellors the Lord
St. John and our secretary, who were received by many honourable people
outside the town of St. Omer. And on the next day, Ascension Day, our
said ambassadors were received into the presence of our said cousin, who
received them so honourably that the like has never before been seen, giving them very favourable audience in the matters they put forward on our
behalf, and welcoming them very tenderly, so much so that our said cousin
led the said Lord St. John on his right hand and our secretary on his left
hand as he went on foot to the place where he took his horse. And he rode
in this way through the said town between them both, in the sight of all
the people who were there. And led them in church in the same way on
his return from mass, and also rode between them towards his lodging,
showing to them that he takes us to be his patron, father, and protector,
and also as the prince in whom is all his special trust and confidence; and
offering that if there were anything that might augment and increase the
love, amity, and alliance between us he would very gladly see to it. Over
and above this, on Saturday last past our said cousin moreover sent to us
an embassy of other honourable people, such as his second chamberlain
and knight of the fleece,107 his master of requests and his treasurer general, who similarly have very warmly given us hearty thanks on our cousin’s
behalf for the sending of our embassy; also showing that because of the
tender care and affectionate inclination that he has for us before all other
princes, with his great desire to see us and to have personal communication with us at such time and place as will be appointed by us both, he
moved his journey forward by the space of 50 leagues closer to us, and
came to his said town of St. Omer. These ambassadors also show on our
said cousin’s behalf how he takes us for his patron, father, and protector as
mentioned above, desiring not only to come and see us instantly, as specified before, with such number and company of people as we shall assign
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to him, but also to do to us all the pleasure and service at his disposal—all
with words as sincere and loving as could be spoken. And furthermore, on
account of the great trust and singular confidence that our said cousin has
in us, he would have come to our town of Calais in order to carry out his
wishes if he had not previously for serious considerations refused to come
at the request of our cousin the French king into any of his walled towns
or fortresses; the consequences that might follow if he should enter into
our said town might seem to the French king a precedent that would make
him offer him a similar meeting in one of his towns. Our said cousin has
desired us to have the said meeting within our pale and marches108 as far
as St. Peter’s Church on Monday or Tuesday of Whitsun week or thereabouts; and at our meeting, as we understand by the report of our said
ambassadors following open declaration made to them when they were
last with our cousin by various honourable people from his council, our
said cousin intends to communicate with us both about marriage alliances
to be concluded between our most entirely beloved son the duke of York
and his daughter, and our very dear second daughter and his son and heir,
and also about other matters concerning the increase and augmentation
of the friendship and alliance which has been made between us both and
which is likely to take good effect henceforward after of our said meeting. And even though we intended to celebrate Whitsuntide at our city of
Canterbury, considering now what has just happened, the immediate wish
of our said cousin has prompted us to stay here longer, in no doubt that
with God’s grace some good effect will come from this to our honour and
pleasure. We have also recently received two letters sent at different times
from our cousin the king of the Romans which show plainly the news
from Italy and the capture of the king of Milan;109 and moreover many
different honourable people come here from various countries to see us.
Furthermore our cousin the French king has sent to us a squire, one of the
masters of his horses, with very kind and loving letters which tell us that
he has written to Lord Gruthuyse, lieutenant and governor of Picardy, and
Lord Morvilliers, bailiff of Amyas, saying that they should come and visit
us and offer to us in his name all the honour, pleasure, and service that may
be done by them or any of his subjects, in the manner and form that they
would show to his own person. And as other news comes we will let you
know it. Given under our signet at our town of Calais, 2 June.”
108

The “pale” is an area of jurisdiction; “marches” are the lands at the frontiers or
borders of two jurisdictions (as e.g. the Welsh marches or borderlands).
109
The duke of Milan was taken prisoner by Louis XII of France in April 1500.
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On the next Friday following Whitsunday my lord Edmund, youngest son to the king, died at a palace of the bishop of Ely called Hatfield,
twenty miles from London. And on the Monday 22 June, his body was
brought through Fleet Street with an honourable company, the duke of
Buckingham being chief mourner. The mayor and all the crafts of the
city were standing in their liveries along the route from the Old Bailey to
Temple Bar. And the body, in a carriage, was thus conveyed to Westminster
and buried there by St. Edmund’s shrine: on whose soul and all Christians
may Jesus have mercy, amen.
In the month of July most of a town in Norfolk named Babraham
was consumed by fire. And the 20th day of the said month an old man was
burnt in Smithfield for heresy. And in this year was great death in London
and other parts of the realm.110
About the beginning of October Dr Morton, cardinal, archbishop
of Canterbury, and chancellor of England, departed this life: a man to be
remembered for his many great acts and especially for his great wisdom
which continued until his latter days, beyond the age of eighty. This man
surpassed all other Englishmen in many virtues, even though in his life
he encountered great abuse and resentment among the people, as much
among great men as others. He died at his manor of Knole and was carried
to Canterbury and buried there, not entirely without strange rumours and
reports after his burial.
And in the said month Hugh Pemberton, tailor and alderman of
London, died; in whose place James Wylford, tailor, was chosen.

17 Sheen Rebuilt as Richmond; the Turkish Threat;
Princess Katherine Reaches England
1500–1501: William Remyngton, fishmonger, mayor; John Hawes
and William Stede, sheriffs.
In the beginning of this mayor’s year, on 8 December, Robert Tate, mercer
and merchant of the Staple at Calais and alderman of the city of London,
died. At his month’s mind,111 when the mayor and aldermen had dined
110

This was due to another outbreak of sweating sickness.
The month’s mind commemorated an individual a month after their death or
funeral with the celebration of a mass and the recital of prayers.
111
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there at his residence in Tower Street, the said mayor gave 10s to every
one of his brothers of the grey cloaks and 6s 8d to all of those of the calaber cloaks,112 to pray for his soul; and afterwards John Hawes, mercer,
was chosen as alderman in his place.
On the night following 21 December between midnight and 2
o’clock was huge thunder, and wonderful especially for the season and the
time of year.
On 30 January the body of Lord Dynham, treasurer of England, was
brought to the Greyfriars and buried there on the south side of the choir;
on whose soul and all Christians Jesus have mercy.
And in the same month sprang up fresh news that the Turks had
won the town of Modon,113 in the capture of which many Christian people of all ages were killed. And shortly afterwards a letter requesting aid
against the said Turks from the king was sent from the pope.
This year, and about this time, the king finished much of his new
building at his manor of Sheen, and repaired and furnished again the parts
that were previously destroyed by fire in the thirteenth year of his reign.
With regard to his gracious pleasure, even though it was reported that at
the time of that hideous and frightful fire many notable and excellently
rich valuables and other things of immense worth were destroyed by the
violence of the said fire, it pleased his grace from that time onwards that it
should be named Richmond and not Sheen.
On 2 April John Ward, grocer and alderman, died, in whose place
was chosen William Stede, grocer and sheriff. But because he swore on
oath that he was not worth a thousand marks in movable goods he was put
by, and then Nicholas Nynes, tailor, was chosen and admitted.
And about this time of the year the crafty dealing of the bakers of
London brought about a scarcity of bread within the city, to the extent
that it came to the ears of the mayor. Whereupon he had a search of their
granaries made, and—not without some punishment—found a way of
bringing about plenty of bread; and there was no cause for it to be otherwise, for the price of wheat that year did not exceed 11s 4d a quarter.
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Those of the grey cloaks were aldermen who had served as mayor, whose cloaks
were of grey squirrel fur. Calaber, on the cloaks of the other aldermen, seems to have
been a darker fur, possibly from Calabria (Sicily).
113
Modon (now Methoni in southern Greece) was taken from the Venetians by
the Turks in June 1499.
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On the following night, 16 June, a huge and mighty wind arose,
wonderful for that time of year.
In the month of August Sir Edmund de la Pole, then earl of Suffolk,
secretly left the country, contrary to the king’s wish, and sailed to France,
and there and elsewhere consorted with the king’s enemies. For which reason shortly afterwards the king ordered the sheriffs and rulers of various
shires that every officer should make due search that no-one else should be
able to leave in a similar way.
On 24 September a collier living in Edg ware named Edmund
Aderyge was set on the pillory in Cornhill because his sacks of coal were
not the right size, and while he stood on the pillory his sacks were burnt
under him.
And on St. Francis day, 4 October, came to the mayor the first
certain news of the landing of Dame Katherine, daughter of the king of
Spain—albeit swift rumours had run on many occasions before that she
had landed. But now certainty was brought from the king that she had
landed at Plymouth the Saturday before, namely 2 October.
And this year the exterior work on St. Anthony’s Church was finished, which as shown before was begun by Sir John Tate in the fourteenth
year of the king’s reign.

18 The Mayor’s New Customs; Princess Katherine’s
Reception Into London; the Wedding Ceremonies and
Celebrations; a Dinner for the Embassy From Scotland;
Prince Arthur’s Death; More Trials
1501–1502: Sir John Shaa, goldsmith, mayor; Lawrence Aylmer and
Henry Hede, sheriffs.
On the day following St. Simon and St. Jude [October 28] it was the
custom, established annually over a long time, that the mayor was presented before the king’s barons at Westminster, and for convenience the
said mayor and his brother-aldermen would meet in the morning at the
Guildhall and go from there on foot to the Crane in the Vintry to take
their barge there. This mayor, either because he was short in height or so
that a more honourable way of doing things might be established, made
all of his brothers provide horses for themselves, and ride to the waterside,
and on their return ride again from the water to the place where the mayor
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dines that day. And where in time past his predecessors as mayor always
dined or feasted in their houses or in the halls of fellowships, this mayor
was the first to hold his feast in the Guildhall—even though it was very
rough and all out of order at that time for such a business.
On the Tuesday before St. Martin’s day [November 11], 9
November, my Lord Prince came through Fleet Street to St. Paul’s with a
goodly company, and on to the Wardrobe at the east end of Blackfriars, and
was lodged there. And the same day my Lady Princess came to Lambeth,
where she was lodged with her ladies in the archbishop of Canterbury’s
palace. And on the next Friday following, about 2 o’clock in the afternoon,
accompanied with many lords and ladies, dressed in the most sumptuous
manner, she came riding from the foresaid Lambeth into Southwark and
on to London Bridge, where a costly pageant of carved work, painted and
gilded, was erected.114 Within this were set two lifelike figures representing St. Katherine and St. Ursula, with many other fair virgins in extremely
beautiful and costly dress. When the said princess had come to the bridge,
and of her goodness waited there a little to look at the said pageant, the
figure of St. Katherine spoke this speech as follows:
I Katherine, of the court celestial,
Where as is joy and perdurable [everlasting] bliss,
From whence all grace and comfort doth and shall
Always proceed, for very love, iwis [indeed],
Am come to you, fair lady, since that this
Into this city is your first resort,
To welcome you, aid, assist, and comfort.
[Four stanzas of verse follow. In summary: welcome to this city. You
are named after me and I protect you. Love first Christ and second,
your worldly husband. Proceed now to the castle of Policy, a quality
required by all rulers.]

And when this speech of St. Katherine, as recounted here, was finished,
the figure next to her standing for St. Ursula immediately spoke the following words:
[Four stanzas of verse follow. In summary: you and I are of the same
noble blood (Ursula was supposedly a British princess; Katherine’s
114

The script for the pageants survives in several different forms.
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antecedents included John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster). I am
related to the first king Arthur, and to Ursa Minor, the constellation
that includes the Pole Star. Your husband Arthur succeeds the first
Arthur; you succeed me as Ursa Minor. Proceed now to Policy.]

And before this speech was completely finished, the princess moved
quickly off from the said drawbridge, because the day was quickly passing,
and came to the Falcon in Gracechurch Street. There the second pageant
was constructed like a castle, painted and gilded in a very costly way, and
in it stood a man dressed like a senator, who as soon as she came close
began this speech, as follows:
[Three stanzas of verse follow. In summary: illumined by the
morning star of Spain, these gates have opened to admit this lady to
me, Policy. Princess, cherish the qualities of Nobility and Virtue.]

And when this speech was suitably concluded, straightaway Nobility
appeared, very richly dressed, and began his speech as follows:
[Four stanzas of verse follow. In summary: Policy, Nobility, and
Virtue are all related to each other. Although all estates need to be
virtuous, noble people especially need this quality. Proceed on to
Virtue.]

And when this speech was finished, a virgin representing Virtue immediately appeared in the said castle, very beautifully dressed, and said the
following words:
[Four stanzas of verse follow. In summary: Nobility and Virtue are
all related to each other. Your natural disposition is to be virtuous,
and joined with Prince Arthur you will be even more virtuous. An
angel will shortly talk about this, as will your kinsman Alphonso
(i.e., Alphonso X, king of Castile and Leon 1221–1284) renowned
for his wisdom and knowledge of astronomy.]

And when this speech was ended, she rode on until she came to the conduit in Cornhill, where another pageant was constructed, far surpassing
the other in cost and in the skill of its design, in which was contrived
the zodiac, with the twelve signs in a volvelle, 115 and in it were shown
115

OED: “one or more movable circles surrounded by other graduated or figured
circles, serving to ascertain the rising and setting of the sun and moon, the state of the
tides, etc.”
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the waxing and waning of the moon with many other astronomical matters. Over this volvelle or zodiac sat in a raised platform or tower the
Archangel Raphael, and under the said volvelle sat three people representing King Alphonsus (spoken of by Virtue, above), Job, and Boethius, who
were reputed to be three of the wisest men in their days: Alphonsus an
astronomer, Job a divine, and Boethius a philosopher. And as soon as she
approached near to this pageant, Raphael, with his golden and glittering
wings, and feathers of many different colours, began this speech as duly
follows here:
[Five stanzas of verse follow. In summary: all knowledge comes
from God, disseminated by angels who are the ministers of God’s
providence. I, Raphael, have special responsibility for marriages,
and I am here to see you joined with Arthur.]

And then immediately King Alphonsus began, and speaking audibly and
looking confident he gave voice to these verses in the form copied here:
[Eleven stanzas of verse follow, the last four spoken by Job. In
summary: the marriage between you and Arthur has been anti
cipated in the benevolent movements of stars and planets: you
represent Hesperus, the evening star, and Arthur is Arcturus, a star
in the constellation of the Great Bear. Job adds: your union will be
blessed by the sun of justice.]

Then, as I have said previously, she kept on her journey until she arrived
at the end of Soper Lane, where the fourth pageant was prepared, looking like part of the heavens. In this one also the twelve signs of the zodiac
were painted, and above them sat an image in a golden chair representing King Arthur, fully armed, and in the circle that went round the signs
three children were positioned, properly armed. They ascended a predetermined height towards Arthur’s chair by means of a winding mechanism;
and under those three children sat certain people among whom was one
named Phronesis,116 who uttered the speech which follows here:
[Three stanzas of verse follow. In summary: your husband Arthur
wears bodily armour but also the spiritual armour of justice; rejoice
in your marriage.]

116

The Greek word phronesis denotes “wisdom personified” (OED).
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And when this speech was ended she kept on her way until she came to
the standard in Cheapside, where the fifth pageant was set up, made like
heaven. Inside was a character representing the Father of Heaven, made all
of gold, with seven wax candles in seven gold candlesticks burning before
his throne. And this character was surrounded by different hierarchies of
angels, and was seated, wearing a cope of the richest kind of woven cloth,
most sumptuously garnished with precious stones and pearls. In front of
this said pageant on the south side of the street, in a house at that time
inhabited by William Geffrey, haberdasher, were standing the king, the
queen, my lady the king’s mother, my lord of Oxford, with many other
lords and ladies and peers of this realm, together with some ambassadors
from France recently sent by the French king. And as they passed, the different ranks gave to each other fitting and suitable greetings and looks, and
as soon as her grace came near to the said pageant the Father of Heaven
began his speech as follows:
[Four stanzas of verse follow. In summary: I am the beginning and
the end. I made man and woman in my image, and I join them
together in marriages solemnized in my church. Love me and
honour my commandments, and I will bless you and your offspring.]

When this speech had ended, her grace left the king’s presence in the same
way as shown before. Passing the cross at the end of Friday Street the mayor,
sitting on horseback, and next to him the recorder, advanced towards her
grace. She received them very kindly, and listened very graciously to the
words of greeting and welcome that the recorder then spoke to her in the
name of the mayor and the commonality of the city. And after suitable
thanks were given by her chancellor to the mayor and commonality, she
kept on her progress, passing the aldermen in scarlet sitting on horseback,
until her grace came to the little conduit at the far end of Cheapside. On
the top of this conduit was prepared a fine and sumptuous pageant, in the
front of which sat richly decorated stately figures, including representatives of Prelacy and Honour, with many others giving attendance on them;
and as soon as she had come up to this pageant Prelacy began his speech
as follows:
[Four stanzas of verse follow. In summary: Jesus speaks figuratively
of redemption as a marriage prepared by God for his son. Our own
sovereign has ordained a marriage between Arthur and Katherine,
in the presence of Policy, Nobility, and Virtue. Katherine, you can
now proceed to Honour, which rewards these virtues.]
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At the end of this speech, with due salutation made to her grace, Honour
began his exposition as immediately follows here:
[Four stanzas of verse follow. In summary: I am Honour, desired
by many people, but available only to those who are virtuous. The
ancient Romans, although mistaken in their faith, recognized that
virtue and honour belong together. Seats are prepared next to me to
await you and your husband, as you proceed in the path of nobility
and virtue.]

When this speech was ended, her grace departed and rode through Paul’s
Churchyard, and so was conveyed to the bishop of London’s palace, where
she and her people—many Spanish people of standing, both lords and
ladies—were lodged. I pass over here 117 details of the finely and expensively dressed gentry and noblemen of this realm, both themselves and
their horses, and of their prancing and their management, with many flirtatious looks and other fine expressions which would take a long time to
describe. And furthermore I pass over here the rich clothing of my said
lady princess, with all her fair ladies, sitting in seats on fair white palfreys,
with their loving and demure looks and expressions, which was heavenly
to see. And furthermore I pass over the good order of the citizens of the
city who stood in their best liveries on scaffolds two feet high from the
pavement, with rails in front of them to keep them from the bounding
of the horsemen; and these citizens stood like this in order of their rank
from Gracechurch up to St. Paul’s Gate. The mayor and aldermen were sitting on horseback in scarlet, except for the mayor in crimson velvet, and
he and the others of knightly status had their collars around their necks,
and the others had rich, heavy gold chains; sitting thus on their horses
they also had scaffolds under the horses and rails in front of them, as I
have indicated before. Moreover I let pass here the pageant constructed to
stand at the west door of Paul’s, ordained and designed at the king’s commandment, with the citizens not at all involved (although in the end Sir
Reynold Bray and others of the king’s council had £100 from the chamberlain for the cost of this). This was like a tower, on which stood three
images, each like a king, and armed; each of them carried a shield with
a different coat of arms, and the middle one of them represented King
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Arthur, bearing on his shield the arms of Britain, with other devices whose
details I will pass over, lest it take too much time ( … ).
Then on the following Sunday, St. Erkenwald’s day 118 and 14
November, on the aforementioned mountain119 my lord prince and my
foresaid lady princess, both clad in white satin, were joined in matrimony,
and had their marriage solemnized by the archbishop of Canterbury, who
had around him nineteen mitred bishops and abbots. And the king and
queen, with my lady the king’s mother, and people of many other estates,
stood secretly inside the place described above, and were able to hear
and see all the events in the said solemnization through lattice windows.
It lasted a good two hours or more, for as well as the sacramental office,
various formal deeds and documents were read out, which required a long
space of time. And when all this solemnity was over, the said archbishop,
with the other nineteen in their vestments and mitres, took their way from
the said mountain, going along the foresaid passageway, which was then
covered under foot with blue striped cloth, to the choir and so to the high
altar. The husband and wife followed them together, and after them my
lady Cecily, sister to the queen’s grace, carrying the train of my lady princess, and after them followed a hundred ladies and gentlewomen in very
costly and rich clothing. And as soon as the said gentlewomen were past
the mayor’s standing place, the said mayor, in a crimson velvet gown, with
all his brother-aldermen in scarlet gowns and cloaks, came out of their
standing-place with the sword carried in front of him, and so went along
the said passageway into the choir, and sat there during mass. And my lord
of York sat in the dean’s place, and made the chief offering that day, and
after him the duke of Buckingham, the earl of Oxford with other lords,
and then the mayor with his brother-aldermen ( … ).
And when the mass was finished my said lady princess was led by
the duke of York on the right side and a Spanish legate on the other side,
and so conveyed by the foresaid passageway into the above-mentioned
palace,120 preceded by eight score gentlemen of the forenamed men of honour, the simplest of whom was clothed in silk. During this time the mayor
with his brother-aldermen was conveyed by one of the king’s esquires into
118

St. Erkenwald was an Anglo-Saxon bishop of London, buried in St. Paul’s.
A paragraph omitted here describes the construction of a ‘mountain’ inside St.
Paul’s, with a passageway leading from it, and surrounding galleries for spectators.
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The palace of the bishop of London.
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the entrance of the palace, where the princess passed close by them with
the foresaid noble company; and when her grace was passed, with a great
multitude of ladies following her, then Sir Richard Crofts, steward of my
lord prince’s house, came to the mayor, and brought him and his brotheraldermen into the great hall to the said entrance adjoining, and had them
set down to dinner at a table on the west side of the hall, where they were
very honourably served with twelve dishes at the first course, fifteen at the
second, and eighteen dishes at the third course ( … ).
On the following Tuesday the king and queen, who were lodged all
this time at Baynard’s Castle, came to St. Paul’s and heard a solemn mass
at the high altar, and once that was done went and made their offering at
the Cross of the north door. After making his offering, his grace went into
the palace and dined there with my lady princess, accompanied by many
noblemen and gentlemen in very sumptuous dress, changed from their
Sunday apparel. On this day the above-named Sir Nicholas Vaux wore a
collar of esses121 which amounted to £800 of nobles, as the goldsmith who
made it reported.
And the very same day in the afternoon the said princess was conveyed with many lords and estates122 to Paul’s wharf, where she and the said
estates took their barges and so were rowed to Westminster. The mayor
and aldermen with the most esteemed fellowships of the city gave attendance, in barges decorated with banners and other badges of their crafts,
and many musical instruments, and so brought her grace to Westminster
Bridge. But because the barge of the fellowship of mercers was not decorated and appointed in keeping with their honourable reputation, nor as
well as the others which were of less standing, the mayor, with the wardens, was seriously discontent ( … ).
Then on the next Thursday following, 18 November, a royal joust
was held in the palace of Westminster, in the presence of the king, the
queen, my lord prince, my lady princess, with all the chief lords of this
land, all the lords of Spain, and many other estates. On this day at about 1
o’clock in the afternoon the duke of Buckingham came into the said palace
as chief challenger, covered by a chapel, with hangings or curtains around
it made of striped white and green satin, embroidered very finely on each
side and end with four large red roses, and the covering painted azure,
121

A livery collar made from intertwined letter ‘S’s, denoting attachment to a
particular faction or royal house.
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GC’s word estatys means “ranks of society.”
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with a gilded pinnacle set at every corner. And after this chapel, which
was drawn on low wheels, followed on horseback and in bright armour my
lord Henry, brother to the said duke, as second challenger; and two others
also armed, without any other ornament, followed him. And thus keeping
their progress from Westminster Hall around the further side of the tiltyard they came in front of the king’s tent, where the said duke came out of
his said chapel fully armed,123 with a huge bush of ostrich feathers on his
helm, and his horse richly adorned with trappings of blue velvet decorated
with four large castles made of goldsmiths’ work. After coming out and
making humble obeisance to the king, he and the others took up their
horses energetically, and so rode to the end of the tilt-yard, waiting there
for the defenders to come. During which time the said duke had the said
bush of feathers taken from his headpiece and presented to the king’s tent.
Then half an hour afterwards came into the field at the north gate of
the palace the lord marquis of Dorset, as chief defender, enclosed in a tent
or pavilion decorated with cloth of gold and black striped velvet, around
which went about thirty gentlemen all clad in black satin with beads of
filigree silver around their necks; and a hermit clad in black as guide of the
said tent. And then after him followed the lord William of Devonshire,
enclosed in a chapel curtained round with cloth of gold. And thirdly followed Guillaume de Ryvers enclosed within a square-sailed ship with the
lower parts hung with painted cloth coloured like water. And fourthly
came in the earl of Essex, enclosed in a mountain with a woodwose 124
going in front, bearing a dry tree on his neck, and in his right hand a string
of white and green silk that was fastened round the neck of a red dragon
which was pulling the mountain. And on the top of the said mountain was
set a virgin with her hair uncovered, richly dressed, and with a unicorn
laying his head in her lap.125 And fifthly, or finally, an unknown gentleman
came in, enclosed in a round tent all painted yellow, with a gilt crown on
the summit.
( … ).
Then immediately the duke being charged, with his spear in the
rest, cried “To the barriers! To the barriers! and the lord marquis came
123

GC’s phrase clene armyd (also in CV) seems to mean either “fully armed” or “in
clean/plain armour.”
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A wild man of the woods, often a feature of pageants and disguisings.
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In medieval bestiary lore (echoed in much medieval and Renaissance art) the
fabulous unicorn could be captured only by a virgin.
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against him. But they both missed that first course, after which the said
lords immediately ran six courses more: to whom Fortune was so favourable that the duke broke the more spears.
Then secondly my lord Henry of Buckingham and the earl of Essex
ran various courses together with various fortunes, but the earl performed
fewer feats, because his horse was not suited to the encounter. Then the
other challengers ran certain courses on the other defenders, and afterwards the duke and my lord his brother ran to acquit their challenge for
the space of nearly two hours; but the duke consistently won the honour,
for no-one broke spears like him.
Then as this sport continued towards the evening a Spanish knight
came into the field without any costume for himself or his horse, and his
armour was not appointed appropriately for the palace. When the trumpets had taken him about the tilt-yard and left him with the defenders, the
duke immediately ran against this knight, and in three courses of running
broke two spears on him; and he broke one on the duke, for which little
was allowed since it was broken with crossing. After these three courses
were finished a herald standing near the king’s tent made a proclamation
that the duke had that day won the prize and honour, and straightaway the
other herald cried “A l’hotel! A l’hotel!” ( … ).126
On the following Saturday the ambassadors from Scotland were
received into the city at Bishopsgate, and led from there with many noblemen and finely dressed gentlemen through the main streets to St. John’s in
Smithfield, and lodged there.
And on the following Monday, the foresaid jousts began again in
the palace, where the above-named ambassadors were present with the
king. That day many knightly feats of arms were performed by the duke
and the other challengers, but the lord marquis broke the most spears, and
the honour of that day was allowed to be his.
Then on Wednesday the said jousts began again, and at this time
certain courses were run with sharp spears. In the running of these courses
one of the defenders was overturned, horse and man; it was reported to
be Sir Rowland who had the fall and my lord Henry who gave him the
blow, but some people reported otherwise. And when this warlike play
was ended, the challengers and defenders alighted on foot and fought
keenly at a specially ordained barrier up to a certain number of strokes.
126
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And having performed and executed these strokes, the said four challengers and four of the defenders immediately sprang energetically onto their
horses, and contended with one another for the space of a quarter of an
hour or thereabouts. In this period the duke broke and bent three swords,
and the lord marquis two, and all the others did valiantly, and continued
with their fighting until the king threw down his staff and commanded
them to be separated. And so this knightly warriors’ recreation continued
from twelve o’clock until the dark night ( … )
And you will understand that on every evening after these foresaid
jousts a sumptuous banquet was held at the king’s expense in the White
Hall, where fine disguisings and other entertainments were also shown.
Many of the king’s subjects derived benefit from these, both from the
materials they sold for them, and the workmanship that went into them,
and from the scales, spangles, rosettes, and other items of silver and gilt
which fell from the garments of lords and ladies and of gentlemen while
they leapt and danced—and were gathered up by many poor people standing nearby and pressing in to get money from these same things.
And so these jousts and triumphs finished, to the great honour of
the king, and the pleasure and enjoyment of the said foreigners who were
present and of the great multitude of the king’s subjects. On the next day,
Friday, when the king had dined, his grace, with the queen, my lord prince,
my lady princess, and many other nobles, with the ambassadors and lords
of Spain, took their barges at the bridge and were rowed to Mortlake,
where the mayor, with his brother-aldermen and some of the honourable
fellowships of the city, gave attendance, in barges and large boats decked
with various musical instruments. And when they had seen the king and
queen and people of other ranks land and ride on horses to Richmond, the
said mayor with his company joyfully returned to London. In the following Christmas week the mayor had my lord chancellor to dinner, accompanied by the forenamed Scottish ambassadors, with many other honourable
men. During this dinner a Scottish priest sitting at one of the side tables
made this ballade, which follows below:127
London, thou art of towns A per se [the first letter “A,” alone]:
Sovereign of cities, seemliest in sight,
Of high renown, richness and royalty,
127

For discussion of the authorship of this poem, and the forms in which it
survives, see Scattergood, “‘London, Thou Art the Flour of Cities All’.”
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Of lords, barons, and many goodly knight,
Of most delectable lusty [fine] ladies bright,
Of famous prelates in habits clerical,
Of merchants full of substance and might.
London, thou art the flower of cities all.
Gladdeth alone thou lusty Troynovant [new Troy],
City that some time called was New Troy.
In all the earth imperial thou stand,
Princess of towns, of pleasure and of joy.
A richer resteth under no Christian roy [French: king].
For manly power, with crafts natural,
Formeth none fairer, since the flood of Noë [Noah].
London, thou art the flower of cities all.
Gem of all joy, jasper of jocundity,
Most mighty carbuncle [precious stone] of vertue and valour.
Strong Troy in vigour, and in strenuity [power].
Of royal cities rose and gillyflower [carnation].
Empress of towns, exalted in honour,
In beauty bearing the throne imperial.
Sweet paradise, precelling [outstanding] in pleasure.
London, thou art the flower of cities all.
Above all rivers thy river hath renown,
Whose beryl streams, pleasant and preclare [very clear],
Under thy lusty walls runneth down;
Where many a swan doth swim with wings fair,
Where many a barge doth sail and row with oar,
Where many a ship doth rest with top [topsail] royal.
O town of towns, patron [template] and non-compare,
London, thou art the flower of cities all.
Upon thy lusty bridge of pillars white
Be merchants full royal to behold.
Upon thy streets go many a seemly knight
In velvet gowns, and bear chains of gold.
By Julius Caesar thy tower founded of old
May be the house of Mars victorial,
Whose artillery with tongue may not be told.
London, thou art the flower of cities all.
Strong be thy walls that about thee stand,
Wise be the people that within thee dwell,
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Fresh is thy river, with his lusty strands [shores],
Blithe be thy kirks [churches], well sounding be thy bells.
Rich be thy merchants, in substance that excels,
Fair be their wives, right lovesome, white and small,
Clear be thy virgins, and lusty under kells [head-dresses].
London, thou art the flower of cities all.
Thy famous mayor, by princely governance,
With sword of justice thee ruleth prudently.
No lord of Paris, Venice or Florence
In dignity or honour goeth him nigh.
He is exemplar, lodestar and guide,
Principal patron and rose original
Above all mayors, as master most worthy.
London, thou art the flower of cities all.

On 25 January, the day of the conversion of St. Paul, the betrothal of the
king of Scots and of Dame Margaret, eldest daughter to our sovereign lord
the king, was declared and published at Paul’s Cross, to celebrate which Te
Deum was solemnly sung there after mass. And the following afternoon in
many different places of the city suitable bonfires were made, and at each
one of twelve of the chief fires was set out a hogshead128 of Gascony wine
for whoever wished to drink it, the cost borne by the chamber ( … )
And at about the end of the said month a fish was taken close to
Queenborough,129 of such great size and shape that the like had never been
seen by anyone who looked at it ( … ).
Also this year, about the beginning of the following month of April,
the noble and virtuous Prince Arthur, the eldest son of our sovereign lord
the king, died at his town of Ludlow. For his soul a solemn funeral service
was sung in every parish church in London on the afternoon of Friday 8
April, and on the following Saturday a solemn requiem mass with collect
and commandments,130 with a special instruction given to the most honest
people of every parish by the beadle of every ward to be present at the said
128

A large cask, equivalent to 52½ modern gallons. (CV adds here “the which
wyne was not longe in drynkyng”.)
129
A village on the Swale in Kent on the isle of Sheppey; its harbour is the meeting
point of estuaries of Swale, Medway and Thames.
130
GC’s term decan probably means “the ten commandments,” but could signify
“with the presence of the dean” (OED, “decan,” n. 3).
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funeral service and mass to pray for that soul and all Christian souls. And
at St. Paul’s on the said two days a solemn funeral rite was held, where the
mayor and his brother-aldermen were present in black, and in the morning made their offering at mass.
On the last day of April, a Saturday, two men, an old one and a young
one, were set on the pillory in Cornhill because they were convicted of
speaking certain slanderous words about the king and his council. When
they had stood there the space of an hour their ears were cut off from their
heads, and they were then conveyed back to prison on two horses.
And on Monday 2 May, an oyer et terminer was held in the Guild
hall of London before the mayor as chief commissioner, the duke of
Buckingham, the earl of Oxford, the chief justice of England, and many
other noblemen. Before these commissioners appeared as prisoners that
day Sir James Tyrell, knight, Sir John Wyndham, knight, a servant of the
said Sir James named Welbourn, and a shipman: these four people were
indicted there that day for treason. And on the next day, the day of the
Invention of the Holy Cross, the said four prisoners were presented there
before the said commissioners, and there and then the foresaid traitors
were condemned to be drawn, hanged, and quartered for helping the
forenamed Sir Edmund de la Pole; after which judgement they were conveyed back to the Tower. And on the Friday following, which was the day
after Ascension day and 6 May, the said Sir James and Sir John, knights,
were brought out of the Tower on foot, and led thus to the scaffold, and
there beheaded; and their bodies and heads were afterwards carried to the
Augustine Friars and there buried; and the same afternoon the said shipman was dragged from the Tower to Tyburn and there hanged and quartered. On whose souls Jesu have mercy. But the said Welbourn remained
in prison waiting for the king’s grace and a pardon.
Then on the following Saturday, before my lord of Derby and others
sitting in the White Hall at Westminster, were tried the son of the forenamed Sir James, a man named Matthew Jones, a yeoman of the crown,
and a heraldic officer, during which time the forenamed Welbourn was
also present there and gave evidence against the said men who were that
day indicted as accessories to the foresaid treason. And the same day the
mayor sat at the Guildhall with certain other commissioners before whom
were tried the forenamed Sir John Wyndham’s son and heir and a barber
living near the Steelyard called James Holand. They were also indicted for
the same treason on the following Monday, before they were led back to
the Tower, and were condemned to be drawn, hanged, and quartered. And
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similarly in the above-mentioned White Hall on the same Monday were
the forenamed Matthew Jones and the son of Sir James with the said heraldic officer, named Pursuivant Curson, condemned to the same death, and
Matthew and the herald were soon afterwards taken to Guisnes and executed there. But the other three, that is to say the son of Sir James Tyrell,
the son of Sir John Wyndham, and the barber were kept on in the Tower.
The barber soon after got his pardon, through the importunate efforts of
his wife, and the two others eventually as well; the king also most graciously forgave and pardoned their offences.
Also in this year, the Greyfriars who previously were accustomed
to wear fine russet cloth in the brownest of colours, now by the assiduous
labour of the Scottish doctor and a friar of Greenwich, and the special
favour and assistance of the bishop of Winchester,131 were constrained to
wear russet as grey as on the sheep—even though great efforts were made
to the contrary and many different forms of opposition sought out by certain people.
This year also there was widespread lively talk about a man who put
together many pageants of Robin Hood, as was commonly rumoured,
although in doing them he committed robbery and various crimes to the
great harm of certain of the king’s subjects. He continued to do this until
finally, around midsummer, he was taken and his company disbanded. This
man was called Greenleaf, but what became of him is not openly known
with any certainty. Various stories were told about him but because they
are untrustworthy I will pass over them.
This year also, the mayor wanted to have the feasts or dinners of all
mayors and sheriffs henceforward held in the Guildhall. With the consent
and advice of his brother-aldermen he called before them first his own fellowship to know what they would give from their common box towards
the building of that work. In the light of their benevolence he then asked
the same thing of the mercers, grocers, drapers, and afterwards all the fellowships of London, commanding them that they should not in any way
make an assessment among the fellowship for it, but give towards that
work such as they wanted to of their own good will, and that every fellowship should take it from their common box and not in any other way. By
this means he had from various different fellowships of the city [ … ],132
131
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The Great Chronicle of London   111

as the particulars about this will make clear at the end of this book. And
beyond that, the mayor got by provident means certain sums of money
from various widows then living in the city; such as Lady Hill, £10, and the
Lady Astry, £10, and various others whom I pass over. With this money
the said work was immediately begun, with the result that the kitchen and
other offices, such as buttery, pantry, cellars for wine and ale, ovens, larders for wet and dry goods, pastry houses, and all other necessaries were
brought to completion within less than two years afterwards ( … ).
This year also were brought to the king three men taken in
Newfoundland,133 about which I spoke previously in the time that William
Purchas was mayor. They were clothed in animal skins and ate raw meat
and spoke speech that no-one could understand, and in their bearing they
were like wild beasts. The king kept them for a time afterwards. Two years
later I saw two of them in Westminster Palace, dressed like Englishmen,
and at that time I could not distinguish them from Englishmen until I
learned who they were. But as for speech I didn’t hear either of them utter
a word.
On the Sunday before the feast of St. Simon and St. Jude [October
28], a bull was shown by the preacher at Paul’s Cross by authority of which
he there denounced the cursed Sir Edmund de la Pole, late earl of Suffolk,
Sir Robert Curson, knight, and five other people, and all those who helped
them and gave them assistance against the king within his land or outside it.

19 Queen Elizabeth’s Funeral; an Embassy; Princess
Margaret’s Marriage in Scotland and the Marriage Feast
1502–1503: Sir Bartholomew Rede, goldsmith, mayor; Henry Kebyll
and Nicholas Nynes, sheriffs.
At the end of the month of November, and the beginning of this mayor’s
year, William Purchas, who had been mayor in the thirteenth year of this
king’s reign, was by his own efforts discharged from aldermanic office
because of his great age and feebleness, and in his place Thomas Bradbury,
mercer, was then chosen.
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The territory named by GC the Newe ffound Ile land evidently soon acquired
the name Newfoundland from the English translation of Latin Terra Nova.
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And in the following month of January, the chapel of Our Lady
standing at the east end of the high altar of Westminster church, with a
tavern next to it called the White Rose tavern, were taken down, and the
foundation of the king’s new chapel134 set in the same place.
On Candlemass day [February 2] during the night, while the king
and queen were then at the Tower, the queen went suddenly into labour,
and gave birth to a daughter, who was christened in the parish church
of the said Tower and named Katherine. And on the 9 th day of the said
month, a Saturday, in the morning, that most gracious and virtuous princess, the queen, died; and her body lay for eleven days afterwards in the
parish church of the said Tower.
And on Wednesday 22 February, the said body, lying in a funeral
carriage with an effigy of the queen lying on the said body, was honourably
conveyed from the foresaid Tower through the high streets of the city to
Westminster Abbey. With the cart were eight chargers with black velvet
trappings right down to the feet, and no part of them uncovered except
only their eyes and feet. And after the said carriage came six others with
trappings all made of black woollen cloth, in which sat a number of unidentifiable ladies; and waiting on each of those carriages were some gentlewomen riding on palfreys harnessed with black cloth. Eight gentlewomen
waited on the first carriage after the queen, seven on the second, and six on
each of the others, except for the last which had only four. And immediately in front of the queen’s carriage rode the lords, except for the mayor,
next to the carriage, who bore a crystal mace ornamented with gold. Then
next to the lords rode knights with the aldermen, all clad in simple long,
black gowns, without fur or lining, and mourning hoods so that you could
scarcely see their faces. And in front of the knights rode chaplains and
household squires, and after all the carriages rode about a hundred citizen
commoners of the city, from various fellowships, all in long black gowns at
the expense of their crafts: first goldsmiths, because the mayor was of that
fellowship, and then mercers, thirdly grocers, and then drapers, fishmongers, and others according to their order of precedence in general processions. And from Whitechapel to Temple Bar all the streets were decorated
with torches burning on one side of the street, and on the other side the
fellowships standing in their liveries. As for the streets of Cornhill and
Cheapside, they were decorated throughout with new torches, and every
man who stood there with a torch had a gown made from white or undyed
134
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woollen cloth, so that on that day over 2000 torches were burning at once,
besides the 200 which were continually burning alongside the body, the
which 200 were at the king’s expense.
And at every church standing near to any of the streets as the body
passed, a solemn peal was rung with all the bells, and the curate of that
church, or his deputy, was ready in his vestments at the church door with
censers to cense the said body as it passed by. And thus this gracious princess was conveyed to Charing Cross, with the king’s chapel and others such
as the four orders of friars singing all the way before her. There the abbot
and convent of Westminster met her, the abbot mitred and his monks in
copes, and so with due solemnity brought the body to the minster door;
and there it was laid on the shoulders of certain lords, and carried to the
empty space between the high altar and the choir, where her grace was
laid in a vault made since her death expressly for her, until the new chapel
should be fully built and completed; on whose soul Our Lord have mercy,
and on all Christian souls, amen ( … ).
And at the end of the said month of March the prior of the
Charterhouse of Sheen was miserably murdered in a cell of that house,
through the doing of a monk of the same cloister named Goodwin; and at
the same time also another monk was killed or in great danger of his life
through the connivance of the said Goodwin and his adherents, who were
laymen and artificers of the city of London.
And at about the same time came to England an honourable
embassy from the king of the Romans, in which was a bishop, a marquis,
and an earl, with other knights and famous men who brought with them
a great company of servants and rich apparel. They were honourably
brought through the city with various lords spiritual and temporal on the
Tuesday before Passion Sunday, and thus conveyed to Crosby Place and
other houses, and lodged there. And on the following Thursday, the said
ambassadors were brought into the king’s presence at Baynard’s Castle.
And on Passion Sunday, which that year was the 2nd day of April, the king
came to Paul’s and heard a solemn mass at the high altar, at which time the
king was sworn to the forenamed king of the Romans, just as the said king
of the Romans had previously been solemnly sworn to him to observe the
agreements which had been concluded and established between them by
their councils. After this oath was taken thus by the king in the presence of
the foresaid ambassadors and many noble men of this realm, Te Deum was
immediately begun in the choir and sung to the end with great solemnity.
And afterwards in all parish churches in the city the same order of service
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was observed. And in the evening following, great fires were made in various places and chief wards of the city, and by every fire was placed a pipe
of Gascony wine,135 free for all men to take and drink from while it lasted;
and along all the high streets of the said wards large numbers of cressets136
and other lights were set to show people the way through the said streets
until most of the night was over.
On 19 April died Sir John Percyval, knight and tailor of London,
who had been mayor, as shown before, in the fourteenth year of this king’s
reign; and in his place Thomas Kneesworth, fishmonger, was afterwards
chosen for that office.
Here is to be noted that this fellowship of tailors, seeing and noting that they grew into great wealth and richness, and thinking that the
name of tailors was not appropriate to their reputation, secretly laboured
at their own great cost, during the lifetime of the said Sir John Percyval,
and finally during his life obtained the king’s great charter to be called and
named from that time forward merchant tailors. All this effort was not so
secretly undertaken that it was not widely spoken about—against their
wishes; and whatever attempts were made to stop this came to no effect.
So they got what they wanted, but not without the great disdain of all the
honourable fellowships of the city. It would take a long time to recount
the assemblies of the common council, or the process of suit made by the
commonality of the city, or the exemption of the two aldermen from this
fellowship out of the council chamber for a period of time, or other circumstances pertaining to this matter: so I will let it pass.
On the next Sunday afterwards, the feast of St. John the Baptist or
25 June,137 at the bishop of Salisbury’s mansion in Fleet Street, the noble
Prince Henry, the second son of our sovereign lord, and that virtuous princess Dame Katherine, late the wife of that excellent prince, Prince Arthur,
were contracted to be married.
And on the following Thursday, the king left his manor of Richmond,
accompanied by Dame Margaret his daughter, Queen of Scots, and thus
continued his journey until they came to Collyweston where they were
joyfully received by my lady the king’s mother, and they remained there
135
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for a time as it pleased them. When this time was over, the said queen
took her leave of the king and of my lady the king’s mother, and with an
honourable company of lords and ladies assigned to her by the king kept
on with her journey until she came to Scotland, where she was joyfully and
honourably received according to their own custom. And on 8 August she
was solemnly married to the king of Scots in the presence of the greater
part of the baronage of Scotland and many noble men of this realm of
England, who were feasted that day and served as follows below.
The first course
The boar’s head, solemnly divided; shields138 and rounds of cooked
boar with mustard; haunches of bacon with pork legs; meat from
larger animals; stewed capon; boiled chicken; baked capon; baked
chicken
The second course
Broth and soup; capon stewed another way; fillets of beef with
sauce; roast shoulders of mutton; roast pork; swan with sauce;
goose with sauce;139 preserved goose with sauce; roast crane; roast
veal.
The third course
Jelly140 with the arms of Scotland; jelly with the arms of Scotland
and England; multi-coloured jelly without arms; capon stewed in a
third way; stewed rabbit; roast chicken; capon with blancmanger;141
rabbit with blancmanger; baked venison; baked chickens; checked
slice; ruby slice; green slice; meat slice; royal custard; white custard;
baked pears; baked apples; baked dates; baked prunes; apple fritters;
green tart; apple tart; other fritters and tarts.142

All of these courses were served to the queen as chief in rank.
On the day of St. Thomas the Martyr or 3 July an oyer et terminer
was held at Guildhall before the mayor and other commissioners, before
138

Shapes made of boarskin stuffed with chopped, cooked flesh.
These are described as sullen geese, perhaps geese served individually (MED
solein, adj. 1), or dark-colored geese (OED sullen, adj. 4).
140
A gelatinous dish.
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whom that day were tried seven people: that is to say Oliver St. John,
Robert Symson, gentleman, one Paul Bayly of Thurrock, and four others.
They were all that day indicted for treason, on the grounds of information
given against them by the aforenamed Welbourn, when judged during the
year of John Shaa. And on the next day the said seven persons were judged
to be drawn, hanged, and quartered. Then on 11 July following the forenamed Oliver St. John, Paul Bayly of Thurrock, and two others who were
shipmen, were drawn from the Tower to Tyburn and executed there, their
heads afterwards placed on London Bridge. And Symson and two others
were kept still in prison and eventually accepted into the king’s grace ( … ).
On 5 August, the day of St. Oswald king and martyr, died Sir
Reginald Bray, knight, and the king’s treasurer for war. During his lifetime he had no little hatred from the king’s subjects, and many unkind and
untrue reports; but after his death they saw very well that it was not he
who caused the smoke, for he was plain and rough in speech, and did better than his demeanour suggested; and he refused valuable gifts and took
only food and drink—and wherever he took these, the giver was sure of a
friend and a special representative of their causes. Such men as have ruled
since his days have been able to speak pleasantly while acting obstructively; and above that have prompted people by various ways and means
to give them rich and highly valuable gifts, and yet barely advanced their
causes at all—to the great impoverishment of many true men.
About this time the bishop of London was made chancellor of England, and shortly afterwards he was chosen as archbishop of
Canterbury.143 And this year the summer was so dry that no significant
rain fell from Whitsuntide until Our Lady’s day [September 8], during
harvest time. Pasture was burnt and meadows so short that hay was scarce
and dear, and watering places and ponds dried up which had not been dry
time out of mind, to the extent that men took their livestock two miles to
water, and then home again.
On Tuesday 10 October, William Welbeck, alderman and haberdasher, after long pleading to the court of aldermen, was discharged from
that position by the said court, and in his place Thomas Granger, skinner,
was admitted. And at about this time Thomas Knight, fishmonger, died.
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20 Various Fires; Various Deaths; New Coinage
1503–1504: Sir William Capel, draper, mayor; Christopher Hawes,
Robert Watts, and Thomas Graunger, sheriffs.
( … ) On the eve of St. Cecilia’s day or the 21st day of November, about 6
o’clock in the evening, a dangerous fire started at the sign of the pannier
on London Bridge, near St. Magnus Church, which continued intensely
until 10 o’clock, to the great fear of all the inhabitants dwelling round
about. It was so bad that the mayor and sheriffs with all their officers were
willing to come there to see that property was protected, and to set helpers
to work to quench the fire; by whose efforts, and the good aid of honest
people, it was staunched. Even so, before they could overcome it, it burnt
six tenements, and as word had it some people were drowned who climbed
onto houses in order to throw water.
And on the following day the mayor and his brother-aldermen went
to St. Paul’s and there heard Te Deum sung in praise of God that Pope
Julius II was charitably chosen and admitted; he succeeded Pius III, who
lived no longer than ten days after being chosen pope.
On 4 December, or nearabouts, Lord Strange died, the eldest son of
the earl of Derby, at his mansion below Paul’s Chain,144 and was buried in
St. James Garlickhythe Church on the 15th day of the said month.
And on St. Stephen’s day [December 26] in Christmas week died
Sir John Shaa, late mayor, in whose place was chosen as alderman Sir
Lawrence Aylmer, knight, a draper.
On 7 January, about 8 in the morning , a fire began next to St.
Botolph’s Church in Thames Street, and consumed one or two houses;
and then by careful work it was put out.
And on the day of the conversion of St. Paul or 15 January, a parliament began at Westminster, of which Edmund Dudley was chosen speaker
for the commons.
Also this year on 9 February died William White, draper and alderman, in whose place Roger Acheley was afterwards admitted to that office.
And on 19 February, Shrove Monday, died Thomas Wood, goldsmith and alderman, in whose place was afterwards chosen William
Copynger, fishmonger; and on 15 March died Nicholas Nynes, tailor and
alderman, in whose place was afterwards chosen Richard Shore, draper.
144
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On 27 March, the Wednesday after Passion Sunday, during the following night a fire harmed St. Martin’s le Grand; and the same day in the
parish of St. Peter le Poer145 a house was consumed by fire ( … ).
And in the above-named parliament the king asked for a certain
sum of money, and by its authority his grace was granted an aid, which
for the ease of his poor commons was levied on landholders. It was to be
raised on those worth 20s a year at 6d and upwards; and on rich men living in cities and other good towns who weren’t landholders but worth
10 marks—discounting their clothing and that of their wives—at 6d and
upwards. This aid was reported to profit the king to the extent of a fifteenth or thereabouts. And in this forenamed parliament it was provided
for the common good, among other things, that all groats not having two
of the ends of the cross intact, and the half of the inscription on the other
side, should be condemned and cut in half,146 with penalties imposed on
all people offering such groats in payment. At the start this was a great
cause of complaint and loss to the commons, but afterwards it turned to
their great relief and satisfaction, and did away with much of the counterfeit money in this land.
This mayor, prompted by various considerations, caused small
houses to be made in every ward of London with stocks in them for the
punishment of obdurate beggars and vagabonds. These houses had gratings and locks on every door, to which the beadle of each ward had the
keys. And as well as this the mayor had all of Houndsditch147 paved over,
which for many years before lay open very offensively and dangerously for
all horsemen passing that way.
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A church on the west side of Broad Street in the city, now demolished.
Groats produced during the reign of Henry VII had a cross on one side and an
image of the king on the other (with inscriptions on both sides).
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A ditch in the east of the city, near Aldgate.
146
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21 A Procession with the Leg of St. George;
Various Deaths; Rumors of a New Infidel Leader
1504–1505: John Wyngar, grocer, mayor; Roger Acheley and
William Browne, sheriffs.
This year round about Christmas many or the most part of the prisoners
in the Marshalsea in Southwark broke out of prison, but of these shortly
afterwards many were captured and executed for that deed—such men as
were imprisoned there for felony or treason, among whom two who were
rovers or pirates were hanged on a tree by the Thames a little way from
Wapping, and hung there for a long time afterwards.
And this year the city council granted to the king 5000 marks for
confirmation of the city’s charter. The matter was prosecuted for the previous two years and it was now concluded to pay 1000 marks in hand and in
the four years following 4000 marks.
On St. George’s eve, 21 April, the king with an honourable company of lords spiritual and temporal came riding through the city from the
Tower to Paul’s and heard evensong there, with his chapel there in place
in the choir; and after evensong he rode to Baynard’s Castle and lodged
there that night. The next day he returned and went on procession, with
the leg of St. George enclosed in silver gilt casing carried before him in
the hands of the bishop of Chester: this was a relic recently sent to the
king’s grace from the king of the Romans. In this procession were present
many knights of the Order of the Garter, such as the king, my lord prince,
the duke of Buckingham, the earl of Oxford, the earl of Surrey, and many
other lords and knights of that order, all clothed in the costume of the
Garter.
On the following Saturday, 25 April, a coinmaker was drawn from
the Tower to Tyburn and hanged there, for making counterfeit money.
And about midsummer Pope Julius II sent to the king’s grace a cap and
sword of maintenance as a defender of Christ’s church, as other preceding
popes had done in earlier days ( … ).
In the beginning of the month of October died Sir Henry Colet,
mercer and twice mayor of London ( … ).
About this time sprang up important news of a heathen duke or
leader of a mighty host of infidels, named Sophia or Sophy. 148 It was
148
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widely rumoured that he would conquer the Sultan of Babylon and other
heathen princes, and would also win from the Great Turk many of his
important cities and strongholds. This leader did not follow Muslim or
Mosaic or Christian law, but took part from Muhammed and part from
Christ and ignored all Jewish law except for his belief that the Messiah
had not come. He ordained that whatever was obtained should be held
in common and divided among all his people, with no-one to have more
than another, and no-one to be subject to another; and there were many
other reports—more rumours than credible.

22 Fire at Richmond Palace; Reception of
Burgundian Visitors; a Miracle in Cheapside
1505–1506: Thomas Kneseworth, fishmonger, mayor; Richard Shore
and Roger Grove, sheriffs.
In the beginning of this mayor’s year, 13 December, John Wyngar the last
mayor died, in whose place was afterwards admitted as alderman Angel
Dun, grocer and merchant of the Staple.
And on Twelfth Night or 5 January, during the night, because of the
negligence of a page, the king’s chamber at Richmond was set on fire. The
fire could not be put out before much harm was done, with many hangings, carpets, rich beds, and other costly things burnt. Also on the eve of
St. Maura’s day,149 or 15 January, the southwest wind began to blow so hard
that it overturned weak houses and trees, and tore a lot of thatch and tiles
off houses; and it continued more or less from the said 15th day to the 26th
day of the said month. And in addition there fell such a quantity of rain
that serious and extensive floods followed one after another, causing great
damage to different livestock, especially to sheep in various regions near
to the city. During this storm the weathercock of St. Paul’s was lifted from
its socket and blown the length of the churchyard to a house with the sign
of the black eagle, where it fell with such force that it broke down part of
the porch of the foresaid tenement. And shortly afterwards, the archduke
of Burgundy, accompanied by the duke of Gueldres and other nobles,
was driven to land in the west country by the force of the said storm, and
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Saints Maura and Brita were fourth-century female Christian martyrs: the eve
of their feast day would be January 14.
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landed there for his safety and comfort. This said archduke, with a strength
of 50 small vessels and other large ships, intended with many noblemen of
his country, and others, with many of their wives, to have sailed to Spain
and there to have been crowned king of that province by reason of his marriage; but by force of this storm he was thus constrained to take land with
a few ships for his safety, as mentioned above. As soon as the king’s grace
was informed of this he immediately sent honourable messengers to him,
so that shortly afterwards he was brought into the king’s presence at his
castle of Windsor.
On the last day of January Nicholas Alwyn, mercer and recently
mayor, was buried in St. Mary Bow Church, in whose place was afterwards
chosen and admitted as alderman [ James] Yarford, mercer. On the same
day at Windsor the foresaid archduke was presented to the king’s grace,
with the nobles who had landed with him and their wives. Five miles from
the castle they were met by my lord prince, the earl of Kent, my lord Henry
of Buckingham, and many other honourable men, all handsomely clothed,
and their entourage also very well appointed, up to five hundred horses
or more; and these people escorted them until they came within half a
mile of the castle. And then the king’s grace with a fine company of lords
received them there, and rode with them from there to the castle, where
they were very honourably lodged and feasted. And when the king had
feasted these foreign visitors and showed them many agreeable pleasures
over the space of seven or eight days, he then moved on, leading the said
visitors with him, to his manor of Richmond, where his grace remained
with them for nine or ten days. During this time various feats of arms were
performed such as jousts, tournaments, and others, to the great pleasure
and diversion of the said visitors, with hunting parties and banquets and
other entertainments which would require a long time to enumerate.
After this time spent at Richmond the king with the said archduke came
to London by water on 18 February and lodged that night at Baynard’s
Castle, and on the next day after dinner the king and the said archduke
came riding through Cheapside and the other high streets of the city, all
hung throughout in the richest manner with hangings of arras, and cloth
of gold and silk, and cloth fast dyed in various colours, and also the said
streets decorated with the crafts in their liveries standing from St. Paul’s to
Fenchurch and beyond. The said archduke passed all these pleasing sights
until he came to Barking Chapel, where he and the king alighted and
made their offering, and having done this the king and he then took their
horses again and rode round the Tower on the outermost side. While they
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made this circuit, innumerable shots of guns were released both within the
Tower and outside it, and also from ships then lying in the Thames, which
were heard sixteen miles from London in various directions. He and the
king’s grace returned via Candlewick Street to their foresaid lodging. And
shortly afterwards he and the king’s grace moved on again to Richmond
where—not without great gifts—he immediately afterwards took his leave
of the king, and so at the king’s expense was escorted by the most convenient route to his ships.
On the second Sunday in Lent, this year 15 March, six lollards with
faggots went at the front of the procession at St. Paul’s, of whom one was a
canon and prior of a place in Essex called St. Osyth.
About the end of March Sir Edmund de la Pole, who as shown
before, in the time of William Remyngton, or the sixteenth year of the
king’s reign, left this land secretly, was now brought through a part of the
city under safe conduct and so brought to the Tower and there left as a
prisoner.
This year the stews or common brothels over the water150 were for
a time prohibited and closed up, for what reason or circumstance I know
not with any certainty. But it was not long before they were opened up
again, even though rumour had it that where before they occupied eighteen houses from now on they would occupy only twelve. And also, as
was said before, whereas alum was sold for five nobles in the time of Sir
William Capell, and afterwards for 53s 4d, this year by the sinister and
crafty means of a few foreigners it was sold for £4 10s a hundredweight,
and would have been even dearer had not the king’s grace set his good
efforts to the matter.
About the beginning of the month of July, while the king and my
lord prince were lodged at Richmond, a newly constructed gallery, in
which his grace and my said lord prince had walked less than an hour
before, suddenly fell down at about midnight. Although it was near to
the king’s chamber and frequently used by his servants to go backwards
and forwards, even so—God be praised!—no man or child died from its
falling, which specially pleased the king ; but the master carpenter who
constructed it was punished by imprisonment for many days afterwards.
And about the end of the said month of July, through the negligence
of a carter as he passed through Cheapside, one wheel of a cart laden with
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stone ran over the neck of a young girl of about eight years of age. She lay
apparently dead for five hours afterwards, and then revived and said that
the image of Our Lady of Barking Chapel held the cart up away from her
neck; and so her parents escorted her with all reverence to the said chapel,
and after making their offerings there had Te Deum sung to give honour
and thanks to God and his blessed mother for that wonderful miracle.
At the beginning of the month of September died William Stede,
grocer and alderman, in whose place was aftewards chosen John Warner,
amourer and then grocer.

23 Trouble Over the Election of Sheriffs;
Various Deaths; Empson and Dudley
1506–1507: Sir Richard Haddon, mercer, mayor; William
Copynger, Thomas Johnson, and William Fitzwilliam, sheriffs.
Here is to be noted that though three sheriffs are named here, no more
than two—that is to say William Copynger and William Fitzwilliam—
were admitted as sheriffs for this year or occupied the office. But because
such a precedent has not been often seen before, I am writing about it
as a strange and rare thing, and as no slander or dishonour to the party
concerned, nor as any derogation of the liberty of the city, but in order for
the truth to be shown that things happened thus. On St. Matthew’s day
in the previous mayor’s year, the commons assembled according to their
admirable annual custom in the Guildhall in order to choose a sheriff for
the following year, to join William Copynger, whom the previous mayor
had named for the king. At the time of the assembly of the said commons,
before they proceeded to any election a request was made to them by the
old mayor, Thomas Kneseworth, and also by the recorder, that they should
that day choose William Fitzwilliam for the other sheriff, for the king’s
pleasure and for other considerations influencing his grace. But notwithstanding this motion, they agreed on Thomas Johnson and chose him for
sheriff. By agreement of the mayor and aldermen he was on the following
Michaelmas eve presented at Guildhall and sworn and admitted in their
presence; and on the following afternoon, with the other sheriff, he went
to the gaols and there received charge of their prisoners.151 And on the
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day following the feast of St. Michael [September 29], as has long been
the custom, the mayor and aldermen with their fellowships in their liveries presented the said Thomas with his fellow-sheriff before the barons
of the king’s exchequer. Here, after the information was given to the barons by the recorder, the mayor and citizens, having chosen according to
their old liberties from among themselves two sheriffs to serve the king
for the ensuing year within the city of London and the shire of Middlesex,
entreated the barons that they might be sworn and admitted, according to
the said liberty ( … ).
This year, and the month of October, died Angel Dun, grocer and
alderman of London, in whose place was afterwards chosen to that office
William Butler, grocer.
And at about Christmas the baker’s house in Warwick Lane was
consumed by fire, which came on so suddenly and continued so intensely
that the mistress of the house, a widow, with two female servants, reportedly perished in the fire before their neighbours could help them.
This year the winter was so mild and warm that no frost lasted above
two days. Also there was no snow or heavy rain or cold blasts of wind, so
that by the middle of March this year buds were as far out as they are some
years in the latter end of April.
This year in Lent the king released many prisoners from various prisons, with the effect that he ransomed and released all those who were in
Ludgate and both the Counters152 for 40s and under; and beyond that he
reportedly ransomed many other prisoners for £10 and other larger sums.
And in the month of September at the end of this mayor’s year died
the above-named Thomas Johnson, goldsmith and alderman, in whose
place was afterwards admitted to that honourable rank [ … ].
And this year much sorrow sprang up through the land, for by
means of a few unpleasant people who called themselves the king’s promoters many unlawful and forgotten statutes and acts made hundreds
of years ago were now resuscitated and enthusiastically invoked—to the
great disturbance of many of the king’s subjects, both the rich and those
of moderate means. Notwithstanding that in other previous years since
the time of Sir William Capell’s trouble, which was in the tenth year of
our sovereign lord’s reign, many people were at different times called variously to account, and had to look to their own ends at their own cost,
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yet now especially, since Empson and Dudley were set in authority, many
more in number were called before them for many supposed causes.153 Of
these none escaped without paying small or large fines; and if it were about
a matter for which some people would wait for trial by law, then Empson
and Dudley had their false juries fixed so much to their advantage that
they were well assured that they would not act against their wishes. All was
done in the king’s name and yet greatest profit came to their own coffers.
They invoked statutes for hunting, for selling or buying wool, for
trading on credit with foreigners for longer than six months, for paying
gold to foreigners, for buying or selling raw silk or other merchandise
contrary to ordinances made long ago, time out of mind, for the escape
of criminals, for old recognizances and bonds for peace, or other sureties
that bound any man to the king in chancery or star chamber or other of
the king’s courts, with many other forfeitures like escheats154 and others
too numerous to rehearse. And finally above all these were sought out all
infringements of law since the beginning of the king’s reign, which were
called in and made the cause of grievous fines; and for such parties as were
dead, their executors were called in and made to settle for them, and on
occasions one man was taken for another and made to clear himself, to his
great cost; so that by one means or another almost no-one of any means
was without trouble during these days. And this wicked trouble was not
only laid on the temporality, but bishops and many other members of the
spirituality were also very uncharitably and grievously afflicted; so that it
might be said that Omnes declinaverunt simul.155 For all men were glad to
bow and kneel to the aforenamed tormentors and to their servants and
followers, the noblemen of the realm just as much as others of low degree;
and if any man came to ask advice of learned men like sergeants of law and
others, they would say that the best advice they could give them was to
come to agreement, for they dared not speak up for their causes. Because
of all this there was at this time many a rebellious and grumbling heart in
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OED “The lapsing of land to the crown on the death of the owner intestate
without heirs.”
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A quotation from Psalm 13.3: Omnes declinaverunt, simul inutiles facti sunt:
non est qui faciat bonum, non est usque ad unum (They have all gone astray; together
they have become useless. There is no one who does good; there is not even one).
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this land, as might be known from open exclamations, and from the clergy’s warnings about them which were given at various times in sermons at
Paul’s Cross and other places. They did not have the grace to understand
their error, but just as Herod was struck with more plagues from God the
faster he persecuted the children of Israel, so the more they were preached
against the more they afflicted the king’s true subjects.

24 Death of the Mayor; Various Fires;
William Capell’s Trouble
1507–1508: William Brown, mercer, mayor, followed by Sir
Lawrence Aylmer, draper; William Butler and John Kirkby, sheriffs.
In the month of April of this year died this said William Browne, mayor,
in whose place afterwards, to be in place for the whole of the said year,
was immediately chosen and admitted to that office Sir Lawrence Aylmer,
knight and draper; and in place of this aforenamed mayor was afterwards
chosen as alderman Ralph Shelton, mercer.
In the month of June next following was that amazingly huge fire that
consumed so many households and churches in the city of Norwich, as
was afterwards in the second year of the reign of Henry VIII openly proclaimed throughout England, in all parish churches within the diocese of
London and others.
And on the last day of the said month of June, in the morning about
8 o’clock, an intense fire began in the White Horse at the bridge foot in
Southwark, which was not put out until it had burnt most of the said inn
and two other tenements ( … ).
And this year Sir William Capell was given fresh trouble for things
done during his mayoralty, reportedly because counterfeit money came
to his attention, and he did not impose due correction on the party who
was accused to him as the coiner of it. But whether this or something else
was the cause, the truth is that he was in great trouble; and finally because
he would not come to any agreement he was indicted by Derby, Simson,
and others of their company which constituted the whole jury, all tightly
bound to the girdles of Dudley and Empson so that the verdict went as
they wanted it to. And afterwards at the king’s commandment he was put
in prison by Dudley, for some time in the Counter and some time in the
house of Butler the sheriff, and he continued there all the time that the
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said Butler was in office. And at Michaelmas when the new sheriffs had
taken up their responsibilities, he was handed over to Thomas Exmue, one
of the sheriffs, with whom he remained as a prisoner for a time afterwards.
And this year Thomas Kneseworth with both his sheriffs, 156 who
were accused that they had misused the responsibility of their office, were
released after great trouble and imprisonment, and great sums of money
paid.

25 Death of Henry VII;
Imprisonment of Extortioners
1508–1509: Stephen Jenyns, tailor, mayor; Thomas Exmue and
Richard Smyth, sheriffs.
In the beginning of this mayor’s time Sir William Capell, who still
remained a prisoner with the sheriff Thomas Exmue, was by the aforenamed Dudley ordered to the Tower because he would not agree to pay
£2000 to the king, where he stayed until it was almost after Whitsuntide.
On the Saturday preceding the feast of St. George [April 23], 21
April, that excellent prince our most redoubted sovereign lord Henry VII
departed out of this present life, at his manor of Richmond, when he had
reigned twenty-three years, seven months and odd days; upon whose soul
Jesu have mercy, amen.
And on the Tuesday, the eve of St. Mark or 24 April, King Henry
VIII of that name, at eighteen years of age, was proclaimed king of this
land. And the same afternoon his grace came to the Tower and lodged
there for a while. During this time Empson and Dudley were by skilful
means brought to the said Tower where they were accused of treason, and
so they remained there as prisoners, to the great rejoicing of many a true
Englishman.157 Shortly afterwards many of their disciples, promoters of
wickedness, were called to a reckoning and thrown into different prisons:
men such as Page, Michael, and Canby, servants of Dudley; Henry Toft,
Smith, and various others who were afterwards kept for a long time in various prisons. But the cruellest and craftiest villain of them all, John Baptist
by name, as soon as he heard of the imprisonment of Empson, by whom he
156
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Empson and Dudley were tried later in 1509 and executed in 1510.
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was retained, secretly went to Westminster and there registered himself as
a sanctuary man, and so remained there a long time afterwards.
Here is to be noted that the king’s grace was sick for a long time
before he died, during which period he was informed by some well disposed individuals about the outcry made in sermons and otherwise about
the dealings of the aforenamed promoters. Of his most blessed disposition he granted a general pardon to all men, excepting a certain number,
and these pardons were eagerly and quickly purchased, so that many were
obtained before he died.
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